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The story (jf l)iL fc Brmtvrn in luttwris, and the 
th eatlful murders committed hy ifial family, has 
often been written, and in many different forms. 
The horrible detail arc familiar to the people 
who Jivcfl in Kansas and the West during J87:i, 
and for many yearn thereafter. 

Of iheir "deeds roosl terrible," it is said that the 
first news given to Lhe world, was published May 
10, 187,3, and thai the story of the "devilish** 
crimes of Lite Benders w:is obtained from a paasen- 
per conductor on a Son l hern Kansas railroad, 
three days after the iti^hL or Lhe criminal*. This 
was quite rapid in Mi use days or limited telegraph 
facilities, 

The story ilself, seems like the recital of some 
dream, In which nightmare mirrors upon the dis- 
ordered brain, a couniless number of monstrous 
and unusual things, Yet, the story is as true 
as (he sun , Fiction tel[s of no more horrid, 
atrocious crimes, Hum those committed by the 
Haulers, The memory of Lite offenses of those 
murderers standi* yet, as a crimson blot upon 
the panes of the history or that part of the West, 
Whether the Headers were overtaken and exter- 
minated by a posse, or whether they succeeded in 
making their escape, have been mooted questions 
ever since their flight was discovered. Over ami 
over again, has the statement been printed, that 
the Benders were nil shot to death. Another 
story is told, that they were overtaken in the 
Indian Territory and speedily lynched Others 
just as positively declare thai the Benders escaped 
and were not enn lured. 

On the day that the discoveries were made at 
the Bender House and the bodies of the victims 
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were exhumed, a number of well-armed, deter- 
mined men organized a posse, prepared ta follow 
l lie fleeing family or murderers and at once alar Led 
in pursuit. Shortly after the discovery of these 
Bender murders, in 1873, the New York Ledger 
published the very gratifying narrative that all 
of the Benders were shot to death. That story 
so pleased the people, and it seemed such a fitting 
and just retribution for these crimes, that nearly 
everybody accepted that statement without ques- 
tioning its correctness. Papers all over the coun- 
try published that Ledger report of the case, and 
it was accepted as news, believed by most people. 
For many years following that report the Benders 
were permitted lo slumber in silent oblivion, in the 
minds of the people, along with l heir many vic- 
tims. 

Sixteen years later, in 1SSJ>, that repose was 
disturbed by a clew furnished through a woman, 
at McPherson, Kansas, which led to the identi- 
fication of two women, then living in Michigan, 
as old Mrs. Bender and her daughter, Kale Ben- 
der, These two women were arrested in Mich- 
igan and with requisition papers an oflicer took 
them to Oswego, Kansas, charged with the mur- 
der or Dr. William II. York. 

From testimony given in court by many former 
neighbors of the Benders, when thai family lived 
in Kansas* as witnesses at Oswego; from state- 
ments of fact made by persons who claimed to 
have positive knowledge; from Governor Oshorn'fi 
Proclamation issued at the time of the Might of 
the Bonders; from Court records, official certif- 
icates, a fli davits, and numerous letters; from man- 
ifold articles published in different newspapers at 
various times, in different localities, ana by per- 
sonal interviews with several members of the 
posses which pursued the Jleeing criminals, has 
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THE BENDERS IN KANSAS 



CHAPTER i. 
The New Arrivals. 
In the fuller purl of the year 1870, there came 
Jnlo the north-went part of Labette County, Kan- 
sus, rnur penton* coils ti Luting one family— an old 
man, an od woman, a young mnriAind a younff 
i woman, who lived together and weft known by 
. the name or /fcwrfer. ICaeh of the m<ft was called 
John, unci each womnu wm called Kale. The old 
couple lived together ns hunhnnd and wife, and the 
you nje man and womnn were reputed to be the 

war ii im< V nUKlUtT of thc aIder People. 

I he ofd man, John Header, Sr., was a Hollander 
jy hrrih. He had Jived hi Germany near the 
rrendi I ne, where he conducted a bakery. He 

< , ln >' tJ A "*™a for several yearn 

prior to 1870. f ie was about sixty years old, five 
leet nine or fen inches in height, fftjuarc-shoui- 
tJered just a fiule stooped, of spare build, dark 
complexion, very rough iti manner, had no whisk- 
era, spoke very little English, and wlinL he did say 
was very broken, with a strong German accent. 

1 be wife, KMc Bender, Sr, p was about fifty 
years of age, rnther heavy set, had blue eyes se'l 
£hi W hcr r-KVp'p™ntIy eo--and brown hair 
shuhlly ting« with grey. Her countenance was 
uninviting She was tlecWedly German and 
talked the German language. When she ntlempt- 
od (o use the LngfiB], language it was very broken, 
so much ho t int most persons could not understand 
wJiaL she said at all. 

Hit? youneer man John Header, Jr., was also 
known as John Geblmrdt, It is a mooted ques- 
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tlon wltothor he was the son of the old people. 
He was five- feet, eight or nine inches tall, of alight 
build, had grey eyes with a brownish tint, 
brown hair, light moustache, no whisker*, was 
about twenty-seven years of age and .spoke the 
EngtiKh language with a German accent. He 
may have been born in the United Slates. 

The young woman r Kate Bender, Jr\, was be- 
tween eighteen find twenty-four years of age, Her 
hair was a dark, rich auburn. She bud deep, grey- 
fsh-blue, or dark-grey eyes. She was over med- 
ium height, Home five feet, six or seven inches tail, 
slender, well-formed, voluptuous mold, fair skin, 
white as milk, rose complexion. She was good- 
ooking, a remarkably handsome woman, rather 
hold rind striking In appearance, with a tigerish 
grace nnd animal attraction, which but few man 
could resist. She was a fluent talker, gifted with 
One conversational powers, but she did not dis- 
P ay any educational advantages of a high order. 
She used good English with very little, if any, 
German accent. She was a Spin tualisl, occasion- 
ally giving sconces nnd lecturing on that subject. 
Her success in the fee lure field was noL suflleicnl 
to encourage her to continue that work. She 
ef aimed to be a Medium. She would go into a 
I ranee and cull up the spirits of departed loved 
ones for the neighbors. In her lectures she boldly 
advocated free love and pleaded justification for 
murder. 

Some people believed that she was a paramour 
of John, Jr., and that she was not Ids sister, as was 
generally supposed by the neighbors. She was a 
good horseback rider and she dancetl well. She 
attended Sunday-school and "meeting" at the 
Carpenter school-house often. She served as din- 
ing room girl at the Cherry vale Hotel in 187L 

Some of the neighbors called Kate "a she-devil," 
1 he light which at times flushed from her hard, 
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stecl-prevish blue ur dark-grey eyes was sinister 
mill forbidding. Hit rather Lull form seemed to 
lift up. when the spiritualistic influence took pos- 
session of her f and to become K^R^iitiu in iLs pro- 
portions, while she ap|>cared supernatural She 
dealt with incantations, boiling herbs and roots, 
which she claimed had charms unci spells about 
l hem for cures. 

Her will was indomitable aad all of the family 
feared her, dreaded her, obeyed her, and did the 
"devilish" work that she required of each or Lhem. 
She was the ruler of the household and directed 
the actions of each one, whether LliaL was Tor good 
or for evil — most usually for evil She was ciual- 
itied for deeds of nay nature, even to the taking 
of human life. She had the disposition to use any 
means, to go to any extremes of net ion to accom- 
plish her desires and secure the end of her purpose 
as she willed* 

She had a great desire for notoriety, longed to 
become a great lecturer, and she possessed an in- 
satiable craving to gain wealth, money and pos- 
ition. With her, any means justified the end to 
get money. 

It was Iwlieved by many, after the discovery 
of the awful crimes which were committed by the 
Benders, that Kate had struck blows with the 
hammer to crush the victim's skull, of which acL 
she was clearly capable, 

It is very probable that John, Jr., was the son 
of old Mrs. I lender by a former husband, whose 
name was Gebhardt. Hence the name John Ceb- 
hardt by which John, Jr., was also known. If 
that lie true, John, Jr., and Kale, Jr., were only 
half brother and sister, if they were at all related. 
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LtH'tltitnt, 

During the f\n\l ten days after the arrival of 
i he Headers in Labette County, they lived on the 
claim of Rudolph Bmcltmnnn, a German. Within 
thai time I hey built a small log house on the 
qum ler-seetion to Ifie snulli-west of Broekmnnn. 
The log house was built on I he; North-east quarter 
of Section Twenty-three, in Township Thirty-one 
Sou Ui, Range Seventeen, East, which was the 
claim of Maurice Sparta, who was at that time 
absent, and had been for nearly a vear. Tliis 
Huim cornered with that of Brocfunaun on I he 
iOUth-west. The Benders moved into that log 
house when completed, and lived in it through the 
winter of 1870-1871. 

Learning that Sparks had not relinquished his 
claim, but would relurn soon lo live cm it, the 
Benders made a location. John Bender, Sr., filed 
on the North-east quarter of Section Thirteen, 
lownship Thirty-one South, Range Seventeen, 
Kiwi, in Labette County, Kansas. 

The Broekmnnn claim wan the South-west quar- 
ter of Seel inn Thirteen, The Broekmnnn claim 
find John Bender, Sr., claim touched at the cor- 
ners, Thai made them near neighbors. 

John Bender, Jr„ uliaa John Ciebhardt, filed on 
Oil the Suulh-ensL qunrler of Section Twelve, in 
the same Township and Kan«e, adjoining the 
claim nf John Bender, Sr., on the north. 

Upon the claim nf .John Bender, Sr., while they 
were living in the lop house, the Benders built a 
frame house. When it was completed they moved 
into it, and all lived together there. John Bender, 
Jr.. did not live on his claim nor make any im- 
provement upon it. He nmde his home with the 
'lender family In the new frame house. 
These claims were situated upon high, rolling 
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prairie. The new house was built in u slight de- 
gression at the foul of a Jong vale in the prairie. 
Fids vale led towards a small stream near the 
homo, along which a heavy growth of wild plums 
and cottonwood' trees, with underbrush, was 
standing and bordered the stream for some dis- 
tance. 

This new Bender house was about twelve miles 
west of Parsons, seven miles north-cost of Cherry- 
vale, and ten miles south of Thayer. The Neosho 
County line was two miles north, and the Mont- 
gomery County line mm four miles west. Osage 
Township was the north-west Township of Labette 
County, Oswego, the county-seat, is about 
twenty-five miles from the Benders. Moorchead 
station on the San la Fe railroad is about Lwo miles 
north-wesL 

At tho thno the Benders Jived in thin house, a 
well- traveled road crossed the prairie and ran 
almost ejist (o west past thin house, This was the 
main ron<l from Parsons to Cherryvale. It was 
also the road principally used by travelers going 
from Fort Scott and Osage Mission to Independ- 
ence, and the Indian Territory to the south-wesl. 

Bender Uotisc. 

The Benders moved into the new house in the 
Spring of 1871 and lived in it until their sudden 
departure in the Spring of 1873. This house 
was a frame, sixteen by twenty feet in size, and it 
had a shingle roof. A row of studding was set 
across near the center to divide tho house into 
two rooms. The front room was smaller than the 
rear room. This front room was used as the liv- 
ing, cooking, and dining room and also as a small 
store. 

To the right of the door En the front room enter- 
ing from the road were rows of shelves upon wliich 
was kept the small stock of canned and other 
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goods for .sale. To tin* luf I of this door a table 
always stood. Along the side of this tablo next 
the part it inn was placed a bench, on which per- 
sons sat when eating nienls at that table. 

The rear room was used as a .sleeping mom and 
was scantily furnished. The only partition be- 
tween the two rooms was the row of studding upon 
which a curtain or wagon cover about eight feet 
long was fastened at the top and hung loase Lo the 
bottom. Al the end of this curtain, near the cen- 
ter of the row of studding, one of the studding was 
left out or removed to make a doorway through 
the partition between the two rooms. At the right 
of this doorway, but close lo it, in the lloor of" the 
rear room, was a trap door through the Jloor by 
which communication was had with the cellar 
under the house, front the inside. This was a 
circular cellar about six feet in depth and a Utile 
more than six feet in diameter. From this cellar 
a narrow passage, just wide enough to admit the 
body of a man along it, led under the rear room 
floor to the outside at the rear of the house, 

A garden and orchard of small trees was located 
a short distance back from the rear of the house. 

The only other building upon the place was a 
sod stable large enough to accomodate several 
head of horses. In it were places lo hang harness, 
saddles, and other usual articles belonging to a 
team when used, or to a horse under saddle, 

Ready for Business. 

The Bender Mouse, located as it was upon the 
main travelled road, at the point where the trav- 
eler would stop about noon for dinner, or those 
reaching there late at evening would stop for the 
night, taking supper, bed and breakfast, began 
business as soon as the Bender family had moved 
into it. The si ore was a very convenient place 
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for the traveling public, as well us for neighbors, 
to buy such goods as were kept there for sale* 

CHAPTER ill. 
Life in a Mew Country. 

For daily life, the settler, or claim holder, was 
nccupied in the various ways necessary to make a 
home in thai newly-settled country. They plow- 
ed, harrowed, sowed, planted, cultivated, reaped, 
harvested and gathered, or "shucked" the corn. 
They cut the prairie grass, cured and stacked it 
for hay. They made garden, set out fruit trees, 
Look care of slock by herding upun the prairie and, 
sometimes, feeding hay and grain. 

Often they were away from home for days and 
weeks at a time, to do work by which to earn 
money to enable them to live until the claim lie- 
came a farm to afford means of support and require 
all of their time. 

Neighbors. 

All who held claims and lived within ten miles 
of each other were neighbors, taking friendly inter- 
est, very social and often visiting with each other, 
and especially in case of sickness were they ready 
and only too willing to lend neighborly aid and 
help. 

Life of the Benders* 

The Bender family led the usual life of the new 
settler, adding to it the entertainment of travelers 
for compensation, and they kepL a small stock of 
goods to sell to those who came to buy, whether 
it were the traveler or a neighbor. 

The old man Render and his wife were always 
about the place. John Bender, Jr., was frequent- 
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ly away for days at a lime, hut thai at true ted no 
particular attention aa LhaL was usual und n part 
at the settler life in the new country. JCnto w;ls 
often away, going to near by Lowna to give sean- 
ces, to k-clui-L- r and at one thin: to work as a dining- 
room girl in Chenyvale. Sometimes John, Jr., 
and Kale were Keen in the neighborhood together, 
buL mml often Kate was .seen going about alone. 
La LllG neighbors' houses, attending Sunday-school 
and meeting. She also went io dances. 

Jn 1871, Kate worked as a waitress in the din- 
ing-room of a hotel in Oherryvale for about six 
wecl<s. C. W. Booth was cook at that hotel at 
that Lime and lie became well acquainted with 
Kate, He went willi her to a dance at Big Hill 
in 1872 and danced with her. She was a good 
dancer. 

Travelers Enteria fnerf, 

During the two yearn the Benders lived in that 
house, many stopped and had dinner, while many 
oLliers were Lhere during the night, sleeping in a 
bed in that rear room. 

Some of those went there never to go away, but 
to myHlerioiiHly disappear and not be seen again. 



CHAPTEU IV. 
The Baidcr Neighbors, 

Rudolph Brock munn, n German, lived about 
a half-mile south-west of the Bender House. He 
was often at that house, saw all of Lheni, and con- 
versed with them in the German language. 

Silas Toles lived about half a mile west. He 
bought goods of the Benders during the two years 
they lived there, saw John and Kale often, and in 
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1S72 he walked from campmoetlng with KnLo and 
had a lung nitk. 

George Frye lived a tin If mile south, and fre- 
quently bought goods nL the atom during the two 
years the Benders Jived there. 

Thomoa Jcaiu lived n mile south-east, saw them 
building tho new fnime house, was often at the 
Mender House and sold them wood up to the time 
they left, 

. MauHcc Sparks lived a mile south-west, adjoin- 
ing Mr. Urockmnnn, on the claim where the Ben- 
ders built the log house. Me was at the Mender 
More several times during the two years they lived 
here, and lie knew John, Jr., quite well. Mrs, 
Bender was always at the store and he saw Kale 
at home at work, plainly hut cheaply dressed. 
He met Kate along the road and saw her at meet- 
ings. 1 here she was well dressed. He said Kate 
was a sprightly, active girl. 

Michael Hill, a near neighbor west, often saw 
tnem at home 

David Monahnn, Mr. Lindsay, and Mr. Linn 
lived near, south-east, and each had seen the Ben- 
ders a number r>f times. 

Mrs. Dientz, Mrs, Delia Keck, and Mr. Boyd 
were each near neighbors and often saw the dif- 
ferent members of the Bender family. 

Dr. C. B, Smith lived two and one-half miles 
south-cast. He met both Mrs, Bender and Kate 
several times at the houses of neighbors helping 

ra urm r lhe ,v c ^ whon lie called 10 lreaL PaLlcnls. 
William Dick was a Pennsylvania Dutchman. 

south-east of the Benders. Both often saw (he 

DCnuCTBi 

Sutuhif-Hcftmil CirL 
Mrs. Delia Keck met Kale in a class aL Sundny- 
sclioof during I871> in the Carpenter achool-houie, 
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several different times. Kate was very aUentivc. 
She alno Haw Kate aL meetings in the same place, 
and met Kate Lwlce at Mrs. Dientz's on Sunday 
afternoons when Kate called there. 

Medium. 

Kale claimed to be a Spiritualist Medium and 
was ready to call up the spirit of Mrs. Keek's 
husband, but Mrs. Keck would not consent. Mrs. 
Dientz saw Kale twice at her house and once in 
the wagon with John, Jr., during 1872. Kate told 
Mrs. Dientz she was willing to call up the spirit of 
Mrs. Dientz's son, but made no further attempt 
when told to let all of the Dientz relatives alone, 
whether dead or alive. 

Visitor to the Sick. 

Dr. G. \Y\ Gabriel met both Mrs. Bender and 
Kate at neighbors' during 1872 and 1873 when he 
was called ill ere to treat patients. Both were at 
the bedside of the sick aiding in caring for the 
patient. He met Kate aL Parsons, also, when she 
was there on one of her lecture Lours. 

William Dick herded cattle on the prairie near 
the Bender place during the years 1872-1873. He 
was a Lancaster County, Pensylvania, Dutchman 
and had learned to apeak German while working for 
a well educated German. He frequently bought 
goods at the Bender store and the old man Bender 
waited on him every time. He saw all of the 
Benders, Mrs. Bender talked German and could 
noL I nl Vc English. Dick talked German to old man 
Bender and Mrs. Bender understood all that was 
said. Shu told Dick in German that she did not 
think that they could keep or run the place. The 
old couple were at I he slore every time Dick was 
then*. 

John, Jr., and Kate were often absent whon 
Dick was there. Dick saw Kate riding on horse- 
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back, met her at Sunday-school and observed 
lier doing the housework at Bender House. He 
never talked to lien They simply nodded their 
heads to each other when they met. 

John Bender, Sr., talked very broken English. 
He told Dick that he was a Hollander, had lived 
in Germany on the French line, and there kept n 
bakery. John Bender, Jr., I old Dick that he was 
born in the United Slates. 

Township Trustee 

Leruy R Dick was at that lime a newly-married 
man and was also Township Trustee. He lived 
four miles south-east of the Bender place. He 
met both John Bender, Sr.. and John Bender, Jr., 
at the elections in IH12 and 1873, Ho mot both of 
them in the timber and tried to trade horses with 
them. Mr. Dick saw Kate at Sunday-school anil 
at a singing which lie conducted, several times. 
He saw both Mrs. Mender and Kate at meeting 
in the Carpenter school-house, He saw all of the 
members of the Bender family at their house 
several times and knew them well. 

Freighter, 

J. A. Handley was hauling freight from Fort 
Scott to Independence during the years 1871, 1872 
and 1873. Pie passed the Bender House about 
once each month during that time. Ho stopped 
there to buy goods ond get water* He saw all 
of the Benders quite often and knew them well. 

"Kranku Kate" 

Handley stopped at the Bender House in April, 
1873, to get water. Kate was sitting in the doorway. 
Handley asked her for a bucket to get water. She 
replied in a very indolent manner, "You ought to 
have it." Kate sat still Handly jumped over her 
lap into the room and asked Mm. Bender for n 
bucket and she at once gave it to him, 
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These neighbors were at the Bender House on 
different occasions and for different purposes dur- 
ing the yearn 1871, 1872 and the Spring of 1873, 
JYequenily they met and talked with member** of 
the family. OfLen they went there to pet water 
and to buy goods at, the more. They met John, Jr., 
or Kate, sometimes both of them, on the road. 
They saw Kate at Sunday-school, singing, and 
meetings. Nothing suspicious was seen by any of 
these neighbors. They not only had no knowledge 
of any criminal acts on the part of any of the 
Benders, but no suspicions' were aroused during 
the entire lime and they did not suspect them of 
any deeds, or other conduct of sufficiently bad 
character to ret] u ire any investigation. 



CHAPTER V. 
I nculcuia al Bender House. 

A man by the name of Corlew, who lived at In- 
dependence, in passing the Bender House stopped 
to buy a can or oysters for his noonday lunch. 
Me heard a peculiar struggling and moaning under 
the house. He lesked Kale Bender what it was. 
She told him that a hog had got into the cellar. 
He offered to help get It out Old man Bender 
fiercely informed Corlew that if was none of his 
business, and that If he did. noL like that noise, 
to "move on*" Kate sold the oysters to Corlew. 
She then asked him to sit on the bench at the 
table and eat his lunch* Corlew wanted to go a 
short distance farther on his way where there was 
some good grass for his horses to graze white he 
ate his lunch. He declined her invitation and did 
"move on/' Probably Corlew thereby preserved 
Ida life and escaped becoming one of the Bender 
victims. 
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"Happy Jack" Rccdj as he was familiarly 
known, of Cherryvale, in passing the Bender 
House, caught n glimpse of Kate an deshahUta and 
was charmed with her appearance. He at once 
entered Lho Iiouho. KaLc engaged him in enter- 
taining conversation and gave lilm a etui on the 
bench at Lho table. He Hat but a few minutes when 
fie heard a shrill, peculiar cough, from the door 
stop, oh two travel era rode up close to the door and 
dismounted, Ho felt a peculiar motion aw of some- 
thing fightly and swiftly swishing past him behind 
the curtain. That was probably Lhe fatal hammer 
started on ils murderous mission when arrested 
by that signal which was given by old Mrs. Bender. 
Reed went away with those two horsemen, having 
first promised Kate that he would stop as he 
returned and spend the night. 

The next evening he arrived and Kate greeted 
him gladly and warmly. Soon after his arrival two 
of his friends came to the door on their way to 
Independence. Reed snkl he would send a message 
home by them. Kate tried every way that she 
could devise to keep him from sending that message 
but Reed sent it. 

Kate immediately became very sullen and acted 
cold and distant toward Reed. She did not talk 
with him as she had done before ho sent the 
message, Things became very monotonous for 
Reed and ho retired to a bed in the rear room 
to sleep. 

Near midnight he heard a wagon drive up to the 
front door and old man Bender went out to con- 
duct the driver and horses to the stable. In a few 
minutes Rood heard a heavy blow followed by a 
scream. Then there was a rain or blows in rapid 
succession. Kale Bonder arose from her bed and 
walked to the side of the bed in which Reed lay 
and she stood there. Reed feigned sleep. 

At breakfast the next morning, Kate asked Reed 
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If ho slepL well. Reed said that he* kid not awak- 
ened once during tho whole night. As he made 
thin reply Lo Kate, old man Bender came from 
bcihlnd the curtain and joinocj then at the break- 
fast, and ho sat silently and sullenly through the 
meat* 

AL Independence, Reed Lold this story. He was 
lauglied nl so much by his friends far his coward- 
ice as th'cy termed iL that he dropped Lhe mailer 
and it mm forgotLon until after me flight of the 
Bonders, and the discovery of lhe bodies of their 
victims, when Us revival was convincing (.fiat Reed 
had laid a real incident at Lhe Bender House and 
was not believed. 

German Gitcufs* 

About the last week in February, 1873, an old 
German woman, just over from the Old Country, 
stopped with Lhe Benders for a few days, while her 
son-in-law was looking for a location, She put in 
Lhe care of the Benders fifteen hundred dollars in 
gold coin, two thousand dollars in jewelry and two 
drafts on banks, each for a largo sunn of money. 
When she left they did not return any of her prop- 

f>erly but made some excuse about having sent 
t to a bank for safe keeping- The money and 
jewelry were never returned. Payment was stop- 
ped on the drafts and after some time she received 
the money for them. 

The Woman Canvasser . 

Early in March, 1873. a woman was canvassing 
through theCounLy selhan goods and went to the 
Bender House late one afternoon. She sold Kate 
Bonder some of the goods and was invited to spend 
the evening there which she did. After supper the 
family all insisted that she remain for the night 
which she consented to do. Kate was washing Lhe 
dishes and John, Jr., began to sharpen a very 
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ugly looking knife. She was certain that she saw 
sinister glances ami evil looks exchanged between 
members of tlie Bender family, These things 
matte the woman very nervous unci terrified her 
extremely. 

The woman made same excuse to step outside 
the house nnd ns soon ns she was ouLside of Lite 
door she fled lo the timber along the creek and hid 
herself. Some of the Menders soon followed her 
and hunted for her but did not find her. She made 
her way to Independence and there told her story 
to n lawyer. On his demand Lhe Headers promptly 
returned the goods which the woman had left 
behind in her flight. That lawyer concluded that 
there was nothing in his client's story t but that she 
had an unnecessary fright. 



CHAPTER VI, 
Mysterious Disappearances. 

Sometime during the latter part of the year 
1872 people began to mysteriously disappear when 
they were guests at the Bender House, 

First Victim. 

A man arrived at the Bender Mouse early in 
the Fall of 1872, and said that he wanted to stop 
there a few days while he looked for a location. 
The Benders consented for him to stop with them. 
He had with him over 11 f teen hundred dollars in 
cash, was well dressed nnd talked Lo Kate about his 
money and plans. Ho was never aeon about the 
place nor elsewhere again. No one knew when lie 
went away nor anything else about him. He dis- 
appeared from sight absolutely, 

This man was Lhe firsL vlcUm of the Benders. 
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FlfLcen hundred dollars cash was secured from him 
and the old man Bender ottered to sell some good 
cloLlies in Cherryvalc. 

The "good luck" attending this first victim, 
LogeLher with the fiendish craving to gain money, 
no doubt scared Lhe consciences of the Benders and 
steeled their hearts for the commission of the 
"hellish" deeds of crime which followed this firsL 
one In quick succession. 

More Victims. 

Shortly after this first one came the second, 
H. F, MeKigzie was a guest at the Bender House, 
He was looking for a claim and had a sum of money 
wiLh him. He suddenly disappeared and was seen 
no more alive. 

Following came George Brown and M. R. 
Boyle, both or whom stopped at the Bender House 
and they suddenly disappeared and were never 
again seen alive. 

John Greary went to the Bender House while a 
very sick man. The Benders believed that he 
had a large sum of money. His death occurred 
very suddenly- AfLer his death It was found that 
he had only forLy cents. 

William F. McCrotty nnd Benjamin M, Brown 
became guests at the Bender House. Both were 
looking for locations. McCroLLy had with him 
over two thousand dollars and Brown carried more 
than one thousand dollars. All was in cash. 
Both suddenly disappeared from there. 

G. W. Longcohr lost his wife. A little daughter 
was left to his care. He decided to take the little 
daughter back to Iowa to live. They stopped at 
the Bender House for the night. Both disap- 
peared and were no more seen alive. 

A very handsome young woman between twenty 
and twenty- two years of age was a guest at the 
Bender House. Where she came from, who she 
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was unci wind nhe was cluing at that place were 
mysteries which wore never solved, She suddenly 
unci mysteriously disappeared. 

The Last Victim. 

Dr. William 11. York resided al Independence, 
Kansas. HIh brother, CoL A. M. York, lived at 
Fort Scott, Kansas. Doctor York had been 
visiting with Ills brother at Fort Scott for some 
days from the first week in March, 1873, 

On the 9th of March, Doctor York left his 
brother's home on horse-back intending to go 
directly to his home in Independence. He rode 
a good horse, had a fine saddle, nice blanket and 
splendid bridle. He carried a large sum of money 
on his person, hud a fine walch and he wore good 
clothes. The first night he .slopped at Osage 
Mission* After breakfast the next morning, 
March 10th he continued his journey on horse- 
back. Some acquaintances met the doctor riding 
alone, along the road near Lhe Render house and 
talked with him. He told them that he would 
stop at the Header House for his dinner and have 
his horse fed. 

That was the last ever seen of Doctor York 
alive by any of his friends or acquaintances, He 
reached the Bender House about mid-day on 
March 10, 1873. He did stop there for dinner and 
never left. Doctor York, the horse, saddle, blan- 
ket, bridle, clothes, watch and money all sud- 
denly and entirely disappeared. Neither he nor 
any of the other things were ever again seen except 
the remains of Doctor York. 

Those remains were afterwards exhumer! at the 
Bender place.)) 
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CHAPTER VI L 
A Dinner ut the Bvntlvr House. 

Within one month lifter Doc lor York had stop- 
ped at the Ik" rider House for his dinner, L. T. 
Stephenson P Treasurer or Montgomery County, 
with Judge H. G. Webb of the District Court, 
who lived nt Parsons, were going together from 
Independence to Parsons along that road past 
the Bender House and they stopped for dinner. 

Mr, Stephenson hat) a splendid team of horses, 
silver-mounted harness and a good Lwo-horsu 
buggy in which they were riding. The. Learn was 
in fine condition, high strung and gootl looker*. 
He gave explicit instructions to the oltl man Bender 
to feed the horses without unhitching them from 
the buggy, because, as he explained to Bender, 
he and the Judge were in a great hurry and very 
anxious to get to Parsons early that afternoon. 

Kale Bender took their order Tor the dinner. 
White waiting for her to prepare the meal, Mr. 
Stephenson went out to the stable to see if the 
horses had been fed as he had directed Bender to 
do. The horses Imd been unhitched, puL into the 
stable and the door was locked. Ho returned to 
the house and told the Judge what had been done. 

Their suspicions were at once aroused and they 
began looking about the room. They discovered 
that the partition was a curtain which was fasten- 
ed on the studding at the top* They Baw that 
the table and bench were placed near that curtain. 

Kate came in and placed the dinner on that table 
and said to them, Draw up." She at once left 
the room. Mr, Stephenson and the Judge quietly 
lifted the table and placed it at the other side of 
the room, took chairs, sat down facing the curtain 
and began eating their dinners. The bench was 
left in its former position near the curtain. 

While they were eating, suddenly a quick, 
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vigorous blow struck the other side of the curtain 
and glanced down toward the lloor. At once 
they both arose from the Lable, drew their revolvers 
and walked rapidly to Unstable. Mr. Stephenson 
broke the lock on the door, led out his homes and 
hitched them to the buggy, while the Judge stood 
watching, with revolver in hand, expecting an 
attack from the house. When Mr. Stephenson 
limshed hitching the man to the buggy both 
jumped into it and drove rapidly away towards 
Parsons. As they drove from the Bender place 
several shots were fired about the place, but both 
escaped without being harmed. 

Upon their arrival at Parsons, Mr. Stephenson 
left the Judge there and drove alone Lo Oswego, 
attended to Tils business, and from there he went 
directly to Independence, not passing the Bender 
House on the return trip. When he arrived at 
Independence lie learned of the disappearance of 
Doctor York. He then told of their dinner at the 
Bender House, 

Search Jor Doctor York Begins. 

Several days elapsed. Doctor York did not 
arrive at home, and nothing had been heard from 
him. Colonel York started out from Fort Scott 
in a search for him. He followed the trail of 
Doctor York from that place with the tenacity 
and skill or an Indian scout. He learned that the 
doctoV had remained all night at Osage Mission, 
lef L there in early morning on his journey, had been 
seen on the road some miles west of Parsons only 
u few miles east of the Bender House, had there 
talked with acquaintances and told them that he 
would slop at the Bender House for dinner 

Colonel York made most careful inquiry as he 
went along the road. He looked in every direc- 
tion and manner possible to discover if he could 
leant something of Doctor York or get some 
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two of the horse saddle blanks bridle and 

Spcib, it for ambush were carefully probed foot 
I > foot lonely plan* were searched und streams 

n urged. Not a veto of anything was discov- 
ered and not a shadow of evidence was found to 

1™ ^ 0 tho doctor. Thus Colonel York 

vent through to independence where he first 
heard the rumors about the Bender Incidents. 

At once he made plans for a thorough return 
«oreh and was joined by some men from KS™ 
px-mlenee. At Chcnyvule, C. W. Booth unci ot £ 
jo mcii the party, making in all about twelve men 
The rumors of the events which had taken place at 
Uie llender House were fully discussed b>- these 

and Judge Webb. The partv derided to » 0 

Aii they neared the Bender Mouse they w n 
man sitting by the roadside reading a Bible. One 
of the party recognised that man as John Bender, 

rwi^T °. ne m lhv |)arl >' mmlc inquiries about 
Doctor lork, m answer to winch John, Jr., in- 
formed them that he had been attacked by hat 

wlw ?'S I,B and h * >"«»-ed the docLor 

had fallen a victim to those name outlaws. The 
party, led by Colonel York, rode on to the hen ier 
House, winch was the last place that Doctor York 
was known to have been alive. 

uJf LhC iTO P ro t° "? t0 th0 In front of the 
house, old Mrs. Bender came ami stood in 
doonmy, saying in German, that it was "too 
bad a peaceable family must be disturbed by such 
a crowd of men Kate was standing just inside 

W iS'nnf r r l ^ M ^ nn /' . U,c °^«n Ben- 
der stood not far from Kate. John, Jr., hud walk- 
ed along past t illable and came up near the | f 
and stood outside close to old Mrs. Bender 

In answer to Colonel York's inquiries' about 
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Doctor York having been there, KuLe said that 
hIio served him with dinner and thai lie hail gone 
on his way after dinner, John Bender, Jr., again 
said that he believed that Doctor York had been 
foully dealt with on Drum Creek, where he hud 
been attacked, 

One of the men in Colonel York's party was in- 
clined to Spiritualism and knew that Kate claimed 
to be a medium. He requested Kate to make an 
inquiry and ascertain the whereabouts of Doclur 
York. Kate at once went into a trance, but soon 
reviver! and said that the spirits refused to answer 
her, because there were several unbelievers pres- 
ent. Kale lohl thiH man that if he would come 
alone in five days she would tell him personally 
where the doctor could in? found. He replied to 
her that be would be there. 

Drum Creek Searched. 

Old man Bender and John, Jr., proposed to 
accompany the party to Drum Creek and help 
them search for Doctor York, and this proposition 
was acceded to by Colonel York and the searching 
party. Both of the Bender men went with the 
party and remained all day, helped drag the creek, 
and make search for the body of Doctor York. 
John, Jr., pointed to a supposed human grave, 
but when it was opened the remains of a hog were 
found. Again he said that he had been shot at 
several Limes along there, anil pointed to many 
bp lie t holes in the trees lo verify his sLatement, 

This was on Thursday, April 24, 1873. 

Sua p k i on i \ I in yctt. 

The answer given by Kate Bender when ones* 
tioned at the house, the readiness with which both 
of the Benders went along and aided in the search 
on Drum Creek, together with the arrangement 
between Katcjind the Spiritualist of the party 
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for him lo go back lo the Bender House and she 
would tell him where Doctor York could be found, 
allayed alt suspicion at that time, and Colonel 
York, with this first searching parly, leaving 
Drum Creek and old man and John Bender, Jn, 
returned lo Cherry vale and Independence, going 
away from the scene of the Bender crimes, with 
suspicion allayed and knowledge deferred, to re- 
turn again in eleven days, only with a much larger 
party of searchers, lo then reveal what had trans- 
pired there and arouse the people to Investigation 
and discovery, the horrid ncss of which has never 
been equalled in a civilized community. 



I CHAPTER VIII. 
No Suspicion, No Knowledge of Crimen Committed. 

The four members of the Bender family had 
made their home in that house for two years. 
Many neighbors were going to and from that house, 
others pacing and stopping to get water and buy 
goods, and many travelers took meals and lodging 
who did go away* 

During most of that time, if not all of it, crimes 
were committed by the Benders. The neighbors 
not only had no knowledge of the deeds commit- 
ted, but did not even suspect the Benders of the 
foul crimes, until Colonel York and the party 
came as searchers for absent ones, and made the 
inquiries which Kate and John, Jr., mcL in such a 
manner that it allayed all suspicion, even of the 
party of searchers. 

Another Searching Party Organized 

Colonel York was determined to find his brother 
or secure evidence as to what had become of him. 
But, what should be done? 
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Everybody was now aroused by the disappear- 
ance of Doctor York. The discussion of the 
rumors afloat about the suspicious incidents and 
events which had oceured at the Bender House 
were rife* 

Between twenty-five and thirty determined 
men from independence, Cherry vale, and the 
country around, joined Colonel York, all well 
armed and ready to go with him for a thorough 
search. Among the men who joined that party 
where C, \V, Booth, <jf f 'h< tit vide; Colonel I* rank 
Triplett and his brother, the colonel was visiting 
his brother, who was then living on a claim in 
Montgomery County, and they both joined the 
searching party with Colonel York ; Jake Her- 
berger, George Evans Downer and L. T. Stephen- 
son, Both of the last-named men were members 
of the Vigilance Committee, and they lived at 
Independence. In the party were several Civil 
War veterans, who were settlers on claims in thnl 
new country. 

After a full discussion of the many rumors about 
the Bender Mouse, it was decided to go directly 
to that place and make a thorough investigation. 
Just eleven days alter he had been there with the 
first party. Colonel York returned to the Bender 
House accompanied by these men. It was 
Monday, May G, 1873, when this party reached the 
Bender House, where they found several of the 
neighbors of the Benders engaged in searching 
the house, and later several other neighbors joined 
them. Among the neighbors present when Colonel 
York and party arrived, were Silas Tolcs, Rudolph 
Brockmann, J, J, Johns, and l^eroy F. Dick. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
The Hvmhr Flight Discovered, 

Silas Toles, one of lite neighbors of the Benders, 
with Ins younger brother, were the first to discover 
that the Benders had left, 

On Sunday morning May 1873, about eight 
o'clock, they were passing the Header place, when 
Uiey heard the pin in live bawl of a hungry calf 
in its pen, while just outside stood lis mother, 
with swollen and distended udder, lowing piteous- 
ly in answer to the calf* Evidently she was in 
great agony frotn want of attention. Thinking: 
that the family must be ill, Silas Tolcs went to the 
house to offer their services in caring for tilings 
about the place. He rapped on the door buL re- 
ceived no answer. l ie peered In at a window and 
beheld a scene of confusion, the evidence of a 
hurried departure. They at once turned the cow 
and calf together and hurried away to inform other 
neighbors and secure assistance to make an in- 
vestigation* 

On Monday morning, May 5, Toles induced two 
other neighbors to go along with him, and together 
they went to the Bender Mouse and broke open 
the door. They found things in a chaotic con- 
dition. Clothing of nil kinds belonging to both 
sexes, with babies' garments and expensive articles 
of wearing apparel for both women and mon 
were scattered about the rooms. Household uten- 
sils li tiered the floor. Lying nbout was a consid- 
erable quantity of manuscript containing Kale 
Header's lectures. 

Baidcr Place Scardtcd. 

While these neighbors were examining the Ben- 
der House and its contents, Colonel York with the 
second searching parly came and joiner) in the 
examination of what remained after the Benders 
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had taken flight, All movable tilings were taken 
out (jf the house ami idled on the ground some 
distance away. The house was then carefully 
scrutinized, including the partition of studding 
with the curtain fastened on them. 

The trap door was moaL carefully examined, and 
when it was lifted the men looked through the 
opening beneath and saw the cellar. They saw 
lis gloomyj forbidding outlines, cavernous and 
uninviting, A light was broughL and men des- 
cended into that abyss, shaped like a well, more 
than six feet in diameter and fully six feet deep. 
They found damp looking spots in the bottom, 
which upon careful examination were pronounced 
to be human blood. From this cellar they follow- 
ed a narrow passage, just wide enough to permit 
a man to go ulong it under the rear room of Lhe 
house and came to the outside towards the garden 
and little orchard. 

These men moved about cautiously, carefully 
looking over things, yet entertaining no suspicion 
of the true state of affairs. The search was con- 
tinued in and about the house and cellar for more 
than an hour, but nothing was discovered which 
was evidence of the commission of any crime, 

The Garden ami Orchard. 

Back of the house running parallel with the road 
were several rows of corn fringed with high weeds. 
Beyond these rows of corn was a small garden and 
little orchard of young trees. The ground was 
freshly plowed and nicely harrowed, making it look 
fresh and clean, 

I i will he readily observed that this whole ar- 
rangement Including that Imp door, cellar and 
narrow passage from under the house towards 
the garden was carefully planned to facilitate and 
conceal crime. It was also afterwards discovered 
I hat every particle of subsoil that was removed 
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from llie garden and orchard In mukc the holes in 
which the victims were laid hud liwu taken to Hit? 
.siulile lot and carefully covered with immure. 

Colonel York and several nf the men were out- 
side of tlie house and in full view of Lhe garden nnd 
orchard. Suddenly the Colonel exclaimed, 
"Boys, I see graves yonder in lhe orchard." The 
men hi ug hi nyt I y answered him that he hud "graven 
on the brain? 1 But he insisted that lie saw graves 
and pointed to what lie thought was a grave. 
Finally, after some looking about them, other men 
could see a number of depressions shaped like 
graves in the freshly plowed and harrowed ground. 

Discovery. 

Drawing the ramrod from his musket, Colonel 
York thrust it Into the first depression and drew 
it out. It showed human hair on the end. He 
pushed the ramrod into the second depression, 
drew it out and held it up to their view displaying 
[i fragment of clothing on the end. The wildest ex- 
chement prevailed among the men gathered about 
him, and all thought of the escape of the murderers 
was for the moment entirely forgotten. 

Simiirs a ml Skunk 

Men wildly rushed about looking for spades or 
shovels. Finding them, they worked in turns 
with feverish energy and anxiety to uncover thai, 
first depression and discover If It were in fact a 
grave. They dug to the depth of five feet and 
discovered tlie body of a man practically nude. 
It was lying face down and they gently dug 
around it, tenderly lifted it out with trembling 
hands and laid it on tlie ground with tlie face up 
that it might be seen by all present 

One single glance Into LhaL ghostly face and men 
cried out with expressions of great horror: 
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"// h Doctor York!" 

All of the depressions were then rapidly opened 
by those excited men and each proved to be lhe 
grave of a human being. When all were opened 
and the work finished there were eleven human 
hollies laid out upon the place. Mine of those 
bodies were of men, one was LhaL of a young 
woman and the oLher was that of a little girl 
with its long locks of golden hair. Men wept 
aloud when the body of that little girl was by 
gentle hands tenderly lifted up from its grave 
and laid before the view or that crowd of strong 
men, all of whom instinctively uncovered their 
heads, realizing that it was an innocent little girl 
(hat they beheld, 

VmcH of V nigra nee, 

With hands uplifted towards Heaven, terrible 
vows of vengeance were token by those men against 
the murderers, 

The hotly of the young woman was that of a 
very handsome girl between LwcriLy and twenty- 
two years of age. Who she was, or where she 
came from was a mystery to al] of those present 
at that lime, and it remains a mystery unsolved 
to this day. Her description was* widely publish- 
ed nt that time and every means used to make 
known the fact of finding her remains, but her body 
was never Identified and no one has ever been 
found who could give any information about her. 

Each body removed from those holes was 
>rnctleatly nude. Doctor York's right temple 
md been crushed by a blow from some blunt 
nslrument. Each of those bodies, except that of 
the little girl, had the skull crushed in one or more 
places by n blow from Home blunt instrument, 

In Lhe rear room or the house was found three 
hummers of different sizes. Upon examination 



41 THE BENDERS IN KANSAS 

of these hammers Lhu men present concluded that 
all of ilit 1 blows hud been struck with these 
hammers. 

Little Girl Smothered. 

Every indication about the remains of the 
tittle girl was t hut she had been smothered. Her 
body was found in the same hole with that of her 
Tather and was lying under his body, so it was 
the opinion of those present that it must have been 
put in there first. 

Buried Alt re. 

Ft oni the horribly distorted appearance of the 
features, I i nibs and body of that little girl, many of 
those present insisted LhaL it was clearly evident 
thai she bad been put into that hole while she was 
yet alive. 

House Pulled Down 

Every corner and thing about that place was 
thoroughly searched and it was completely torn 
up. The house was pulled from its foundation. 
Afterwards it was Lorn in pieces and carried away 
as KHiveniii by ihc curious who visited the place. 



CHAPTER X. 
German Neighbor. 

Rudolph Broekmann lived on the claim which 
cornered on the southwest with the Bender claim. 
He was a German, When the Benders first came 
to make a location they stopped on his claim for 
ten days* Broekmann frequently went to the 
Bender store to buy good** while they lived there* 
The Benders had been seen to visit Brockmonn's 
place, too, Broekmann talked with the Benders 
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in German. Broekmann came to tfie Bender 
I louse LhaL Monday morning, as did other neigh- 
bors, to make an investigation. He aided Colonel 
York and party to search the Bender House and 
premises. He worked as hard and earnestly with 
spade and above! as did any of the party in 
opening those holes containing bodies. 

Some one in that party intimated that Brock- 
man knew about the commission of the crimes by 
the Benders, He was questioned very closely but 
denied nil knowledge of their crimes. He admit- 
ted that he had been at the Bender store, had 
bought goods there, that they did stop on his 
claim at first and that some of the Benders had 
visited at his house since. That he always talked 
in German language with them. 

Many of the men in that parly were much excit- 
ed by the day's events and were justly aroused and 
indignant. They had vowed vengeance on the 
murderers and they thirsted to avenge the foul 
murders that had just been discovered. 

Some one made the suggestion that Broekmann 
was an accomplice of the Benders. Suspicion at 
once seized the minds of that body of men, 

A Rope! 

Some one cried out, "Get a rope!" Excitement 
woa intense. A rope was brough t, a noose made on 
one end of it and that was put around the neck of 
Broekmann. The other end was put over a sup- 
port find several men caught hold of the rope and 
pulled Broekmann up in the air. He was held 
there awhile and then leL down to confess his 
pill. He still protested that he was innocent ond 
knew nothing to tell. He was drawn up and let 
flown bc vend times to make him tell of his supposed 
complicity in the Bender crimes. To the end he 
denied all knowledge and vigorously protested that 
he was Innocent. That "hanging" was repeated 
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several Limes until Hrockmann was more dead Limn 
alive, when cooler heads prevailed, and he wan net 
free ami permitted to «o to his home. 

[jeroy F, Dick went to the Bender place thai 
Monday while the search was in progress, but he 
did not remain all day. lie made a hnsl y disposal 
of Lhe property li-fL behind by the Benders, retain- 
ing three hammers and a clock as evidence. The 
hammers were a six-puuud collier, an Alsatian shoe 
hammer and a common small hammer, 

BvtlivH ofEhrat Victims. 

The bodies of those victims which were exhumed 
and identified were: Dr. William H. York, Benja- 
min M. Brown f John Creary, William F. Mc- 
Croliy, JL T, McKitfzie, Ckorfsc Brown, M, It 
Boyle and (L W. UmKcolir and his little daughter. 

Those which were rifiL idenliflcd were Lhe bodies 
of one man and LlmL of the unknown young 
woman. 

Other bodies and some skeletons were after- 
wards found along Lhe hnUom, in Lhe timber, and 
one some d Is La nee from the Bender House, near 
Cherry vale, in a creek or pond. All of lliese 
were very probably victims of Lhe Menders, and 
from these facts il is knnwn that they dirl not pur 
all of Liieir victims in Lhe depressions discoverer I 
by the party with Colonel York, back of the 
Bender House in the garden and orchard, 

CHAPTER XL 

I low The Bender* Did It. 
When the meal was ready lhe guest was given a 
seat on that bench between the table and the cur- 
tain. When seated on the bench the back of the 
person would l>e toward Lhe partition close to the 
curtain. 
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Behind this curtain the "ahe-devir' Kule, or 
one of the other members of the family Commuted 
by the evil mind of Kate, would steal quietly and 
lake a standing position, hummer in hand, close 
to the curtain, mid with I he foot push the curtain 
along the floor towards the bench until the outlines 
of t lie form of the person sealed on the bench were 
clearly shown. The hammer was held in Lh: 1 hands 
uplifted, ready to strike the blow at the proper 
moment, As soon as the outlines of the head were 
seen, the blow was struck, This blow crushed Hie 
skull and the stunned victim fell on Lhe floor* 

The trap door was very near, just to the right, 
inside the opening between Lhe studding or the 
partition for n doorway. The body was at once 
dragged to this trap door, it wus quickly raised, 
the head of the victim was placed so as to hung 
into the opening over the cellar beneath* The 
throat was cut with a large knife, the body was 
dropped into the cellar and the trap door quickly 
closed. In a moment nothing remained visible 
to tell the tale of the horrible deed which had thus 
been committed. All evidence of what had been 
done had disappeared into the cellar and with the 
l rap door closed, things moved along as though 
nothing had transpired in that room and the Ben- 
ders were ready to receive and entertain the next 
guest. At night the body was robbed of money, 
clothing and valuables, Under cover of darkness 
the body was taken from the cellar alonjj that 
narrow passage to the outside and buried in the 
garden and orchard. 

When Mr, Corlew was informed thnL a hog had 
fallen into that cellar, it was probably one of the 
Bender victims, a human being and not n hog, 
that had just been thrown through that I rap 
door Into the cellar. What he heard was the dying 
moans and struggles of a fellow being* 1 1 Is not to 
Ik* wondered that old man Bender so fiercely Bald 
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it was none of Mr, Cor lew's business, and for him 
to "move on/' 

Date The Haulers Fled. 

Colonel York wm at the Bender Mouse with the 
first party on the SMth day of April, 1873. In 
answer to the request of the Spiritualist of the 
party, Kate promised that if ho would come alone 
in five days she would tell him where Doctor York 
could be found. That would be the 29th of April. 

Kate expected to answer that inquiry to that 
inquirer alone, and she wailed expectantly for thai 
opportunity. She looked for him to come, and 
that alone. The Benders all waited his coming 
undoubtedly certain of another victim. Me did 
not return and none of the party came again. 
When he did not come for that answer, ami none 
of that party returned to make any further in- 
quiry, it was ominous. The Benders then took 
alarm ami they hastily prepared for Might. The 
condition of the house disclosed the fact of the 
hasty departure. 

It was on Sunday morning, the lth of May that 
Silas Toles, with his brother, discovered that the 
Benders had gone. From the condition of the cow 
and calf it was evident that they had l>een gone 
some three or four days, hut not more than that. 
The Benders did not leave before the 29th of April, 
the day thaL they expected that Spiritualist to 
come alone to get the answer from Kate to his 
Inquiry as to the" whereabouts of Doctor York. It 
is evident that they had been gone three or four 
days only when Mr. Toles found the condition of 
the cow and calf to be so pitiful and relieved it and 
went to get neighbors lo investigate. 

The Benders fled the night of the 29th of April, 

iH?;i, 
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The Direction thv tJvmtvm Flvrf, 

The Benders knew that country well. They 
also knew that Colonel York hud been at Parsons 
making inquiries in his search for Doctor York; 
they knew that at Cherry vale ami Independence 
there were many people who would recognize some 
of the Benders if Ihey saw them; they would ex* 
peel that Colonel York had reported the result 
of the visit to the I lender I louse and the search on 
Drum Creek. To go towards cither Parsons, 
Cherry vale or Independence, certain recognition 
awaited them. 

To the South lay the high rolling prairie and 
mounds about Mound Valley from which a long 
view could be had, so that would not be a safe 
direction to travel. North, the timber bordered 
the streams as far as Thayer, Kansas. The 
country in that direction was sparsely settled 
and the mails were but little traveled. In that 
direction the (lenders could travel at niyht and 
could easily disappear in the friendly growth of 
underbrush. They would meet but few persons, 
if any. Thnt was the best course for their night. 

How The Bender* Went A wan. 

The I tenders drove a team attached to a two- 
horse farm wagon, which they left in the timber 
about one mile from Thayer. This Is evidence 
of the fact that they left Bender Mouse by driving 
a team away. The horses had been taken from 
the wagon and tied with ropes about their necks to 
the sides of the wagon bed. When found the 
horses had eaten large notches in the sides of the 
wagon- bed and were almost famished with hunger 
and thirst, 

U'ftcrr The Ihmiem Went. 

The Menders bought railroad LiekeU from Thay- 
er to Humboldt, Kansas, a small town nbouL 
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twenty-live miles north on the M. K. & T. railway. 
That rojul runs south from II umboldt to Vinita, 
Indian Territory, and on through to Dcnison, 
Texas. The Benders traveled from Humboldt 
on that railroad in the South and hnve never been 
icen since. 



CHAPTER XII 
Bund uj Desperadoes. 

Col. Frank TripJeit and several others who 
were present at the Header House with Colonel 
York, after careful investigation were of the 
opinion that the Benders were members of a lance 
and well organized gang of desperadoes, who were 
at I hat lime operating extensively along theSouth- 
ern Kansas border, throughout the Indian Terri- 
tory, and away to the West into the Texas Panhan- 
dle and No-Man's- Lind. 

There was not one of the victims of the Benders 
but what went there with either a team and wagon, 
a horse and saddle and other personal property 
and effects, besides having money with them. 
None of the horses, wagons, harness, saddles or 
any of their equipment, nor any of the personal 
property, was ever disposed of by any of the 
Benders in that locality, nor was any of it ever 
heard of afterwards* No one knew of any member 
of the Bender family being away from the Bender 
House for any great length of time, 

Coiijcticratat. 

This wjis conclusive evidence to many that 
confederates of the Benders ran off all of the stock 
at onec and disposed of it in some place safe from 
dlHcovery. It was doubtless some of these con- 
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federates who nun It' possible I lie escape of the 
Benders, 

-*t itQf Arr Ahautfonat Team, 

A buu L the time of the Clij^hl of the Benders from 
Bender House, the people at New Chicago, now 
Chanute, Kansas, then a little town, some twenty 
miles north of the J lender pi nee, discovered n team 
of horses attached to a wagon which had been tied 
in one of the streets fur two days without food or 
attention. That team and wagon was never 
claimed by anyone, it was at once supposed that 
this was the team by which the Benders made 
their escape. This fact was never established, 
however, though believed by some, but flatly 
contradicted by the fact of the abandoned team 
near Thayer some miles south. The shrewdest 
heads throughout that part of the country believed 
that team was driven to Charm to by confederates 
and left there merely as a blind to throw puraurcrs 
olf the real trail of the Benders and let them escape. 

Posse Organized. 

Colonel York took charge of the remains of 
Doctor York and pave them proper care and 
interment, while others looked after the remains of 
the other victims which had been exhumed from 
the Bender graveyard. 

Many of the others In that party at the Bender 
place who were brave, determined men, lost no 
time that day, but organized a posse to pursue and, 
if possible, capture the fleeing Benders. This 
posse, after it was organized, was divided into four 
parties, each of which at once started in a 
different direction in pursuit. Among the mcm- 
bens were old veterans who hnd only a few years 
before been seasoned by service In the Union army. 
Naturally they "fall in" and unite for service when 
duty calls lo courageous and hard work of the 
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character required to pursue violators of the law, 
especially of the class to which the Benders most 
clearly belonged. Seven of those old veterans, 
good and brave men, tried and true, formed one of 
the four divisions of that posse and they chose for 
the leader a former Captain of a Company in one 
of the best Regiments and most serviceable, of a 
leading Western State, 

The Purmiil nf the Rentiers. 

The division of the posse led by the Captain 
started In a Southerly direction, headed for the 
Indian Territory line, as they believed that was the 
most probable course the Benders would take to 
get where they would be safe and find shelter 
among other outlaws. Within forly-eight hours 
that posse was "hot on Lhe trail" of the Benders* 
A second division of the posse went towards 
Thayer, Kansas, A third division went towards 
Cherryvale and Independence, a fourth division 
went toward Parsons, and from there to Oswego. 
The pursuit of the Benders was begun in that 
manner from the Bender place that day. 

The Captain and his men followed the trail 
into the Indian Territory for some distance and 
returned in a few days from pursuit. They said 
they had given up the hunt, and they at once 
dropped tho subject of the Benders or their pur- 
suit. After their return the whereabouts of the 
Benders never seemed of any interest nor did it 
seem to bother any of that group of men. 

IL was a surprise to their friends and acquain- 
tances how quickly they dropped the whole mat- 
ter nntl would not talk about It. 

When they returned it was generally under- 
stood somehow that they had attended while 
gone a "lynching bee" somewhere in the Terri- 
tory* Thnt they disposed of Lhe entire Bender 
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family hits always km suspected by many mid 
anil fully believed liy some. 

Not one single member or (lie Captain's men 
has ever peached. 

Each of i he other division* of the jjos-se skir- 
mished around all over that pan of I he country 
in the direction they iirst started unci the members 
returned to their homes believing that the Bend em 
escaped. 

Since that time there have been numerous 
[lenders located in various parts of the country, 
hut none of them have been fully and satisfactor- 
ily identified as members of that notorious family. 

Governor's Proclamation. 

Under date of May 17. 1873, Governor Osborn 
of Kansas, issued a proclamation, which read, in 
part, as follows: 

Whtrta*i Several niroduiu murders hnvit heun recently 
committed in Lubetio County, Kunsn*, under drcurnii inner* 
wlildi futon* beyond ilouht the romm talon of these crimen 
UfKin n family known in tin- lender Fit m liy. 

The reward was offered of Five Hundred Dol- 
lars for the capture and delivery or either of the 
parlies to ihe ShcrilT of UbeLte CounLv, unci IL 
also contained the following: 

Description oj Ike Betutera* 

John Mender, about nbtiy yearn of age, flvo feci, cEiftit or 
nine Indira in height, German, Hpealoi Inn llttlo Kngltah, 
dark complexion, no whinner* rind apnrely built, 

Mrs* Ilenrier, ubom fllty yenrn of urg, rather lieiivy net, 
blue eyes, brown hair, Gentian, niie nk* broken En«Hii]L 

John Homier, Jr., tttits* John GebhtmU, flvo feci, elfdil or 
nine inches in helRliUnltghlly built, grey eyes, with brownish 
tint, brown hair, Hirht mu*tache, no whbkcm, about iwcnty- 
wven yearn of aKi\ ajienU* Knj»K*h whh Grrrrmn ncreni. 

Kair Urndcr. nboui twenty-four years of n^o, durk Imlr 
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imdeym, ej>otl Inokln^, well formed, rather bald In artpenr- 
una.% llueiit lulker, npuuku EZiikHhU with very lit lie German 
aecent. 

All Inure of the Huialcm was Inst, The entire 
family had tllKappenrcd, Many believed that 
Lhey were all extermlmderL Others denied thai 
Lhey were dead, Whnf. htid become! of them was 
an unanawcrud question. 

More than twelve veurn parsed and the ques- 
tion whether the I lender* were yel living was not 
answered. Kimilly a supposed clew was given by 
a woman, who hnd obtained her information 
from a ma I emeu L mnde to her hy another woman, 
at the time washing for the informant, Tim 
led to ihe positive declaration that the Benders 
were alive and then living In Ihe Slate of Michi- 
gan. 



CHAPTKU XIII. 

The Washerwoman. 

A woman, who had lost her husband a short 
time before, lived tit Mcpherson, Kansas, in the 
year 1880. She was compelled to do washing, 
lo earn the living for herself and two lit. tie girls. 
She washed for many people at their homes. She 
had formerly lived in Michigan and came from that 
Slate to Mcpherson in the year 1884, The name 
of thin washerwoman was Sarah Eliza Davis. 

A Dream Interpreted. 

AmoiiK those for whom this woman did washing 
at their homes was Mrs. Frances MeCann, the 
wife of n hardware merchant of McPhorson. 

Mrs, McCann had a strange dream during the 
time that Mrs. Davis was doing washing at her 
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house. That dream re v wiled La Mrs. McCann 
I In- murder of un aid m;m by an rsltl woman and 
tier daughter. Mrs. McCann told that dream to 
Mrs, Davis and informed her that she was very 
much troubled over it* Mrs. Davis interpreted 
it Tor her: 

There was a murder of an old man. The mur- 
dered man was John W, Sanford, [ L was commit- 
ted at Windsor, Canada, H was committed by 
the mother of Mr**. Davis and an elder daughter, 
who was the wife of the murdered man. U was 
clone when Mrs. Davis was a little girl, Mrs, 
MeCann was Uie little daughter of that murdered 
man. 

This was the interpretation of Unit dream by 
Mrs. Davis, and she llien told Mrs. McCunn thai 
the wife of the murdered Sanford afterwards mar- 
ried Stokes, of New York, who killed Fi.sk. This 
was the story told Mi's. McCann by her washer- 
woman. 

Parent Discoccrcd. 

Mi's. McCann did not know her own parentage* 

She was so impressed with the interpretation of 
her dream by Mrs, Davis that she made the jour- 
ney to Kentucky i where she visited the orphan 
asylum in which she was reared. There she dis- 
covered that she had been received at that insti- 
tution m Frances Sanford. 

Her next journey was to Windsor, Canada, 
where she learned (hat a man by the name of John 
W. Sanford had been murdered there many years 
before. 

The Woman Dctccikc. 

Mrs, McCann returned to McPherson deter- 
mined to prosecute her search for I he murderer 
of her father and bring thai murderer to a con- 
viction and punishment. She nl once began her 
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work as a detective by shadowing Sarah Ellxu 
Davis, her own washerwoman. 

Mrs. Davis being confined ut home by sickness 
Mrs. MeCann went to the home of Mrs, Davis 
lo £ce her and sympathise with her, Mrs. Davis 
was an ignorant, superstitious woman and believed 
that Mrs. MeCann was a Spiritualist having 
su|KTnaLunil powers. Mrs. MeCann expressed 
great sympathy for Mrs. Davis and for several 
weeks during her sickness made daily visits to 
see Mrs. Davis, saying that she was doing so 
"for sweet charity's sake/* 

She first placed a magnet in Mrs. Davis 1 hand. 
The effect was mesmeric and she had Mrs. Davis 
mesmerized. Then she showed Mrs. Davis an 
instrument which she said would write the maiden 
nnme and birth-place of Mrs, Davis, if she would 
just hold her hand upon it. Mrs. Davis placed 
Iter hand upon it. The instrument wrote: "Surah 
Eliza Mark, Cattaraugus County, New York, 11 
the maiden name and place of birth of Mrs. Davis. 
What it meant, Mrs, Davis did not know* It was 
a deep mystery lo her. 

From that moment Mrs. MeCann could do 
anything site wished to do with Mrs. Davis, She 
was absolutely under her control. She would 
ash a question and Mrs. Davis would answer It 
just as Mrs. MeCann desired Her to answer it. 

Bender Idea, 

Mrs. MeCann saitl that there was one thing 
which Mrs. Davis had declared that she would 
never tell to Mrs. MeCann. That one thing Mrs, 
Mct'ann was determined to make Mrs, Davis 
tell her She kept thinking about that matter 
and how to get Mrs. Davis to tell it to her. Sud- 
denly, like a Hash of bright light, it came to her 
mind that Mrs. Davis and her mother, without 
any doubt, were 
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The Bender Women. 

She asked Mm. Davis the point blank question, 
if her mother was Mrs. HenuerT Mrs, Davis be- 
came very indignant and told Mrs, MeCann to 
never again refer to that subject, On another 
occasion while Mrs, Davis was busy over the 
wash tub, Mrs. MeCann in a careless, off- hand 
manner, asked Mrs. Davis how many there wen.- 
in the Bender family, 

Mrs, Davis replied, "Well, let me see. There 

was Mother — She stopped for an 

instant, and then throwing up her hands, exclaim- 
ed, "Now you have my secret] I have told you 
alL' J She then warned Mrs. MeCann to never 
mention thuL matter again, either Lo her or lo any 
one else. 

In many other conversations after thai Mrs. 
Davis told of murders committed by her mother 
and family, and left the impression stronger each 
time that they were indeed the Benders. Mrs. 
MeCann believed that the rehearsing of the mur- 
ders was for the Hole purpose of convincing her that 
she was in danger from thaL family. 

That dream, its interpretation and the conver- 
sations with Mrs, Davis, as well an Lite confession 
which had followed in consecutive order, formed the 
groundwork of all subsequent investigations, and 
the result of the whole was the arrest of Mrs* 
Davis and her mother in Michigan as the Bender 
women. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Intuition-Guided* 

Mrs, MeCann claimed that she was guided in 
all of her work solely by intuition, or impressions 
made upon her mind by some mysterious influence. 
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She was convinced lliat Mrs, Davis 1 statement 
thai her mother had murdered the father of Mrs. 
McCann was true, and she was determined to 
establish that fact by evidence and convict ami 
punish the murderer. 

The State Would Prosecute, 

After petting the confession from Mrs. Du vis 
that her mother was old Mrs, Bonder, it was clear 
to Mrs. McCann thai the State of Kansas would 
prosecute the lienors W located ami identified. 

If she located and identified these as the Bender 
women, she would secure the reward which she 
hail been informed was outstanding Tor them, 
and she would also obtain a world-wide reputation 
ns a woman detective. Perchance, she would also 
punish the murderers of her own father, which Bite 
so much ilesireil to do. 

Mm. Darin Ltaira Kansas, 

A short time after the disclosure Lo Mrs. Mc- 
Cann that lnr mother was old Mrs. Bender, the 
washerwoman left MePhcrson and with her lit Lie 
children moved hack to Michigan. 

Mrs. McCann Goes to Michigan. 

Soon after Mrs* Davis left t Mrs* McCann 
followed her to Michigan and there constantly 
shallowed her. Upon her arrival in Miehignn, 
she located the mother of Mrs, Davis who was 
living at N T iles and was known there as Mrs* A1- 
mira ( JrifTUh. She also learned that these women 
bore a bad reputation and were said nmong 
"Hirers to belong to the criminal chesses. To keep 
a close watch on every movement, by Mm. Davis 
and her mother. Mm, McCann woo Id of I en spend 
the whole night in the outbuildings upon the 
premises where they were living, 

Mrs. McCann Induced the officers at Niles, 
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Michigan, during the summer of to advise 

Mr. John II, Morrison, the Prosecuting Attorney 
of I^abeLLe County, Kansas, living at Oswego, that 
the two women,' Mrs. Davis and Mrs. tiriflhh, 
Were known to he bad criminals, and that tin' 
authorities l>elicvcd that these women were old 
Mrs. Header and her daughter, Kale, members of 
thai notorious family, and formerly of Labette 
County. After quite a con espondence with the 
Michigan officers, Mr* Morrison decided to sub* 
mit the correspondence on the subject lo the 
County Commissioners of Isabel te County, which 
he did, 

Lrroff F. Dick Gam to Michigan, 

The County Commissioners carefully considered 
the ma tier when submitted to them by Mr. Mor- 
rison, and dec it led to send Lcroy F. Dick, a former 
neighbor of the [lenders, well acquainted with 
them when I hey were living in Label tc County, 
and who took charge and disposer! of the properlv 
left behind by the Benders, lo Michigan to investi- 
gate. Mr. Dick had retained the hammers and 
clock, left by the Benders, as evidence, He had 
been Sheriff of UibcLte County and was at this 
lime Jiving in Parsons. 

The County Commissioners instructed Mr. 
Dick to go to Niles, Michigan, and carefully in- 
vestigate the whole matter, identify the Benders 
if they were found, and to ascertain if these sus* 
peeled women were really the Bender women, 
Mr, Dick had ofLen met both Mrs. Bender and 
Kate when they lived on the Bender place and 
would know them if he met them anywhere* 
He was instructed to go wherever necessary, get 
all the facts possible and to locate I lie Benders if 
they could be found. 

Mr. Dick so authorized by the County Cnm- 
mlsslonei-s made the trip. Afterwards he re- 
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ported that in makjng this investigation he travel- 
ed nil over the State of Michigan, then wont to 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and 
Canada. He said that in making Investigation 
he traveled more than eleven thousand miles. 

The Renders Found. 

Mr. Dick found the old woman Bender, Kate 
Header, and two other daughters of old Mrs. 
Bender, but of the old man Bender and John, Jr., 
he could not get any trace at all. 

Lie saw rind talked with Mrs, Griffith and Mis. 
Da via while in Michigan, and he was convinced 
that these women were the old woman Bender 
and Kate Bender, whom he knew so well In 
Labette County, when the Bender family were 
keeping the Bender Ilousc. lie conferred with 
Mrs, McCann and the officials, and he was in 
daily conference with Mrs. McCann, to determine 
what was best to be doae to prevent these noted 
criminals, the Bender women, from making their 
escape, before he could return lo Kansas, make his 
report, secure requisitions necessary lo Lake them 
to Kansas as the Benders, and again get to Michi- 
gan to lake charge of these women, 

To prevent escape It was decided that Mrs. 
Griffith and Mrs. Davis must be held by some 
court process until requisition papers arrived. 
One or both of them must be arrested and either 
placed in jail, or be put under bond and the ease 
must bo held along until Mr. Dick could go to 
Kansas and got back with the necessary papers. 
Mrs. Griffith and one of her daughters were very 
much incensed and angry towards Mrs. Davis 
for having told Mrs, McCann that Mrs. Grif- 
fith was old Mrs. Bonder. That made it easy 
for the officials at Niles to induce Mrs, Griffith 
to file a charge of larceny against her daughter, 
Mrs. Davis. Mrs. Davis liar I lately moved to 
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Lansing where she had secured work. TlmL 
charge was filled at NMIes, a warrant was issued 
and the Sheriff of Berrien County wont to Lan- 
sing with that wamint, arrested Mrs, Davis and 
brought her I Kick to Miles us u prisoner where she 
was arraigned in Court, climbed with larceny. 

After the arraignment and before the prelimi- 
nary hearing, Mrs. Davis and her mother, Mi's. 
CriflHh became reconciled over their differences 
and they started on foot together Lo make their 
cscui>c in the night Lime. They were liolh appre- 
hended, brought back and held. 



CHAPTER XV. 
Mrs, McCann Keeps Watch, 

To be certain that Mrs, Davis and her mother, 
Mrs, Griffith, did not escape until the papers 
arrived io lake them to Kansas, Mrs. McCann 
remained .in Michigan watching every move they 
made and waiting for Mr. Dick to come from 
Kansas with requisition pa pent. 

Dick Returns to Kansas. 

In the meantime Mr. Dick went to Oswego 
and made his report, In Ids opinion, they were, 
beyond doubt, the guilty parties, Mrs. Griffith 
was old Mrs. Bender and Mrs. Davis was Kate 
{lender. He knew them when they lived in the 
Bender House in Labette County, he knew (hem 
now, and was sure they were the parties. 

Upon the slicngth of Mr. Dick's positive iden- 
tification, the papers for requisition were prepared, 
submitted to the Cover nor c>T Kansas, by 1dm 
approved and signed, appointing Woy Pi Dick 
the agent of the Slate of Kansas to receive the 
prisoners from the officials of 1 he* State of Miehl- 
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gan and bring them to Kansas as the Bender 
women. With these papers Mr. Dkk again trav- 
eled to Michigan, presented them lo the Govern- 
or of that State and they were approved, He went 
to Nlles where the officials delivered to him Mrs. 
Griffith as old Mrs. Bender and Mm. Davis as 
Kate Bender. 

While Mr. Dick was gone to Kansas to get the 
papers, the officials in Michigan had played the 
usual game of delay in court proceedings to hold 
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Griffith and prevent their 
escape, 

Thv Larceny Case* 

The case against Mrs. Davis on the larceny 
charge was pending in Justice court and had been 
continued from lime to time with no ofTorL really 
made to complete the hearing, until the people 
were wearied with the talk about the case, com- 
pletely disgusted and were censuring the officials 
for so much delay. 

On the 22nd flay of October, 1889, the prelimi- 
nary in that case was had before a Justice in 
Miles, Michigan, Mr, Dick had returned from 
Kansas and both he and Mrs. McCann were 
present and heard the testimony in the case. 
Mrs. Davis, in her testimony on her own behalf, 
stated thai she had been threatened by the son- 
in-law of Mi's* Griffith, and by the Prosecuting 
Attorney Britlgemnn with the penitentiary. She 
stated her unwillingness to give her testimony, as 
it would be against her mother, Mrs, Griffith, and 
would "send her to the pen," She then proceeded 
to tell a story of much length in which she said 
t Imlshesaw her mother murder an infant, theille#iU- 
mate child of another daughter, when Mrs. Davis 
was a little girl, In 1850; that her mother killed an 
old woman with an ax-helve and disposed of the 
burly by weighting it and sinking it in a slough. 



Uii THE UKNDKItS IN KANSAS 

taking the witness, then n Mule girl, with her at 
night; UioL her mother bad been arrested, tried, 
convicted, sentenced and committed to the 
Detroit House of Correction and had served a 
term there for manslaughter. 

She slated that she had received tcLlcra from her 
mother written from Kaus:is, Colorado and Texan 
from 1872 to 1874. That those letters had lately 
been stolen from witness; that Elizabeth, an older 
daughter of Mrs. Griffith, married a Mr. Sanford. 
He was murdered by that daughter and her mother, 
Mrs. Griffith, at Windsor, Canada, when witness 
was a little girl, eight or nine years old. Witness 
described the killing and her running away. Thai 
the same daughter, Elizabeth, married Stokes, the 
man who killed Fisk in New York; that her 
mother told her of the killing of her husband, 
Griffith, and that his body was thrown into a well. 

Upon the uncorroborated story of Mrs. Davis, 
after she gave that testimony, which shows how 
unreliable were statements made by her, and the 
uncertain evidence of identity by persons who had 
not seen old Mrs, Bender for more than sixteen 
years, it was decided that Mrs, Almlra Griffith 
was really old Mrs. Bender and she must be taken 
to Kansas to be tried for the murder of Dr. Wil- 
liam H. York and other victims of that notorious 
Bender family. 

But more strange Utan this, and without any 
evidence except the fact that she was the daughter 
of Mrs. Griffith, it was determined that Sarah 
Eliza Davis, who had resided in Kansas several 
years of late, and had told Mrs. McCann the story 
upon which the Bender I don had developed, was 
the veritable Kate Bender, Jr.; that she must be 
taken to Kansas with her mother, also charged 
with the murder of Dr. York and the other Bender 
victims, 

Leroy R Dick was present and heard all the 
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testimony In that larceny ease as given by Mrs. 
Griffith, Mrs, Davis and others, lie saw and 
talked with both of these women in Michigan, 
heard their numerous stories, tall ked with two other 
daughters or Mrs, Griffith, and with other people 
who had known both of these women since the 
early sixties* I I e was there as the representative 
of Labette County, Kansas, with authority to 
fully investigate and determine whether they were 
in fact the Bender women. He knew the Benders 
when he lived near them, and he should have 
known them when he saw them in Michigan. 

It wots decided to take these two women to Os- 
wego, Kansas, as the Bender women* seperate 
Mrs. Davis from three little children all dependent 
on her labor for support, and throw them on the 
public charge— HubjecLs of charity which they had 
never been while living wiLh their mother. But 
more sad f than all of this, the youngest child of 
Mrs, Davis was nursing, and if Lhe mother wenL to 
jail, thai child musL go, loo, and go it did with its 
mother Lo Oawcgo, Kansas, and there remained in 
"durance vile" until ils mother was discharged, 

Thv ihmivr Womni in Jail, 

Leroy R Dick, accompanied by Mrs. McCann, 
took those women from Niles, Michigan, lo Oswego 
charged with the murder of Dr. William H. York, 
at the Bender House, in Labette County, Kansas. 
With ils mother he took that nursing child along 
to a prison. Ho delivered them to the Sheriff, W, 
I\ Wilson, at Oswego, on the 1st day of November, 
1889, thereby performing his part in that sad 
drama, as fully and successfully as he possibly 
could. 

News of the apprehension of such noted crimi- 
nals was widely published in the newspapers all 
over the Slate of Kansas and in the large cities of 
the West. 
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The two women* Mrs, Almira ( JriflHSt and Mrs. 
Sarnh Eliza Davis, and thia little two-year-old girl 
languished in "durance vile," 



CHAPTER XVI, 
77i*- DtfamhintH 1 Attuniuyii. 

On the second day of November, 188 f J, Judge 
II. Webb or Parsons, and J. T. James, lately 
from Minneapolis, Minnesota, became Lhc attor- 
neys for the defense of these two women. The 
women wore far from home, friends and acquain- 
tances: they were without money or ready means 
to make their defense and they could not pay 
counsel fees. These two attorneys undertook 
the defense j well knowing that they would have 
a long, bard fight and Ihey gave their time, money 
and legal ability to the service of these defendants 

As lawyers, they were ready and willing to do 
ibis work, and thus perform their duty in the 
defense of the poor, as under the oath taken upon 
admission to practice, all lawyers are required to 
do. They trusted in that reward of the future, 
which will always come to the worthy lawyer, 
who gains a reputation honorably in the defense 
or those charged with some great crime, elh was that 
of the Benders* 

The Trial u/ ih& Alleged BcihUvh. 

Under the laws of Kansas, at that time, a pre- 
liminary bearing must be given persons charged 
with the commission of a crime. Hie bearing of 
the charge for murder, ngainst these women, ok 
the Benders, was set for Monday, the 18th day of 
November, 1881), at the hour of 10 o'clock in the 
forenoon. The specific charge was the murder of 
Dr. William 11, York, on the 5th day of May, 



™ THE LUINDEKS IN KANSAS 

1873, at and within Uibette County, Kansas. 
The Justice record recited that the warrant wan 
returned and filed November, 2, 1889, with Kate 
Bender, Sr. and Kate I lender, Jr., in court. The 
lu-anrm wsis had in tin* District Court room, in 
Uie Court HoiLse at Oswego, Justice of the Peace 
E. D ; Mersey associated with himself for the hear- 
ing of I his case, Justices C. T # Briclgemnn and D, 
Doyle, under a provision of the Statute of the 
State of Kansas, which authorized such associa- 
tion to he made, if the Justice considered the case 
of sufficient importance to require it. 

The Slate was represented by Prosecuting At- 
torney John. II, Morrison and Judge Frank H. 
Atchin^on. The defense was represented by Judec 
H. G. Webb and J. T. James. 
icA L , 10 oVluck ' ll tIl(? forenoon of Monday, the 
18ih day of November, 1889, the hour set for this 
hearing the Court mom wjls filled with a crowded 
and eager audience, a fair proportion of those 
present being ladies. The defendants, Mrs, 
Unflitn and Mrs, Davis, with the little girl, were 
brought into court by Sheriff Wilson and his son, 
u - . H - » "son, under-alierifT. The defendants 
took seats as coolly as the mast disinterested 
s|K^tator, After awhile, Mrs. Davis, about whom 
Hie little daughter was playing, seemed to become 
impressed with the seriousness of the charge 
against her and she shed tears freely. Mrs* 
Gnffith, on the contrary, bore the ordeal with 
stoic indifference. 

That hearing lasted through sessions of two 
days and evenings. Upon the calling of the case 
a recess was taken unlit 1 o'clock in the afternoon. 

1 o accomodate the Attorneys for the State and 
save the time it would lake and the trouble to 
call witnesses to make the nroof of the facte, Judge 
Webb, of counsel for defense, on bclialf of the 
defendant, admitted that the hotly of a man. 
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Identified as that of Dr. William II. York, was 
found buried on the Bender Place, in Labette 
County, State of Kansas, on the fifth day of May, 
1873, thus waiving the necessity for the State to 
prove the life and death of Doctor York. With 
these admissions of record, the only question for 
the Court to pass upon was the Identification of 
these defendants, Mrs. Almirn Griffith as Kxttc 
[lender, Sr., and Mrs. Sarah Eliza Davis as Kate 
(lender, Jr. 

U pon request made by Judge Webb, witnesses 
for the State were called, sworn and excluded from 
the Court room. Upon a like request by Prose- 
cuting Attorney Morrison the witnesses for the 
defendants were culled, sworn and excluded from 
the Court room. The reading of the charge 
against the defendants was waived by Judge 
Webb, for the defense, and the case proceeded with 
the introduction of testimony. 

The SUto called as the first witness, C. W. 
Booth of Cherry vale, Kansas: 

K new Uiu Mender* . . . wiu heat ncqiinintetl with Kali* 
. . . nhu worked bis vera I weeks im illnlngroom girl at hotel 
In Cherry vate-cluHnK 1871 . - . wllnus wtu cook there . . . 
look Koto to dance ni tt'm Hill in 1872 . . . saw her laal 
lime when with Colonel York and [jariy ai Bender Hot*** In 
1873 • , . mitlldenlly ncqunfnted with Kale to identify her. 

Witness' attention was called to Mrs, Davis by 
Prosecuting Attorney Morrison. He scrutinized 
her closely, then said, "She bears an awful strik- 
ing resemblance to Kate Bender." The witness 
wjls not Mv io identify old Mrs. Bender. 

The second wilness was T. C. Dirk of Arcadia, 
Indinruii about thirty-five miles north of Indian- 
apolis: 

Whin™ Iked wJlh IiIh fmlior WMinrn Dick, In Ubeilo 
County durlnic lima Ilernlum lived m Bender House , . , 
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]HTsatntlly m-tumlmcd with Mender, fmnlly . . , frequently 
in Mender house . , . mot Kaie at church nnd Huuduy- 
school . . . buww John. Jr», and Kate well . . , fiimflliir 
with KimiTiil form and fcttturoi of Kate . . . could Identify 
her . , . Leruy \-\ Dick brother of wltnc** . . , on tele- 
gram \tvm him met defendant* with him til 1 ndlunnpolU 
, . . taw Mr>« Davis ruep from train (it dtrjiOl . . . Hah I, 
' SAc llll the bill aa Kale Bender" . t . from httU ro- 
rulLmJnn n.iid '>he h Kiiin liemil&r* 1 . , . f iiu't IdanUfy 
old Mr<. Minder. 

The Ihird wiuuss wils John A. Rnndloy of 
Greenwood County, Kansas: 

Freighted from Kort Scott Lu Indepentlcneu (rum IHtm 10 
KS7-I . . * knew nil uf Mendum . * . miw Kale und John, 
Jr„ oflm . . . waa of Bender Uouae onco u niunth during 
Lhiw* ytarM . . . slopped it* gut water arid buy tfootls , . . 
reraentber clblim Ely how eaeh looked . . . itlak to Identify 
them. 

When asked to Look at the two delendoDts, hi- 
pointed to A Ira. Davis and s&ld: 

"ThuL la Kate , . . [minimi! lo Mr*, ClrMWh, laldi "that 
la old lady i tender." . . « WIuh-sh, with hfa wife unci Mr. mid 
Mra. William Littler, stopped ji l Mender HqUbo In A | ■ r E I 
1S73 to ^et water ■ ■ . naked Kate fur huckol , , , bIic 
mid "You tiujjht to have It" In a very Lnaolunl manner . . . 
from her actions then, and tHo actions of Mm, Da via at the 
trial) witness waa able to nay Hint Mra, Dnvh wiu* Knit- 
Hen dor. 

The fourth wltnGaa was Mra. Duliu Keck: 

Lived dose to Mendera , , , knew old man, John ami 
Kntc , . . knew Knte heal . . . met lief til Snblmlh-nehool 
and at bomd of fntlier-fn-lnw of wit now . . . flaw her of leu 
enough to net good Impress ton of her . . > Mra. Dm* hi 1 
eyes and hair, and high check bond n-nemhle Htrnuj'ly MtQM 
of Kntv Mender * > , In wltnOM- jiiilinnenl kIiu In Kalu 
Uender- 
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Fifth wlLnuKK was T. B. Smith: 

Mra. Davlfl' noHo find ludr rcacmhlu Kule liendor , . . 
miuhle to Identify Mm. JJendw. 

SIxLli vviLnosa wtw Rudolph Brockmnnn of O^agc 
Townwhipr Uihcttc County: 

Lived tlicro ilnco 1870 . . . knew Diuidor family well . * 
* four mom ten . . . two men mul two women . , . old 
man JJender wjia aIx feet hlijh . - > lilack halr . * * iiraJgbt 
iirjbad shouldcra * . * about nfty-Hva yenra old * , . the 
old woman liatl dark hnlr , . t Jive feel, nix or el^ht inchea 
Lull , , , prelty tall woman . . , medium nhoiildered . , . 
walk lively , , P forty lo forLy-fivu yoara old . . . broad 
heud . . . (Icahy face . . . Kale had dark hnlr , . . broad 
flhotildem, a lit Lie tUouped . . . hli^ht mark or near under 
left eye . . . Hve feel r three or four Incheti kl^li . . .hIowct 
Lhun old lady . . . about eighteen yenra old when they 
left . . . not a full f^Irl when Uiey Coma . , . ftke talked 
about imoeniaturat power . . . aplrii indium . . . u groat 
ileal of talk in ndghbbrhpod . ■ - hair ilnrk aa witness' hair 
P , . very dark . . , full face . , . hftdi cheek bonea . . . 
ehfn bowed a Utile over , . . nut much . . . blj; month . . 
. old Mm. Mender nevvr talked Kn{;][ah t that wltncm heard 
. , . flhe talked German lo witue^a , , , Dendem enmn (Irnl 
lo wit n ens' ]dueo . . . Uemlem nettled on claim north-eaat 
. . . wore nearest neighbor* norih-eaal , , , Hill lived 
lived north nml Fryo lived eaat of wltneas' place , , , 
lioiidem camo In Full of 1870 - . . left Spring 1B7H , , , 
lived an n family on their clulm, nil together . . . Oral went. 
, soulhweat of wltnejw plnce . . . built log houso . t t lived 
In that one whiter . . . In Spring moved to the Deader 
llouao t * . John mid Knlo were talked of aa brother nnd 
alnter , . . Ileailcrn lived on wltnean' place ten days when 
they JlraL came , , . could nil talk German language - » . 
Mm. Mender wan not a Yankee woman. 

Judge Webb requested both of the defendants 
to Hlnhtl up. He itskecl I he witness, "Aro either 



74 THE HKKDKRS JN KANSAS 

of tlnse women the Benders?" Witness said: 
'They may be, but 1 will never believe It" 

Old Mrs. Bender u na n bi^er woman than Lhlti old lady 
. . . think Benders came from old country * . . John Jr., 
rnluhi have Lorn In tills country . . . old limn Bender 
said he hid lived on the. French lino nod run n bakery . . . 
they were not Americana ... Mm. Bender was u toller 
woman than this old lady . . . Mnu Oeiider wna not so 
tlrshy • , , had higher cheek boned . . . I oncer faco . * , 
might be mistaken. 

The Court took u recess until seven o'clock in 
the evening. During lhat recess, those who 
were so very sure 0*8* Mrs. Griflilh and Mrs. 
Davis were the Bender women, were particularly 
interested in discussing the testimony of Rudolph 
Brockmann. 

With a sneer and an assumed wise look, they 
attempted to recall those suspicions aroused against 
Mr. Brockmann by the searching party with 
Colonel York, at the Bender place, when Mr. 
Brockmann was repeatedly hanged to make him 
tell of his supposed complicity in the Bender 
crimes* By insinuating that he was an accomplice 
and by numerous innuendoes, it was attempted to 
revive those suspicions, give them new life and 
thereby discredit his testimony. Through more 
than sixteen years, which Intel elapsed since that 
eventful day, those suspicious had slumbered. 

As a witness in Court, under oath, Mr. Brock- 
mann had told what he knew about the Benders 
and their doings, just as he did in reply to the in- 
quiries made by the members of that searching 
party at the Bender place, lie testified lhat he 
did not believe that the Lwo women under arrest 
and on trial were the Bender women. Mr, Brock- 
mann had lived on his farm during all these years 
and nothing had developed to establish any com- 
plicity on his part with the Bender crimes, nor to 
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show that he was not a law abiding citizen. Ho 
had been called as n witness by the State, which 
was sufficient guarantee that he was a truthful 
and to be believed. 
The evening session of the court was commenced 

ErompLly at 7 o'clock. The seventh witness was 
h\ G, \v. Gabriel of Oswego, Kansas: 

Forty-seven yearn of ago . . . raided in Labette county 
since 1S71 . . . knew Bender place * , . Bender family 
composed of old man, old Jndy, John, Jr., and Kale . . . 
met all . . . met Mr*. Uender frequently when visiting 
family that lived near Benders, to trait pnUcnU . . . 
saw Kale at same place a Lime or Lwo » . , would know them 
IT had rnut them In thin County . . , have seen these defen- 
dunta In I Mm court room , , . old Indy reftemblin Mm. 
Bender . . . she In fleshier and older . . . haven't met 
Bender women nlnce 1B72 or 187K . . . say there la uome 
resemblance . . . more In old lady than In younger . . . 
had conversation with Mm. Bender and Kato . . . heard 
both talk , . , Mm. Bender had German accent . . . idic 
was German descent . . * nothing of German accent In 
voice of Kate . . , heard this old lady defendant talk here 
to-nlghl » . , she did n't talk na broken an Mrs, Bender . . . 
only resemblance Is J n tfoncrnl a p pen ran co . . , Mrs. Bender 
Wfil larger . . . Kate's hair won auburn, neither light nor 
dark , , . never snw M n<. Bender except at two houses . . . 
saw Kate at Boyd's and think at ['arsons . . , will not 
swear positively that the defendant* arc I ho Bender women 
. ♦ . do pay, there is a wonderful resemblance . , . never 
saw theso women, only t onlay, In the court room . . . 
Kate Bender claimed she could cnl] up spirits and commune 
with them, 

The eighth witness was Mrs. Dlentz who had 
lived In Osage Township since 1871: 

Remember Bender family . . , not acquainted . , , 
have seen the two younger members, John and Kate , . , 
aha had auburn hair . . . very nice . . . done up In roll 
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«ncv and braided next tltno . . . g|rl of pretty Rood nUo . . 
, weluht about one hundred inn I thirty ponndrt . . , about 
nineteen or twenty years old . . . light oyos . , , hl[{h 
cheek bones . ... , rommon-nlzud nose, bcpriL u Utile, hot 
mttch , . . m:uv bur three times , , , twice in house and 
otiw with John Jr., In wiigon , . . younger defendant Jn 
countenance resembles Kale mma buL her r ealurcs are not 
like Kale , . . Kale had u murk on ono of hop eliooks up 
close to tho eye . . , not a mole or wnrl * . . looked like 
ii hud been u burn . . . not lurtfo . . . Kate chilnic<| who 
could rtilt up nplrils . . . wanted lo cull up spirit of my Hon 
. . . told \wr to lot my follot olone, cloud or olive. 

The ninth witness was William Diuk, who had 
retiidet] in Labette County since 1870 and was 
seventy-two years old: 

Lived In Ortuej-o Towrwhlp 1870 to ItiTIl . . , know 
Renders well . . . lived three miles from the Deader plucu 
* . , been l hero frequently . . , mot two men und two 
women . . . not much QCqutUnicd with womon . t . horded 
cult It- on pralrJe near Bender place . . . would recojfulzo 
women If met them out from homo . . . have Been these 
defendnnln . older one reHeniblrs Mni. Bender . , . 
younger one resembles Knte Home * . , could not describe 
Kale '-ii well . . , It Ifl my judgment that thin old hidy 
resembles Mm. Bonder gome , , , could not sweur posi- 
tively tbiit Ll h her . . . as to Knte cannot, be no positive 
, . , met Kate on horseback . . , how her in Sunday- 
school nt school housct , . , old man Render talked very 
broken English .. . . we talked German . . .. oltl lady said 
In German, idle did not think I hey could run tbo place , , , 
did not think old lady could talk EnuLUh. 

Cross-examination by Judge Webb: 

Lived three miles south-coat of U end era , . . Monuhnn, 
Lindsay and Linn lived near nclidibam to I lender;* * ■ . 
nearer than witness . , . John, Jr., held claim north or old 
man Bonder . r . no one Lived on John'n claim . * . West, 
of Bonder's Elim claimed tlie land . . . knew tllo men of 
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Bunder family . . . bottur than women , . . knew old 
Mm. Hornier hotter than Kato . . , flatter convert with 
Kftto . . . wo nodded benda jih we passed * * . man were 
tliere nil tho Llmo but once, Jolin, Jr., wan away , t . traded 
a lllllo at Bonder* > . . wan waited on by old man Bender 
every llrne . f . haw Mm, Bender but one time . • . am u 
Lanenator County, Pcimaylviinln, Dutchman - , ► learned 
Germ nn when ut work for a loomed German * . . couldn't 
decide whether old ludy was a fbrolgnor or not > * > old man 
Bonder told me ho wan a Hollander . ♦ . John, Jr., told me 
lie was born In llili* country - . , thin old ludy defendant 
to-day when hbo bad Hide view made me think of Mrs, 
Bonder aa I flaw her Stand In the door at Bcader place . ■ , 
should Ray Mm. Bonder at tliat limp weighed ono hundred 
ami thirty poundH . . . thin old lady might not weigh i|uite 
m much , , . not much difTerejico . . . Kato wan fair com- 
pletion . . - flno feature* . , . now her once nt borne no- 
ble, about lioiittehold dulies , . . mime i;lrl I tiaw at Sunday- 
Bchool . . . noticed no particular thlnff» about her . . . 
Kato wan five feel, five iacheft, or tlioreabouta . . . welched 
one hundred and twonty to one hundred and twenty- five 
pound a > * i HprlKhtly, koocI looking lady . , , nicely, 
well proportioned ■ . • stood erect and walked Lady like, 
uprightly . , . 

On rc-dlrect exximination, ni the request of the 
Prosecuting AtLorney, the defendant, Mrs, Davis, 
stood up. Witness said her height was just the 
same as Kaio Bender. 

Tho State recalled C. W. Booth to tho stand 
and he said that the la-st time he saw Kate Bender 
was at the party at Big Hill: 

Kirat huw those defondnnla ilneti dinner hero to-day . . . 
wna in Ohwoj(o IiihI time before to-day at Juno term or Court 
. . . have not been here for thirty tluyfi. 

The tenth witness was Maurice Sparks, who 
lived in Osage Township at the time of thetlis- 



7H THK BENDERS IN KANSAS 

cuvery and exhuming of the bodies on the Bonder 
place: 

Not much acquainted with Mender* . » , enper lolly 
women . . . sow women about place , , . remember 
general appearance . . . old lady Dernier (teemed lo lie fifty 
ye Are old , . . #amegrey , , . alender of build , . . rather 
broad across the shoulders . . . hair Had been dark . • . 
NJme grey , , . medium heitfht . > . Km it wjw not very 
mil , . , medium niie . ■ , Bi|unix\ bloricy ]|lrL , . . slaul 
build . . . round luce , . . auburn llalr . . • never npalte 
(o her . . . observed these de fund an In here in court room 
lo-dny . . . resemble some parlies I have wjon * , , don't 
think Mm. Pender wus ho full hi lace tin the alder defend nn I 
. * . can 1 ! form opinion us to Kate . . . If there Is any 
resemblance, younger defendant does look more like Kate, 
than the older defendant looks like Mm. Bender , . . 
older defendant's hair is as 1 remember Mrs. Dendcr'n Hair , 
. . younger defendant's hair Is darker than Kate's hair . . , 
Kate ai home was dressed cheap and plain ... at church 
she was well dressed . . . don't remember any particular 
mark or feature by which I could recognize her . . . was 
sprightly, active tn'rl , . . hair kind of auburn , , * between 
light and dark . . . am not posted about hair , , , obser- 
vation of Kate was general , , have seen her at Bender 
House . . . pass along road . • * at church In school- 
house . . . she was about twenty yenrs or age . . , there 
wan a murk on Kale's face on the cheek . . . n kind of mole 
. . . ennnnt locate It . . . was not sunken . . . If any thine 
projected a Little . . , think It was on tho Left check . . . 
could not say that seeing scar on this defendants eyo does 
enable me to say more definitely where Kate's near win) . . * 
Benders were there some over a year after my return * . . 
] lived about one mile south-west from them * . * Brock- 
man n lived between my place and Dcndem , ♦ . 1 had been 
away about one year . . . returned In Spring * . . they 
were living there when 1 returned . , . ihoy left In April 
18711, or about that time . . . may bo I lived by them for 
two years . . , knew young John better than the 
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othrrs ♦ * . have seen Mrs. Uendur at home twice or three 
Limes. 

IL wiks neuring midnight when Lhc testimony of 
Sparks was completed, and Lite Court Look n recess 
until Tuesday P the l!)Lh of November, 1889, aL 
eight o'clock in the morning. Promptly at that 
hour the Court convener J ready lo proceed with 
hearing witnesses ollercd by the Stale, 

The second day of this hearing attracted a 
great deal of attention. The Court room was 
packed with indie* and gentlemen as an audience. 
Mrs, Griffith retained her serenity, but would 
wince a trifle and her mouth wotdd twist, when 
witnesses pointed at her and were positive in their 
statements that she was old Mrs. Bender, Mrs. 
Davis frequently gave vent to her feelings in a 
flood of tears, I tor baby, bright-eyed and flaxen- 
haired, was at iier side and about her knees con- 
stantly, and nursed the mother's breast at regular 
intervals during the proceedings in full view of the 
audience. 

Mrs. McCnnn occupied a seat within the bar, 
close to the Prosecuting Attorney ami took care- 
ful notes of the proceedings for future use In the 
prosecution of her search for the murderers of her 
father Site was a slightly built woman, not 
weighing over ninety-flve pounds t had large, pene- 
trating grey eyes, prominent chin, which showed 
her to no a woman of determination. During 
the progress of the hearing her features remained 
passive, no matter what turn the evidence would 
Lake, 

The (Irat witness called for the State on Tues- 
day morning, and the eleventh that tho State 
offered in the hearing, was Leroy R Dick: 

Krshle now In Pamona, Kaunas . . . resided In Labette 
County twenty-one yearn , . * lived In center of Osage 
Townahip 1B71 to 187*1 , * , was a married man at that 
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lime and Township Trust it* . . , know Bender pbico i . . 
lived four miles from k . . . knew ItentU-r family wall , , , 
belter Bntuuinled ukli mm fnlln . . , met them at elee- 
lion* * . . tried to "swap" horses with them one I km 1 in 
the timber . . . met Kale at Sunday-school . # , old lady 
Hi nder ramu to meeting . - , hnvesccn nil of tlu'iti in houie 
- * - my acquaintance was such I hut 1 would recognize 
i hem uny Ufiu* , . . remember them now iuh I hey were then 

• ■ ■ country tipnmcfy settled nod new , . , id] who 
livixi ttltldn len miles of each other wen* neighbor* . . . 
several tiling about Knieviould attract attention . . . form 

• i , looks . , . furl i hut fthe was 11 Kpkltunltat , , . hove 
*vn bo til women at home, twice. . . , nothing particular 
to aurart attention * , , was present when bodies ul Bon- 
der place were exhumed . • . Benders' absence wan dls- 
coveml on Sabbath . . , went there myself Monday morn- 
ing. . P did not remain id I day * . . made u hasty dlspo- 
nitlon of the stock. 

Witness here prepared n pencil diagram of Lilt? 
Bender premises. 

Had con vernation with Bonders , . . not with women . 
. . have heard I hem talk to each other . . . old lady talked 
German and English . . . nhe had German accent . , . 
have talked with thb old lady defendant In German . , . 
raid to her, " Kunn Irh nirltt rerhuiftnf . . . nhe replied, 
"OflJ kann J« nich ' . . . interpreted tt men nit "Can I re) I 
you?" . . . "That you cannot do." . . . Have seen these 
defendants often . , . saw ihrm at Berrien Springs, Michi- 
gan . . . they did not know what 1 wan there for . . . later 
I naked them to tell me when* (hoy livetl during 187 1 lo 
1&76 . ♦ . they told of several phiccs . . . younger defen- 
dant in her testimony In Michigan said thin old lady Li not 
hi r mother . , * that she was the veritable ohl Mw. Bender 

• • « J would reroRniie the Benders were I to wee ihern . . . 
defendants am old Mrs, Bender and Knle ♦ . • In private 
conversation younger defendant told me ohl lady wan old 
Mm. Mark . , . that younger defendant was her step- 
fJunghicr . . . I old me hbiiury of old lady . * • widl she In 
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old Mm. Bender . , , told roe that in Michigan and on way 
here . . , Kato Bender had mnall wart or mole under her 
eye . . . my recollection ll wim under left eye . . . Haw It at 
a nluglng of mine , * . witness described Hndinn of mutila- 
ted bodies of Bender victims and their appearance . . , 
gnvii detailed dencHpiloa ul I lend it Hoiine, cellar and gar- 
den and orchard whora vjctlnm were buried . . . Iitrndi of 
all, except Ik tie girl, were badly crushed by blown from 
hammers of different sites . . . found three hammers * - - 
n col tier weigh in |[ sU pounds » * • an A hat 1 an nhoe-hnmmer 
and common mnall hammer . . . have all these hammers 
ii ml a dock. 

Cross-exumirmlinn by Jutl^e Webb: 

Kale Bender hod nuburn hair , . . between light and 
dark . , . eyes between hazel mid blue , , ( was between 
nlneleeii and twenty-one years of tiw . . , nhoulders ro,uare 
and thrown back . . . nlcp, o.uicU and uprightly . , , talked 
freely . , . large mouth . . . heavy Hjn, slightly |mutinR 
, , . ])erferl teeth . . . very bright . > . height five feet, 
two to live Inches . . , old lady Bender 1 now as nhe and 
Kate were standing in door , - . saw her twice in 1ST I . . . 
think 1 naw her at meeting In Spring, lh72 , . * twice after 
that ul Bender House . , . nhe bad German accent * . * 
have now In my n I mil how Bender women looked then . . . 

Wi Loess vvilh tusked Lo look ai defendants, which 
he did and snid: "They are Mrs. Bender and Kale 
Bender, I have no doubt as to them." 

Mrs. Davln told me in Michigan that nhe is step-daughter 
of Mm. Monroe « . . Mrs. Davis told me iUIji in the veritable 
old lady Bender nod that nhe would always no testify, when 
permitted to do so . . , Kate had mark or mole under her 
left eyo . . * nee Mm. Davln bos one under her left eye * . , 
Went to Michigan to nee the woman alleged to be Bender 
women . , , picture of women naw on Bender farm that J 
knew resembled elnscly -women here now . . . from feat un^ 
nnd countenance would say they were one and same . . • 
In Michigan old lady defendant said nhe thought aim hud 
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swn me some where . - . Eliza tudd win* had, too . , . 
uhl lady Rave jne a wink mid wJalml lo know [f ] would tuMf 
with her iirivatuly „ . , iho laid, "Doforo God, if thor© was a 
Kate Uendur, Mrs, Davto ccrijiliily wilh,' 1 . , Had heen 
married several tlmea . . . Unit hi Van AUtehi . . , after* 
wards lo Murk Ahen [iarttett , , t ihc left htm uocaune he 
killed an illruUtmato child drownlnH it in slop bucket . . , 
then married Monroe . * . loft him . . . married Grlllhh 
. . . had a daughter nlie hod not won for years • , . nho 
thought idle had found her in pemon of Mm. McCann . . . 
she hud read of U under outrun*! . . . how tltoy Imrjed dund 
in orchard . . , thai k occurred near Cliurryvulu In South- 
mi Kunsim . . , Afterward* had long conversation vvllki 
Mm, DavU . . , »ue told mo Mr** Monroe wiu* old Mm. 
Bender* 

The Probating Attorney, Mr. Morrison, here 
announced "Slate rests/' 

The testimony of Lwt>y F. Dick was the most 
important presented by the State, und was most 
tin ranging to the defend an Us, 

Mrs. Griffith had the keenest realization of this 
fact, Several times she rose lo her feet, muttered 
in a low tone her denunciation of what she termed 
the false statements Dick was making in his testi- 
mony* Especially did she give indignant cxpros- 
won when Dick gave the conversation between 
himself and her in German. Site did not under* 
stand German and could not speak it, Dick had 
clearly sworn false about Iter in that matter and 
she was furious. To the audience her muttering* 
were unintelligible, and the uninformed were 
certain thaL it was evidence of her guilt, 

Once only, and that was when Maurice Sparks 
gave evidence of the mark under the left eye, did 
Mrs. Davis show the awful effect the identification 
iiad on her. She winced, I he color mounted to her 
checks and her eyes filled with tears repeatedly. 
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Many were sure thaL this was evidence that she . 
was really Kate Header. 

The little child played around as if nothing was 
being done. IL knew not, forLunately for it, that 
identification of the mother us Kate Bender, meant 
prison for life, possibly death on the gallows 
for the mother, and for this little one a home in an 
alms-house, where two of the children of Mrs. 
Davis had been placed in Michigan since she had 
been arrested and brought to Kansas and placed 
in jail. Or that, nerchunce, it meant a life in an 
orphanage somewhere, and being brought up as 
had been Mrs, McCann, the cause of all of the 
trouble for these defendants since the Bender 
idea hatched. 

The testimony of Lemy F. Dick as given in 
this ease will not bear analysis by the trained legal 
mind. It satisfied the minds of the majority of 
the people who were in Court and heard it and 
It wbh sufficient for Iho Prosecuting Attorney to 
convince the minds of three Justices of the Pence 
and to gel the defendants held to the District 
Court for trial on the charge. The Prosecuting 
Attorneys in their desire to he successful in a case 
too often secure such results, not giving evidence 
the analysis which all trial lawyers, with skilled 
minds should, and usually do. 

The defense was begun by calling as the first 
wiLness Thomas Jeans, a resident of Labette 
County, living in Osage Township during the time 
thai the Benders were at Bender House* He lived 
less than three-four His of a mile south-east of the 
Bender place: 

Plfty-sU yearn of ngo , . , knew Benders when building 
frame huune . . . four In family . . . old man, old lady, 
John, Jr., and Kntu . . , know all when aaw them * . * 
lived nclflhhor nil time tliey lived there . . , often at Bender 
jilaeo , , . «aw nil together one Sunday . . . nnothrr time 
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saw old man* old lady and Kulu 1 1 if re . . . sold lliein wood 
ull lime Ihey lived there , . , when they not ui-quulnted 
with any one Ihey stuek to I hat one . , , wuh ill Bunder* 
I ■ * - r 1 1 . k i ■ - u dozen Lime* , . , saw Kulo nt old in (in Mill's . . 
, would recognize women when met them . , , old mun 
Rend it ttn about sixty yearn old . . - John, Jr,, twouly- 
five to twenty-eight . . . old ludy llliy to sixty . . * Knto 
about twenty-one or iwrniy-lwo . . . very fair . . . fair 
akin . . . dark-red hair . . . live feet, four or Ave Inchc* 
taH , • . believe would know her If nee her now . . . be- 
Uetrv would know old lady Bender ... old mon Bender 
wan very rough ♦ * . observed ihene defendants * . . tallied 
with them . . * old ludy Bunder talked lantfuuKo 1 could not 
understand ■ . . don't reeoimlic the voice or theao dcion- 
danln oh of any one I ever knew * , , can undemLnnd Lliln 
ot<] ludy defendant . . . old lady Mender wan too Dulchy 
for mo . . . never *aw either of these defendants before I 
them at Lansing , . . upon my best judgment, don't 
ihink either or these- defendants are the Bender women. 

Cross-exami nation by Prosec utinn A I lornoy 
Morrison Tor Stale: 

Kale won medium sized ejrl . , . stood up straight , . . 
talked similar to other tflrln . . ( dark-red hair , , , think 
her eyen were blue , . . fair complexion . . * live feet, 
/our or five Inches tall ♦ , , about average height of women 
. . , old lady Oender was a Utile olil woman . * - under 
ordinary height , . , i|ulte small. 

Re-direct examination: 

Never hud any conversation with Kate . . . heard her 
talking with Mta King . . . have used spectacles for flno 
aijrht five or nix yearn , . . before Ihut my sluhl wan wood. 

The second witness for Uie defend wjlh Slltw 
Toles, of Peru, in Chautauqua County, Kansas: 

Lived In Ona({e Township, Lobelia County, U7t to 18711 
. * • knew Bender ptoco . . . 1 1 veil about half mile from 
Binder House . , * Ucndcrs there when I went there lo 
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live . . > was j)i'iir l hem eighteen months . . * knew family 
well , . . never S|»uJ(o wllh oh) ludy Bender , . . went lo 
Bcfldur mora with rny brother for groceries « . - saw John, 

Jr Kale and old lady , . • living so close often 

pussed there * , « hiiw Kalo unci John \\n they eume from 
eatni^nicellnR ground En 1672 . , , Saturday afternoon , . 
. hud lorn; convernntlon . . . frequently aow Kale and old 
ludy oa pinned Iioun' . . . Kalu had light blue eyes . . . 
light hair , . . iiundy order . . . (illght build . . . five feet 
two inches Loll . , . old lady dark hair and eyes . . - may* 
he hair Utile pray . . . i*he wan nlender • • . from acquuln- 
tunfe aL that time think would recognize I hem , , , I hey 
inny hnvu chaunt'd nomu . , . It In my judgment would 
rucoKlll^u them . , . huvo neen and lalketl wilh defendanU 
, , , examined thern with view to identify ihem . , - ll U 
my judgment thai these defend on la are not the Bend era. 

Cross-examinntion by Prosecuting Atlorney 
Morritton: 

Am forty-nine . . . wan nreaent at discovery of bod lea . 
. , with Linn Pierce Aral discovered condition of Bender 
jiremirtes nfler they loft . . . hinl not been near for soma time 
before thin discovery , , . hud only two conversations with 
Kate, 

Court LooSt recent until one o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

When Court convened after recess Silas Totes 
was on the slantl for further cross-examination 
nml the ProsucuUnp Attorney showed liim two 
letters; 

Willies admitted thut the handwrilinj; won Ids . , , 
hud two convcrsnllonn with Kalo Bender * , . can't tell 
how often saw her when didn't converse wiili her. 

The Lhinl witness called for defense was Mm. 
Vesto Circcn: 

Reside In Oswego . . . IKnlln Shlloh Townahl|*, Neosho 
County, Kmiw»i before came here . * . wan acquainted 
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with a few jiemms In Otmge Township, Labette County . . , 
know where the Bender place h torn led . . , linvo been it I 
that place > , . was there in 1871 . . , wiw In house three 
lirm* * . . took dinner there , . . was perhaps flvo or *lx 
month* between my visits , . , wim there twice one month 
. . , four members of the family . . . have eon vo rued with 
Bender women cadi lime was there . , . never BftW them 
anywhere elsu , # , two men and two women . . . girl'ii 
name? Kate . . . boy, John, Jr, • « , think remember how 
Kate looked . . . was twenty . . , had auhurn hair . . . 
medium height . . , freckled face , . . old lady Bonder 
tried lo talk to mo . . . could not understand her . . , 
thought she was German by her talk - , . when bodlen 
were discovered 1 wnji In Illinois . . . stopped there two or 
three yearn . . . think would ho able lo reeounlzc Urn 
women . . , especially old huly . . . her eyes were close 
together , . . too clow to look nice , . . i hoy were particu- 
larly peculiar in appearance , . . It la a long time since I 
saw them . . , think would know them . . , have seen 
defendants , . . once before they tome Into court room . t 
. have laJked with them . . . do not recognlro In them 
either of the Benders . . . think these defendants are not 
same women I saw as Menders, 

Cross-exnnii nation by Prosecuting Attorney 
Morrison: 

They do not look like the Benders . . , old lady Bender 
was German . . . thU woman Is a Yankee . . * saw de- 
fendants next day afrer they came * . . went on my own 
responsibility . . . was In DeKalb County, Illinois, at time 
of publication of Bender crimes . , , had been there only 
short lime . , . went onco to Chcrryvale . , , twice to 
Independence when wo stopped ni Bonders , . « old Mrs. 
Bender tried to talk English but could not understand her 

• ' • • wa * flfty-flvii or slxiy . . . eyes close together , 

* . grey hair . . , Kale had milium hair, between red mid 
brown- 
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Mr. Mormon naked witness to Lell just whoL 
alic meant by auburn. 

Witness pointed to Mr. James, one of the attor- 
ney* for dcfcnue, and unltl bin muaUichc wrts auburn 
iw witness meant by that color. 

Kate wna of good fonn . . . round, full face . , , nice 
looking . , . Lolked some with defendants at Lawson's 
house . , , remained ten minutes, told them If they were 
Benders they must know mo . . . said they did not know 
me. 

Re-direct examination: 

Only two rooms In Bender House Unit witness observed 
, . » eanvaH parti Lion. 

The fourth witness for the defense was Dr. 
E. W. Wright: 

Practising physician . . . rrshle In Oswego , « . lived 
In Label id County twenty-two yenra . . . . Oswego been 
home . , • know geography of the County well . - . was 
here when bod fen of murdered persons were exhumed , , . 
1872 lady eurne to my offlco lo Ret medicine for chills * . . 
was told she was Kale Bender . - . she wuh hen? ostensibly 
to lecture . . . was of nandy complexion * , ■ five feel 
four or live inches tall . . . hltfh cheek hones . . , In my 
olllce In 1B72 an near as I can recollect . . . younger de- 
fendant Is not Kato Bender if woman who came to my office 
was Kato Bender , . . Kato was taller than this defendant 
. . . defendant Is not the woman who called at my office as 
1 think. 

The fifth witness for the defense was H. G. 
Miller of Chcrryvale: 

Lived there over n year . . . before that at Oswego ten 
or twelve yearn . , . know Bender placo . . , have been 
there several times . . , saw members of family when I 
mopped lo buy thing* as passed . . . have pee n two old j>eo- 
plo and two youn|{ people . . . old man, old woman, young 



Tilt; HKSnivltS IN KANSAS 



roan and young tvomun . , . eun't any ever heard either 
talk . , * eiin'l describe either uomim « . * can't recuejiku 
cither of i hose women In defendant*. 

The sixth witness for the defense was A. Stewart 
of Col fr y County, Kansas: 

Was in law business I ST 1 i 1872* 187;i » , . passed tbrnuuh 
Labette County . . , mopped ul Bender House four times 
• , » met old nontleinnn, old ludy and girl , . . old women 
tidied her daughter • , , Ihlnk saw enough of old lady lo 
describe her , . . nime into court room out of curiosity 
to the Uender* , , . as to you oner womnn , ni n't rwy , . , 
old lady bolder than -Mrs. Bender was then , , # never saw 
t*o partita resemble more limn thin old lady mid Mm, 
Bender , * , don't know whether was thcro In 18711 . . . 
uiiH there In 1872 . , . took dinner . . . thought Headers 
wen out of existence , . . oilier times just stopped . . . 
bought w)me tiling* . , , talked with old woman . . * 
Mrn. Render talked considerably broken. 

Cross-examination by Judge Alchinson for 
the Stale: 

Can't swear was there any time In 1870 . , , am very 
poor on lime and unmes . . think wan there In Full of 
1872 . . . otd man Dender looked older than oh I lady * * . 
she was about my age # . . German's age hard to tell , . t 
think if she were living would be about nbuy-Hvo or seventy 
. - . call her German from her talk , . , thought aho was 
German . . . told old lady the girl wan not her child ns nhe 
u.n.1 not German . . . can't remember that girl wua culled 
Kale , f « can't nay that I said anything to girl . . . don't 
think ever pnwd [tender place before 1872 . * , passed 
twice . , , was there four times . , , first t ime slopped and 
TAateml horaca , . « went to door to go In . . . naw only 
old lady and gentlemen * . . can't say what time In year . 

, , *U)tv\ time ;il i month I:i t *• r . . . Urst time was going 

south-west . , . nerond lime coming buck . . . third time 
mmlng frnm I'arsonn , t . old lady there, every time , » , 
nifltintf" . . . nil four once . , , old man talked broken • . 
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. rnorir ho than old lndy ... If old Indy was here to-day 
would be seventy yeam ohl . . ♦ was rather heavy *t*\ . , . 
stout woman , , , hair turning . . . didn't think tht?ri? wtis 
nUcli a l)iI im as the Mender women now . . . old lady Bender 
didn't apeak plain Em; link . . . her German tonfiut? was 

natural . . . ft was not put o this woman la more 

Jleshy , , , hun whiter hair than Mrs. Uender . . . am nut 
Hwcnrbijt tluit thhtohl lady Ik Mju Utintlcr. 

The old lady defeat In uL was rcquenled to talk 
with witness which she did in open court fi»r 
several mi miles. After having the conversation 
willi the defendant the witness said, ''This woman 
does not talk as broken as Mrs. Rentier did." 

Ele-cxaminaUon by Judge Webb: 

J In vine; heard thin woman talk I think It is different 
from what It wtm then » , # this woman has not the broken 
accent ihut Mm. Uender had . . . othcrwitio there Is a 
hhnllarity. 

lte-eross-L»xaminHLion by Prosecuting Attorney 
Moniaon: 

(JeriiianH talk all Hu^lish at home with lnmilli-H and U nfit 
It thoroughly , . . those without children do not Improve. 

Mrs. Almira Clrtflilli (Monroe) was called ;ls 
seven! h wi t n ess for defense, and on her own beh a) f 
she testified m follows; 

Name is Alinlru GrtllUh . . , midden name Almira Hill . 
* . father Geuricu lllll . . . he win born on Long Island In 
1700 . . . mother Charlotte [[ill . . . maiden name Char- 
lotte Marshal , , . was born In Hhotle Island In 180U > . . 
I wili born Snw Mill Hun, Little Valley, Cattaraugus 
County* Now York, in )H21 . . . married Simon Mark. 
H Frenchman, December 21 P 1S.19 . , . at my place of birth 
. - . had by him twelve children . . . James N. P Simon, 
Ctmrlcfl, Caroline HsUcubatii, Sarah Kllta, Mary Ann, Wil- 
liam Henry, Kosetle, Kmmeit A, Oslo AdnHiie, Myron A. 
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ami Myru A . . . Simon Murk died Februray 13, 180G . . . 
had three brother*, John. Marshall and Washington, nnd four 
sen era. Cornelia, LuuLsn, Mnhnlu und Dorlly. 

Cross-exnmlriQtioTl by Prosecuting ALLorney 
Morrison; 

llud two names i . . Murk nnd VnnAUithtu . * . never 
had name Klkktngcr . . . never knew l^ler I'llckl nicer . . , 
never lesthVd how many limes was married , . . never 
married Ilartletl , , . he boarded with me in ISG7 . , . 

a widow with family . , . Mark wan dead « . . am 
silly-eight , , . married VunAbllno when seventeen * . . 
was divorced from him tn Cattaraugus County, New York 
. . . In? had wife Hying . . . married Simon Mark . , - 
lived with him until his death at Portland, Mlclilgiin, In I Mill 
. . Ionia Comity « . . married Monroo at Carlton, 
Michigan, In tSTli . . . lived In Midden from 180(1 to IB74 
, . . March, 18G9, went to National Hotel, lonln, M lclil|cntt 
, * , remained four weeks . . . April, went to nardcastle, 
sU miles north of Milwaukee, Saglnuw County, Michigan , . 
. at anre took my mother to Hancock City . , - lived In 
McKad den's house three months . . . lost of July mo veil 
to Sl« Charles, Saginaw County, Michigan . , . lived In Mr. 
Ilnue'n house one year and live montlm , . . December, 
1870, moved to Grass Lake, Michigan . , . lived In house 
for which Mr, Nicholson was agent ten montlut . . , mo vial 
to Saginaw In October, 1871 . . . rented Louis Gorwln- 
mongcr's house in Colton, a suburb . . . lived Ihero until 
October, 1872 < * , married Josiah Monroo hero ♦ . . 
urni with him to Berlin, Michigan . . . remained nboul 
four weeks . . . Monroe's first wife appeared . . . left 
Monroe went to Tekoujha, Calhoun County, Michigan * . • 
lived at Tckousbu tint 11 April, 1874 . . . went lo my sister 
at Martinsville, Ohio . . . remained until September, 1871 
. * , went Lo Conrord, Michigan . . . lived In Mr. Ink'it 
house through corn- husk I rig . . . about November, 1874, 
moved to Saginaw . . . rented George Monger's house of 
his nephew, Hiram Vnkel, his agent « . . house nt a ads close 
to Lutheran church * . . lived In that house until April, 
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1B7G , , . moved to damn's house on Genesso Street, East 
Saginaw , . • remained four weeks , . . May, 1876, went 
to my brother at JJardacrabble, Michigan ■ . , lie was an 
old man . , , wunL lo lake caro of him , . . remained until 
July . . . moved to Dundeo f Michigan , . , remained 
until November . . . moved to Nllen, Michigan, und luivo 
lived (hero since . * . married William Stephen Griffith at 
Howard City. Michigan, Montcalm County, July 3, 1880 . 
. * lived together until May 1B81! . . . he left In search of 
work . . . ho went to Illinois . . , lias never returned . - . 
went to Illinois myself In IflfJG , , . to Aurora . . . went 
to look for my daughter, Rosa . , , never had a Kate In my 
family . * . enn't talk German * . . cnn*l understand It . 
. , luid no conversation with Lcroy V. Dick In German . , • 
never know any of the Dick family . . . never saw any of 
Lhom until moL him in Nile*, Michigan . . , never had a 
Dutch husband « * . had no connection whatever with old 
mnn Bonder nor with the Bender family . , . you don't 
dure say that J ever lived in K annus, and was the wife of old 
John Bender . . . do not understand the "goose language" 
that Dick told about . . , was In Detroit House of Correc- 
tion for committing an abortion . , . the other defendant 
In this case In my daughter Sarah Elitn Davis . . , she Is 
not Kate Bender. 

Surnh Eliza Da via mm called m the eighth 
witness for defense, and on her own behalf testi- 
fied ns follows: 

Was born June, 18 1G , . , maiden name Mark . . , 
earliest recollections arc of Cattaraugus County, New York 
. , , married man by nomo of Japhet at Sslmonca In 18G8 
• , . he worked for Morrison . . , flrat kept house at Port 
Crlsscn In 1871 . . . lived at Solmonca, 1809 , . . then at 
lumber camp . . . husbund worked In mill or Waller Hume 
i . , went to Wild Fowl Hay, 1B72 . , . ho worked for same 
company, Mr. ilUmo . . . on farm from Spring to 1872 to 
Fall, 187JI ... ho chopped cord-wood for George Taylor 
from October, 1879, to April, '74 . , , moved to Caro, 
Tuscola County . , . was there until May, 1870 , went 
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toUrun, UiiHluiitL County, MLchluuti . ♦ . worked on form 
there . . - he rhutiKcrf his name It* 11 Irani Johunon whan wo 
cause to Michigan . , . remained until Spring, 1870 » * . 
uent tu ray mother ut Dundee . * . vo* divorced from my 
husband at I'mitine. M Ichltfuu, September, IHTii . . . re- 
mainnl with mother itt Dundee until last of October or Jlrnl 
of November, 1B7G . , . we moved lo N lien . , , lived with 
mother ttaro until FttM, IH7T , , . mother hoi mailo her 
home* In Kile?* ever »hiee we moved there * * . went to Dal Lie. 
Creek, March. 1877 . . , lived In J. II. Waldo'* limine , . > 
moved to Belle vue, Etitmi County, Miehlinin, July, 1ST 7 . . 
. married Levi H. Madison at llclleview, July 29, 1877 , , - 
by Justice llouion . . , went to Miidfami'ii farm to Hve . , « 
was there until Fall . , ♦ he traded for farm in Cedar Coun- 
ty, Mi-^ouri , . . he weal there and remained until Summer 
IS7S . ♦ . I went to Missouri, June, IH78 . * , nlnynl on 
farm there seven months . . . we went tu Elmore, Michi- 
gan . * ♦ 1 began washing . , . my husband wo* wick , . ♦ 
could do not hint; . . . 1 1 veil at Elmore I wo yearn . . .Ill 
David Jones' house . . * moved to Jncluon, Mlchl^nn . . - 
washed to maintain family . . . wurked In Weaver Laundry 
bylheilay . , . my husbund tiled in . . . remained at 
work until ISM . . . moved to Mcrbcnvon, Kamuw . * . 
left Michigan. February. i8&l . . , remained at McPhcrwon 
two yean anil five month* • . . rolurned to Michigan, 
July, 188G , , . wiwheil by day In MePhemon . . . wiu* 
mother or three living children . . . G untie May, Utile 
Almiraand Freddie Adelbert . . . children went witlune to 
Adrian, Michigan . . * remained until February, 1887 . . . 
ftcni to Emporia, Kansas , . . John Feenny went with me 
and children to Emporia , . . had married him at Mcl'hcr- 
son ■ . . went to (Julnry, Illinois, September, 188S . * . 
went to Jackson, Midil«nn, with my four children, February 
Iftfip . , . thU child Is mine by Fecmiy . . . wan two yearn 
old May Oh , . , Feenny wan brought home dead wHIlo 
welivrdal Emporia . . . went to St, Johns, June, 1880 . ► * 
went to I^nilnc July, 1&8U , , , wan larger place . . . 
ho|«nl to get more work . . . September, IR8U, went to 
Nile* on iclcuram that mother was about to die . . , ro- 
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lurjied In four dayH , ( , wan arretted on elinr^e of Inrceny 
Hoon lifter , , . taken before maghlnilir and illschare.ed . . 
. then wan arretted m Knu> (lender . , . have been In jail 
ii nd ruNtody of oillcer ever ulnce , , , married James Davis 
In Mason, M (chi^an, AucusL V*, I HBO . . - wus arrmtetj 
jiIidliL middle uf Sejjtejnher . , . Davk wai at Liinsinj; 
wfiun 1 Dttmo ftwuy . . , he k u stonecutter . * , in tblriy- 
uluu years old t . , has refiMi-rl in IKi- with mi», or Hupr»»rt 
me, until thin cliiirRif Is cleared u|i . . . have three fl viitj* 
children In 1W House at HerrJen County, Michlcan . - . 
they were never a chnr§jw upon the public until ulncc my ar- 
rest . , . have no ltnowledj;p of the Uennun Inniiiin^e r . , 
nuvor had Din niimrf lender , , , my molhur, the dafendunt 
In tills cane, js uoL old Mm. Header ... 1 am not Kate 
[lender . . . 1 never said my mother was old Mm. Dender ( 
« . I did Hiiy that tf Hhe would liuve her daughter arrested, 
she would ho none loo kooi! to be old Mrs* Deader , . . In 
the nnmoof Qod, 1 say I never bore the name of Knte Pender 
and I am not one of the Bender family. 

Tli ore mm na crow^exnminuUnn at Mm. Davis 
by counsel for Lhc Stule. Upon completion of 
Mm. Davis' tt-siimony lhc tleferLse rested. 

Proseculing Attorney Morrison for the Slate in 
rebuttal, ofTeretl In evidence a Iclter from Silas 
1 olca to Mra. McCnnn about aiding her to identity 
the BeadorH, which without objection was read, 
ibis cloned the case m far as evidence for either 
|iartv was to he considered, It wan five o'clock 
in the afLcrnoon of November 19, 1889. The 
arguments or counsel was ihen begun by Judge 
Alchlnson for the Suite. Jle was followed by 
Judge Webb and J. T. James for the defense. 
Prosecuting ALtonicy Monition closed for the 
Slate. Two hours wan given to the discussion of 
I he case by respective counsel. 

The court room wm packed with an eager popu- 
iacc, wailir^ breathlessly and anxiously for the 
decision. The three Justices had a long confer- 
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once and then Justice? Klersey announced the 
decision, which was that the evidence was suffi- 
cient to identify the defendants us the Benders, 
and to justify their being held for trinl in the 
District Court of Labette County , Kansas, upon 
the charge of having murdered Dr. William II. 
\'orl\ 

Accordingly they were held without ball for 
that murder and committed by the Court to Llie 
custody and keeping of the Sheriff of Labette 
County, Kansas, to await the further action on 
Lhe case in the District Court, 



CHAPTER XVI I. 

After that preliminary hearing, the paramount 
inquiry among the people of Labette County and 
elsewhere was, "Are those women Mrs, Bender and 
her daughter, Kate Bender?" 

To prove that Doctor York wns murdered, nnd 
that the Benders were his murderers, was not a 
hard or difficult thing to do. To prove that Mrs, 
Almira Griffith was old Mrs. Bender nnd that 
Mrs. Sarah Eliza Davis was Kate Bender would 
be very difficult. Many of the people in Labette 
County believed that the Benders were killed by 
the posse soon after the discovery of their horrible 
deeds nearly seventeen years before this prelimi- 
nary hearing. The feeling in favor of the defend- 
ants largely prevailed in the community. They 
were women, and there was that little girl. La- 
bette County jail afforded very uncomfortable 
quarters for the defendants who had been com- 
mitted to the custody of the Sheriff, to be held for 
trial in the District Court, possibly at the Feb- 
urary. 1890, term, which was several months after 
this commitment. Many people became amused 
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and Indignant about keeping women and that 
little girl in such u place as was afforded in that 
jail.- They gave decided expression to that opin- 
ion to Lhe Sheriff. Ho was a very kind-hearted 
and sympathetic man, and to meet the situation 
and allay the feelings of the people In this matter, 
arrangements were made and the prisoners with 
that little girl were kept at the residence of 
Thomas Uiwson. 

Prosecuting Attorney Morrison and his associa- 
ato in this case, Judge Atchinson, now became 
confident that Lhese defendants were the Bender 
women and were determined to prosecute with all 
their ability notwithstanding the serious difficulty 
of identification which confronted them, 

Judge Webb and J- T, James were certain that 
their clients were not the Bender women, but they 
fully realized the danger ahead of them, and Lhe 
necessity for positive proof that they were not the 
Benders when the case would come before a jury 
for trial With so many reputable and respectable 
citizens testifying that Lhcy wore the Bender 
women, Lhe Stale might get a verdict convicting 
their clients of that murder* They at once began 
Lo prepare for the hard legal battle now confront- 
ing them, and it was one of fact. 

Mrs, McCann said that in all of her work bring- 
ing these women to Oswego as the Bender women, 
she had been guided solely by her intuitions, or 
impressions made on her mind by some mys- 
terious influence. She had not seen her family 
for six months, but she certainly had followed her 
theory faithfully. She admitted Lhat the con- 
fession which she had obtained from one of the 
defendants would not convict. She was, however, 
determined to find ouL and punish the murderer 
of her father, Mr. John W. San ford. 

If this little detective had not brought to Oswego 
old Mrs. Bender nnd her daughter Kale, she had 
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surely unearthed a family some of whom were 
criminals, guilty of crimes almost as atrocious as 
those which wens committed by the Menders, 
provided the evidence and many statements of 
Sarah Uliza Davis were to have full credence. 

Mi's. McCann had made up her mind lhal I he in- 
lUicnce had guided her aright, and if every old sei- 
tlcrund farmer neighbor of the Benders had sworn 
ihai these defendants were not the Bender women 
and looked nothing like them, she would yet in- 
sist that she could noL he mistaken, IL litis been 
said of her that she had more determination con- 
cealed about her small body than was usually 
vouchsafed lo a whole community of women. 

Leroy F, Dick, the special Deputy Sheriff, who 
had brought these defendants to Oswego from 
Michigan, was confident that the Bender women 
were in custody. Mo was a neighbor of the Hea- 
ders when they lived in Libette County, and knew 
Uie Bender women personally* He was certain 
that these were the identical Mrs, Bender and her 
daughter Kate Bender Me said that their testi- 
mony in the preliminary hearing at Oswego did 
not correspond with the story told on the trial of 
Mrs, Davis for larceny at Niles, Michigan. Me 
had heard the old lady defendant tell two or three 
different stories* In making investigation lie 
visited towns where the old lady told him that she 
had lived during the time the Benders were com- 
muting the outrages in Labette county, and he 
found that she was mistaken. She had lived at 
those places at other times. Me found Mint 
wherever she had been, she bor e a hard name and 
he said she had been driven out of several com- 
munities. 

He said that Mm. Davis testified in Nlles that 
her mother had committed murders in Michigan. 
She said that at one time when she was a child 

seven, her mother killed an old beggar woman 
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with an ax-helve, who had made her angry. That 
In Ihe night her mother hitched an old grey 
horse to it cart, put the body of that woman in it, 
drove to a creek a few miles distant, tied a rock to 
the body aad sunk it. inn deep hole. Mr. Dick 
found old residents, in his investigation of these 
fouls, who remembered that old grey hoiseand that 
carl, 

^ Mrs. Ctrilfltb swore aL Niles that she never had a 
Herman husband. When asked concerning one 
Kllddnger, deceased, about whom Dick had 
learned in ma Id a}; his search for evidence to satis- 
fy Ids mind Hint she was in factoid Mrs. Bender, 
she replied, ih;ii she "had marie a mash on su many 
in her time, that it was hard lo remember them 
all/ 1 

Mr. Dick saiil ihat this Flickinger answered 
every description of old man Mender. That he is 
supposed Lo have committed suicide by drowning 
himself in take Michigan in the year 1884. Me 
had followed closely the lives of both Mrs. Crif- 
liih and Mrs, Davis, and from his personal ac- 
quaintance with the Bender family, he asserted 
positively that the right parLles were under arrest 
and now held at Oswego as ojrl Mrs. Bender and 
her daughter, Kate Header. 

The trained legal mind will not he very highly 
impressed by the work that Mr. Dick had done in 
l his case as a detective and an officer for I he State 
of Kansas. 



CHAPTER XVI 11. 
Nm Phmv in the Hemirr Case. 

A dispatch dated Noveinlx-r 20, 18S0 ( at East 
Saginaw, Michigan, threw some light on the his- 
tory of Mi's. Davis. It read: 



THE BENDERS IN KANSAS 



A new phusu in the Bender case has been developed- Thu 
Sheriff of Oiut-go, Kansas, wrote n letter to tlit* Sheriff of 
Huron County. Michigan, In behalf of the woman nuspccied 
as Kale 1 tender. In It he slates that (the allege* »hc 1 1 veil 
a i Wild Fowl Bay* now known as Bay port, with her husband 
In lSTJ ami 187 1. She ejves her husband's name an Hiram 
Johnson, < On Investigation thu Sheriff found Lho Incidents 
men lionet I by her, inrhullne, her child's deaLh and burial 
were corroborated by fieaplu now living at Baylor L who 
Plate such a family did live there at thai time. 

A Mistake. 

During the time that the defendants were in 
custody :it Oswego, one of Lhc papers In that town 
published the following article: 

Mm. Davb, now in custody In this city as the alleged Kate 
Hinder, may not be the veritable Kalc t but alio Is a "gay 
deceiver** all the same. Sometime since idle Informed her 
custodiun thai a he wus about lo become n mother and It 
would be necessary to have an "outfit" sullablo for tho oc- 
casion. The kind hearted HherllT nl onco procured an el en- 
trant wardrobe for the protective heir, and everything 
passed alone in the "even tenor of Its way" until a few days 
ago, Dr. Geo. S. Liggett wax called in. Hid Interview re- 
vealed the fact that Kate has no present need of "baby 
clothes" and w-as not likely lo have while she remained In 
"durance vile," This was possibly a little schema to enlist 
sympathy In her behalf, but she Instituted proceedings a 
little too soon and It foiled. If you mention thu matter lo 
Sheriff Wilson , do so at long range. 

jl / ure Dried ire Work, 

The Independence He porter of Independence, 
Kansas, published an article entitled l 1 hc Ben* 
ders rj wliile Mrs. Griffith and Mrs. Davis were 
held awaiting trial in the District Court at Oswego, 
It read its follows: 

A mysterious si ranker visited Independence last Friday, 
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who seemed very much Interested In regard lo tho Benders. 
Jto won uuhIqum to talk with any old citizen, who might know 
tho moat about the Mender*. Ho had been at work for some 
lime, and had Interviewed Rudolph Drockmann, the man 
who was buniE by the Vigilantes on suspicion of being a con- 
federate, and hnd nbu spent some time at Cherryvalo In 
neuron of In formation. I In wnfl very reticent as to hb objecL 
and could jloL he induced to (ell any more about hb business 
than wiw necessary. 

lie was particularly Interested in lenrnlntf everything 
possible about Shennowaldt, tho desperado, who attracted 
so much attention at Independence In old times by his 
IwJdncss, stealing Sheriff Brock's horse when Crock was 
hunting him , and standing off with hb gun person* who tried 
lo arrest him. Just why ho wanted to learn about this 
desperado he would not disclose, but intimated very closely 
that ho was one of the Bonder gang, tie acted n good deal 
like a dectcctlvo seeking on his own hook for evidence of the 
Identity of tho supposed Benders, with a view to securing o 
good bUco of the largo rewards offered for their apprehension. 

It la very probable, unless something occurs to show that 
tho flUHpccta now under arrest are not tho Benders, that the 
trial will pro ve exceedingly Interesting, There will be a tre- 
mendous effort made by tho State to Identify and convict, 
while tho defense will be able and determined. Between 
now and then, a nood deal of close delccllvu work will be 
done, and tho occurrences of sixteen and seventeen years ago 
closely scrutinized. 

After the preliminary hearing, and before the 
February, 1890, term of tho District Court to bo 
held at Oswego, the attorneys for both Stale and 
defense were making every investigation that 
could be made to secure evidence about the Ben- 
ders as well as about these defendants. It was 
generally believed that large rewards were out- 
standing Tor the arrest and conviction of the 
Bonders, The attorneys for tho defense had de- 
tectives at work gathering evidence. The fore- 
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going articles show ilml detectives were at work. 

Old fillers who knew the Bender family noL 
only did not identify either of these women as 
I lend er women* hut many were outspoken in Hit? 
belief that they were not the Bonders. A promi- 
nent physician of Oswego declared that Mrs. 
Davls bore no resemblance whatever to Kate 
Bender, l ie also declared that Mrs. Header was 
a German, and that Mrs, Grifllth was a typical 
New York Yankee; that there should be no 
douhl abnul it lhaL she wils not old Mrs. Bender. 

The Osirvgo Independent contained I he Pol low- 
tog: 

none (JONK 

The Allied Mender Women do Not Creel Any Litbetie 
County Acquit Iniiinccii— Mrs. McGinn, tin* 
Inspired Detective, Cot a Kcvelntloiin from the 
Wrunji Spirhs. 

The Dernier* in town. Is a dead topic wit It Oswego, and ll 

\< a lonesome few who entertain any ho|K? thai the suspects 
now under am*!, und held by the strong arm of the law, tn 
()*WHjn t belong to that notorious Mender family. No old 
resident* Imve iu yet been nblu to positively Identify tin 
;iri«inrrH r Will » mujorlty think ihure Is no resomblnncu what- 
ever to the famous family of butchers, 

Said u prominent phyhiciiin uf Oswego to nn /m/cnraJni I 
reporter: "Kate Bender was n slender woman, with red 
hair, fair complexion, high check bones, and a prominent 
nose. This woman, alleged to ho Kate, Is a whorl, heavy not 
woman, with regular features, black linir and very darlt com- 
pletion. Sh" bvurs no resemblance whatever to the festive 
Kate. Old Mrs. Bender was a German, could speak only 
broken English. The woman under arrest ban every up- 
firarunreof bcinga typical New Vork Vunkcr." 

Popular sympathy noes for the women under arrest and 
there Is but llllte doubt, that they will be discharKcd ttL their 
trial. 
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But few of the old settler* who called to nee Mr*. 
GrifTIUi and Mrs. Davis as the Bender women, 
could see any resemblance whatever, and the others 
laughed at the idea that they were the Bendere. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Prosecuting Attorney Morrison had a very 
dillicult place Lo fill, and was himself much in 
doubt about these women being the Benders. 

The attorneys for the defense did much hard 
work to get the case ready for trial, which would 
probably be held nt Oswego during the February, 
1890, term of the District Court* The true situa- 
tion for the defendants and the facts with which 
the nLLorncya for Lite defense were confronted and 
compelled Lo cope are fully Net forth in the 
following article which appeared in the (hwegn 
/ mlepeudcni at that time: 

CONFIDENT OF ACQUITTAL 

In u conversation with M n*. Almlra Griffith and her dnui;h- 
ut, Mth. Ellin Da via, tho two prtomora charged with bdnc, 
1 1 lo (tender women, an Independent reporter rindiuliemnppur- 
e i illy confident that no semblance of evidence can be pro* 
duced against them when they come to trial and that they 
will be cleared without delay. Mm. GriflUh bos been ill 
for a couple of week**, look.* weak and tin* lost some Mesh, hut 
in now eonvaleseliiK. 

Mm. Dnvta, the alleged Kate, while elated over tier pro* 
peettvu freedom, In considerably depressed over her child- 
ren, a boy and girl, aged respectively tie In anil ten yearn, 
whom n he left behind In Nile*, Michigan. She Is afraid 
they will be put In the Stale Orphan Asylum, and forever 
taken from her reach. She iuiyn that her won, Charles John- 
noil of liny port, Michigan, who In now twenty-three, will 
arrive in the city this week and ttay with her until the clo*e 
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of lliu trliil. lie will brine, with him ullUlitvila showing his 
mother's marriage and her place of residence from 1860 to 
1874. Abo certificate showing date or Ufa birth. These 
allklavli*, she says, will hIlow that Mrs, Duvta first lived In 
Canada, Chautauqua County, New York, afterwards mov* 
Ini: to Fl Crbcn and Bay port, Michigan, It vine In these 
places up to the time of 187-1. 

As the witnesses testified on Iho stand thai Kate Bender 
was from eighteen to twenty years of n^e, which would make 
her about thirty-five now, and as Mrs. Davis claims to ho 
forty-five and had a son aged seven at the time Kate lived 
In this county, she regards this as a strong point lo establish 
her Innocence. 

The otd lady GrifTllh, white there scema to be some delay 
in getting important testimony, Is still of good cheer, and 
announces that she will have conclusive evidence to prove 
she was never west or Illinois until brought Uero for trial. 
She denounces Mr, Dick, the special ufTlccr, who arrested hnr 
on this charge! a scoundrel of the basest kind. She says that 
at Nllcs, Michigan, her son-in-law, Henry Hogue, offered 
lo poy the expenses of herself nml Dick, to travel around to 
the places where she had llvrd during the critical period of 
1870 to 1871 hut this olUcer refused to do so, us sho claims. 

Both women also assert positively that Dick did not 
visit these places on his own account to satisfy himself of the 
correcincw of their statements, but they arc evidently mta 
taken on this point, as Dick recited In hi* testimony the 
different places he had traveled In the hopes of finding some- 
thing reliable about the careers of the women* his evidence 
showing that he failed to locate Mrs. Griffith during the 
lime that the Bender outrages were committed In this 
County, although he claimed to have traced their where- 
abouts before and after this time. 

Mrs, Davis, the alleged Kate Bender, Is a good talker and 
i iin i-i h.-r-df well plc.wj with hf-r treatment In Oswego. 
She was brought here with only one change of clothes, but 
this week she urns given ten dollars la purchase necessary 
wearing apparel. 

Mrs. Davis showed the reporter a loiter from I heir nltor- 
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ney, J. T. Jumeit, hi which ho tells them that he has secured 
a great deal of Information and Is dally getting more and 
nays ho will have the evidence necessary to prove they are not 
the Henri era* He nJnn tells Mm. Dtivls not to fret about her 
children as they are being kindly cared for and that while 
she is being held prisoner the authorities will not permit them 
to be removed. He BUge.es is that they have no many as yet 
lo secure Important evidence so thai It will Lie impossible 
Lo secure their releano on Habeas Corpus proceedings* 

The people were carefully considering the facts 
about the arrest of these defendants as the Ben- 
ders, and holding them in custody for so long a 
lime, and insisted upon knowing what was the 
basis for the action of the authorities in this case. 
Declarations were made that these defend ants were 
arrested without cause. That the charge made by 
Mrs. McCann was flimsy, based upon her dreams; 
that sho had told a very weak story, a 
uucor tale, on which to jeopardize the lives and 
liberty or these defendants. The expressed de- 
termination to hang these women if possible, 
made by this woman detective, convinced peo- 
ple that there wjlh malicious action, and It looked 
very much like persecution instead or legal and 
legitimate prosecution. 

Mrs, McCann and Leroy R Dick had been in- 
strumental in having these defendants arrested 
in Michigan and brought to Oswego as the Bender 
women, and they were determined that the State 
should prosecute them as the Benders* Together 
they were going about Labette County indus- 
triously working to arouse a public sentiment 
against these defendants. 

Attorneys for the defense found their task of 
securing evidence and preparing the defense a 
very difficult one. Either the defendants were not 
able or not willing to tell one truth about them* 
selves and their lives, Dates, events and places 
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when given would almost invariably ho fo» ml io 
be erroneous. 

1 1 was tun difficult to liniK people in Michigan 
who could testify ns lo where ami when the de- 
fendants were living nmiii^ them and what even Is 
in their lives transpired from 1870 to 1 87-1. Hut, 
Invariably, U would ho found to differ from what 
the defendant hud told their aLlorneyH and thru, 
made them double work. TIu-m* defendants hail 
I i vn I very hard lives, and by sonic people U was 
said ihuL they belonged to the criminal classy. 

Attorneys in preparing the defense had lo sin 
the prejudice out of lho fuels presented to ihcm, 
as obtained, and pet to the truth ahout where 
they were living and what they were doing during 
I he lime the Benders were in Kansas, so ils lo be 
able i o show l hat I hey wore not in Kansas at that 
lime and could not be Menders, 

Itoih wumcn had been married several tinny, 
had lost marriage certificates, ami could not give 
proper dates, so they could not help the uUonioys 
determine under what name they were known Jit 
various times and in dilferent localities. Mrs. 
Griffith had married a man by the name of Shearer 
and was convicted and punished for manslaughter 
under I hat name. She either forgot thai name or 
would not tell it to her attorneys. However, step 
by step, these attorneys ravelled the thread of 
their lives and secured information very much 
needed for defense. 

They secured official information by certified 
copies of records of the arrest, trial, conviction, 
sentence and committment of Mrs. A I mini Grif- 
fith, under the name of Almira Shearer, to the 
House of Correction at. Detroit, Michigan, in 
April, IS7*J, and her receipt at that Institution in 
May, 1872, and her discharge from it if March, 
1873. They also secured the leslimony of a wit- 
ness who saw her in that Institution in October, 
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1H72, and who identified Mrs. Griffith, the defen- 
dant alleged to l*e Mrs. Mender in the case j>ending 
at Oswego, us the woman who was committed and 
served in Detroit House of Correction oa Almira 
Shearer from April, 1872, to March, 1873, 

An alibi was thus established for defendant Mrs. 
Almira Griffith. 



CHAPTER XX. 

The Statesman published at Oswego gave an 
account of the situation in the defense or these 
women at that time as follows; 

Mr. J. T. Jurm*, oiiv of the counsel far the [lenders, the 
um> woiiiiii idU'HVil io be im»mhrrrt of the Hi whr fumily, 
haw hpoji In the chy tub week. Ho lias n jweket full nf 
ullhhivlis tti prove tliut these women werellvlnn In Michigan 
during ''I! tlui tlrun thai the Bonders were commuting those 
atrocious niunlurH In thin County. 

It \n reported tlini the Counly Attorney h satisfied ihul 
It in u "gone ense, 1 ' but he him no power to order the dis- 
charge of the defendants until the case hi called In the Dis- 
trict Court P and no further proceedings will probably be 
In ken until the meeting of thiH body. The Court will con- 
vene on Tuesday, February' -I, when the mutter will be de- 
termined. 

The Smimtrnm has believed from the first thai this was u 
futm? ahirrn, and till developments no fur lend to strengthen 
Sin ronvlcilonn. 

To gel the depositions of witnesses residing in 
Michigan would reciuire the expenditure of a 
large sum of money for both sides. The wo- 
men had no money or property. All expend!* 
tyres on their behalf must be paid by their attor- 
neys. The State had been at a very heavy outlay 
to arrest and bring lite defendants from Michigan, 
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keep i horn in custody, hold the Preliminary and 
prepare the case for trinl In the District Court 

The taxpayers were complaining of tlto ex- 
pense la the SUte of which the Prosecuting 
Atiorncv was informed, so he desired to expend 
jusl as little money ns possible and faithfully per- 
form UU dutv in the prosecution of the case. 

It was agreed between the Prosecuting Attorney 
and attorneys fnr the defense to waive all formali- 
ties that could be legally waived and to makefile 
money expenditure as small as possible. Tito 
attorneys for the defence were anxious that thin 
should be done for the reason that they were pay- 
ing hundreds of dollars in preparing the defciuMS 
and were receiving nothing from any source on 
behalf of the defendants to meet that outlay. 

It was agreed that affidavits should be consid- 
ered in so Far as could be legally done, in lieu of 
depositions to be used as evidence. All affidavits 
when procured were first to be submit Led to the 
Prosecuting Attorney, before any use would be 
made of ihem bv counsel for defendants, and it if 
was decided that they were to be admitted as 
evidence, then copies were to be furnished counsel 
for the State* 

Attorneys for defendants submUled some 
affidavits to the Prosecuting Attorney, but they 
were not satisfactory to him and his reasons were 
given to the newspapers, for not permitting them 
to be used as evidence for the defense. These 
were published without the knowledge or consent 
or the attorneys for the defense. 

The Oswego Independent published the follow- 
ing; 

The 11c ruler Women, 



J. T. Jnmra, of Knnswi City, Mo„ one of the couruol for 
the nllcKnl Header women, wna In Lh'fl city thlrt week. Ho 
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presented to Mr. Morrlnon, tbu Counly Attorney, aflldnvlUi 
of pnrtleit In Michigan, to prove tin ullM for liln cllenla. 

Mnriu Chapman of Derrlen County, Michigan, uvcra t hat 
idie now uud knew M Hi. Monroe flu Hon ihe Spring und Hum- 
mer of 18?n. Thai »he lived in Michiunn at lhai lime. 

Myrn A, IIojhic of Niles, Michigan, alleges that she b 
the dnnghler of Mm. Monroe und In n General wny Utah** 
Lhat her mother lived In MJcfdgnn dtirlntE thoyeani 1 B70 to 
187 I. InctuHtvo. 

The County Attorney could not dlsmltw the ease upon 
»uch ii showing, ami very promptly Informed Mr. J amen *o. 

Mr. MorrUon desire* uji to niale thul the report sent out 
from thhi city, to the Ken' cm Cvy Timr* t thnt the lone; con- 
finement had excitement of the Irial hud afTerted the mind of 
Mm. Monroe, in nWdtiLuly untrue. She In ju-rhupft not the 
moni am [tibia woman In tho world muJ iloen not \;* \ along 
with lier daughter tin nlcnmintly tw might he desired, but 
who Is perfectly Mine and hen re her confinement with Chris* 
i Ell n (?) fortitude. 

The statement also, that litis cam; would he bronchi 
before tho Grand Jury la nol correct. The case Is already 
on the Criminal Docket of the Dbtrlct Court mid ihe Slnte 
will ho ready for trial, unlerei tho tie feodum* should he dhw 
charged upon a writ or habeas corpus, which Is not at all 
probable; 

Another Oswego paper, the same week, contain- 
ed the following: 

The Hen <ler Women Still In Gun tody 

J. T. James, of Kaunas City, Mo,, attorney for the women 
charged with being the [lender*, u*n In the city this week, 
with nflldavits concerning the lives of Ihe Bender women* 

Mr, Morrison regards the evidence presented not sulTlclenj 
lo warrant the discharge of ihe women. Unless evi- 
dence more convincing is presented to the County Attorney, 
the women will he tried ut the rehrunry Term of the Dlatrfct 
Court. Mr, Morrison did lay to Mr. James I hut ut any itmo 
sat la factory proof he nincle thai the prisoners are not the 
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purl lea wuiitcd. Liu? Si nil' would Liu ulml lo ilbic-lin tru Llieni 
and uuulct nut he loehnlcul with rc^nrd to how the testimony 
should be mude, mi'iinhij; tluii mutter* of form In taking thu 
evidence vuiuhl bv waived. 

Hy tin lr i utillii'iifi^ Murk* the wojnt?n ilo much Lo Injure 
lhi«ir cum*. If Innocent, and make &eurch for ovldenre perplex- 
ing ami dHllculL The ch a lire lor Koto's acquittal la 
good and she hua repeatedly »uld In pHvulc convcraalloii 
thai the old woman i* a* (nnorcnl ns a new-born babe, and 
yet i hi* reporter saw u letter tliU week, ibe, had whiten lo 
Coventor Humphrey, oak in k Itim to Intercede in her behalf, 
in which she Males that her mother hud ut one I line acknowl- 
edged that ahe was Mm. Bender. She alates in her letter 
that Mr*. Mnnroe told her thai they escaped to NVMun'»« 
Land in the Indian Territory, where they had a quntrd over 
the deposition of the money, si slocking full. TlmL at uIkIiI 
the old man idiot Jane, meaning Kate. That they went to 
Denver, uhere the men dcacrU-d her, leaving her pennllcaa. 

Mm. DavLi, the alleged Kate, nays that Her mother wrote 
from thb place, aaklnie for money to come home, but thni 
she had none to give her. 1/ ihja evidence could be relied 
upon, \l would he a strong point ajjainal the old lady. 

Mr, MorrUon U very doubtful whether aulllcl en t evidence 
can be K"lheml lo prove the women tfullty, but he fee)* ll 
hb duty lo let a jury decide the question. 

The people were informed by n iicnaallonnl dbpatih *ent 
lo the KantatCitttTimr*, the flnu of the week, that old Mm, 
Monroe had gone crazy, on account of worrying over the 
con llnement and the awful crimen chanted against her, but if 
Mho is insane the attending physician has fulled to discover it. 
She is a woman of nervous temperament and possessed of ■ 
violent temper, and she bos occasional "spells' 1 that some- 
times last iwo or three days, but If she loses her reason, It Is 
only temporary, 

Thb* case 1 wns Lite most. important one thai was 
to be heard at the February, 1890, term of lite Dis- 
trict Court, and much interest wan la ken in Li, 
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not only in Labette county, but elsewhere in the 
Slate, " 

N'he Slur and Kuiwmi of independence, Kaunas, 
published the following: 

Arming tbu cum* that will romp hefore Judge McCue, for 
trial ul h\n find lerm of court in Lubclio County, is Unit of 
the Shite (jj KmiKim iigninjil the alleged Dcndera* If the 
Si ale rnu ken any aorl of n case, thb will be one of the most 
Intercut Ing trials that has taken place In Kansas, and will 
occupy, no doulil, a full month's time. The selection of 
a Jury for ibis irlul will prove no easy matter. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Sheriff Wilson retired from office and waa suc- 
ceeded by Llie newly-elected sheriff, William Cook, 
on January 8, 1890, to whom was transferred the 
custody of the alleged Bender women. For some 
lime there had been ill feeling between Mre, 
ttri filth and Mm. Davis, while they were held at 
the house of Tom Lawson, SherifT Cook decided 
lo get another place in which to keep these pris- 
oners anil arranged with Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
lo keep and guard them. Mrs. CriftUh informed 
SherifT Cook that she feared Mm, Davis would 
kill her. To make certain that nothing of that 
kind would bo attempted the sheriff had Mr, and 
Mrs, Liwrcnco put Mrs. GrifTith in one room and 
Mrs. Davis and her child in another, then to keep 
careful watch over them and sec they did not get 
together. This wan a wise move and insured no 
trouble with the prisoners. 

The Prosecuting Attorney wrote the following 
letters; 
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OiWL-uo. KarwjLrt, Jan. 128, 181)0. 

Mr. J. T. Jutties, 

Kansas City. 

Dear Sir:— li h my Intention now to move In the Header 
cum* at the earliest ]ii>!t!tlli)i> moment when Court convene*. 
Will h-i\«- 1 in- rirrk -.-ml you n copy of Information. Plctuw 
gov I'm you rue If urcor<lln«ly, iw I want to depone of thin 
matter M i hi* earliest possible moment. 

Your* very iruly, 

J. EL MORIUSON. 

Oswego, Kansas, Jim. 28, 1800. 

Hon. 11. G. Webb, 

Parsons, Knrww, 
Dear Judge: — I desire to move In the "Bender" case at 
the earliest possible moment niter Court convenes. My 
present impression is we will not want to try llic Unborn 
east* again. Will have the Clerk send you copy of Informa- 
tion In Hinder case, 

Youra very truly, 

j. II. MOIUUSON. 

Upon this Idler is written in Judne Webb's 
handwriting llu- following: 

Mr, J a men: You belter come no a* to be on hand* I do 
not aliili to act without consulting you. 

II, G, WEDB. 

These letters and a copy of the Information 
were received by J, T. James at Kansas Cily, 
Mo., January 31. 1890, 

The information was in words and figures, as 
follows: 
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INFORM ATI ON 

Suite of Kninui*, ) fin. In I lie DlntrJci Court lor Hold 
County of Lnbetlo j County. 
THE STATIC OF KANSAS, \ 

va. / 

ELM III A GRIFFITH, nffrw 1 INFO KM ATI ON 

KnUi Bender, Sr„ jiiuI / 

SARAIi 10 LIZ A OA VIS, tit fa* \ 

Katti Bender, Jr„ J 

I h h-midiit k j 

Stole of Kaiunui, Labette County, m: 

I, J. II. M orrl&on, the undi-mlgned. County Attorney of 
mild County, in the name, and hy the authority, and on 
behalf of the Stale of Kansas, come now here and give the 
Court to understand and be Informed, that on the 25th, day 
of April* A. 0., 1H7U, m mild County of Labette and Stale 
of KanHiis, El mini Crlflllh, aliua Kate Bender, Sr., and Sarah 
Eliza DnvK alia* Kata Header^ Jr., did then and there un- 
lawfully, feloniously, with force and arms In and upon one 
William York, wilfully, dulllmniLuly, pn-medllatedly, and 
with malice aforethought, make an uasaull; and said Klrnira 
Grlflltli alia* Kate Bender Sr., and the laid Sarah E. 
DuvLi, alia* Kate Bender, Jr., did then and there with a 
certain heavy Iron hammer, a deadly weapon, held In the 
hnnda or one John Bender, Sr., aided and abetted anil assisted 
hy the said Flrnlra Griffith al\un Kate Bender, Sr., and the 
aald Surah E. Davis alia* Kale Header, Jr., purposely, wil- 
fully, deliberately, premeil lately, with malice aforethought, 
unlawfully ntul feloniously, with intent to kill and murder 
I ho said W I HI n m York, then and there unlawfully, wilfully, 
feloniously, purposely and or their deliberate and premedi- 
tated mid lee, did strike, thrum , penetrate and wound with 
the In Lent aforesaid, thereby, then and there, Riving to the 
wild William York, with the heavy Iron hummer afori-^iM 
in and upon the head of him, the sold William York, one 
mortal wound, of which said mortal wound, he, the said 
William York, then and there j maundy died; and the paid 
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Klmtni GrlrTiUi tiHu* Kate Uemjer. Sr, t ami the MJiltl Sarah 
IC 11 a vis nl inn K ate llnuler Jr., did ihi it 11 11 r J tlinru In the 
manner afore-mid, unlawfully, feloniuuHly, purporndy mnl of 
deliberate and premeditated malice kill and murder ihty mild 
William York. 

Contrary to the form of the Statute In such ra.it' made 
and provided, ant! acaln-U the peace and dignity of thu Stale 
^ Kwins. J. ]]. MORRISON, 

County Attorney. 

Stalttdf Kansas, County of Isabel le, s*: 

I, J, II. Morrison, being duly nwom on oath, nay Unit 1 
am County Attorney of nahl Labette Cuunty, in the. State 
of Kansas, and that the allegation* net forth In the within 
Information are true, to the beat of my knowledge am! 
belk'f. So help me God. J, II. MOHIUSON. 

(SEAL 1 

Subscribed In my presence and sworn to before in if by J, 
tf. Morrison, County Attorney, thh liDth, clay or January, 
A. D.. 1890. COLIN IIODQK, 

Clerk of The District Courl. 4 

No. D2S 
Stale of Kansas, Plaintiff* 
vs. 

Flmira Griffith oUai Kate Bender, Sr., rt al. 

INFORMATION 
A True Bill 
Filed January, 1890, Clerk of District Court. 

Witnesses: L. I\ Dirk, William Dirk, J. II. Hatd«y, I), Ilu 
Dirk, T. 0. Smith, Drib Keek, 0. W. Gabriel, Joseph Story, 

C. W. Booth, Morris Sparks, David Monahan. William 
Clair. Martin Skive, Chris A peck, J. P. Carpenter. Geo, 
Frew. Frances MeCann, K. D. Klcrsey. 

Upon the back of this copy is written: 

Received hy mat), Jany\ 01, 'fal, at I0:'IQ a. m. 
A tout: J. T. JAMES, 

D. M. HORN ll A Attorney, 
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Another letter: 

Ortwego, FCntiHiiH, Jnn< JIOJHIJO, 

J. T. James, Kn(|, 

Kansas City, 

Denr Sir; 

I nei« I am quoled In the uewspapners as agreeing lf> 
admit your "affidavits" upon lUisiriut of the aliened Benders, 

] do not wnn t nny m intake about this. I did not so agree. 
I iiaki they might go in for what they wen- worth In a Imbra* 
ror pun proceed I iik. 

You wore* to gut depOtltiotlM of thu parties you desired to^f 
una upon the trial— I tin Id I would waive application to the 
Court v nnd would only ask reasonable notice of the lime 
ami place of taking I hem. 

Yours very truly. 

J. II. MORRISON. 

When the District Court convener! nL Oswego 
FebururjvL 1890, bccnu.se the Lime of Judge Me- 
Cuc would be so Utkcn up witli holding Court at 
different places in his District, and Lhc ad minion 
of the Attorneys for State and defense in the 
Bender case that it would lake several weeks to 
try the case when it was taken up, the Court 
continued the Bender Cane lo the May, 1890. 
term of that Court to be held in Oswego, and the 
defendants remained in the custody of the Sheriff. 



CHAPTER XXI 1. 

During the months of February nnd March, 
I WG\ the attorneys for the defendant, At mint 
GrlfuUl, secured certified copies of the Court 
records of Ionia County, Michigan, showing the 
nrrest, arraignment, trial, conviction, sentence 
and committal to Detroit House of Correction, of 
Almlrn Shearer on a charge of manslaughter. 



Ill 
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Also thi" certified copies of (hi 1 records of the liousi; 
of Cornel ion at Detroit, shoeing that she was 
received into that Institution on May IS, 1872, 
and wils discharged from there on March 24, 
ISTI1. That rccu rt I also showed that she was sixty- 
two years old, born in the Slate or New York and 
by occupation a housekeeper. Certified copies 
nf the marriage certificates of A] mini Murk Lo 
Shearer, Griffith and Monroe were also procured 
as evidence in the case. 

The testimony of Mrs. John Garden, residing at 
Saginaw, Michigan, a daughter of Mrs. Griflith, 
was procured showing that while Mm. GriflUh 
was in the House of Correction aL Detroit in 1872, 
during the monlh of October, Mrs, Garden 
visited her. that the Mrs. Shearer then in that 
institution and visited by Mrs. Garden, was the 
identical Mrs. Almira GriHUh held at Oswego, 
Kansas, as Kate Bender, Sr., and that sire was not 
old Mrs. Bender, nor a member of the Bender 
family, 

A writ of Habeas Corpus was taken out for her 
and upon its return the District Judge was absent 
from Labette County antl a hearing wan had before 
the Judge of the Probate Coui t of that County, in 
April, 1890. At that hearing the certified copies 
of the records, testimony of Mrs. Garden, and the 
evidence of Mrs. Griffith and Mrs. Davis were 
presented for the consideration of the Court, 
Attorneys for both the State and defense made 
arguments. 

The Judge fully considered the evidence and 
arguments in the case and upon the showing made 
was convinced, as was the Prosecuting Attorney. 
Mr. Morrison, that this defendant was not old 
Mrs. Bender. He made the order discharging 
Mrs, Almira Gri filth from the custody of the 
sheriff as being held without warrant and as the 
wrong person. After more than five months of 
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prison life at Oswego, this old woman was now free, 
but without any means, far from friends and 
acquaintances, and there was no redress for her 
against any reliable or responsible source. 

Prosecuting Attorney Morrison was now convin- 
ced that these women were not the Bender women, 
la the District Court he dismissed the case against 
both of the defendants, and Sarah Eliza Davis, 
held as Kate Bender, Jr., was also discharged from 
custody. 

The abnormal desire to be known as a notorious 
criminal and the unbridled tongue of Sarah Eliza 
Davis, whom one of the attorneys for the defense 
In his address to the Court said was the "collassal 
liar" of his experience In criminal practice, bad 
caused these defendants all of this trouble and 
laid the base for the enormous expense which had 
been mode to arrest antl prosecute them as the 
alleged Benders. 

Having been held En Labette County as prisoners 
for more than live months, at an expense of many 
thousands of dollars to taxpayers, these women 
were set free, paupers in a land of si rangers, far 
from home, relatives, friends or acquaintances, 
unable to compensate their attorneys and without 
any means of support. The Labette County 
authorities instructed Sheriff Cook lo purchase 
railroad tickets for them from Oswego to Niles, 
Michigan, which he did, and sent them over the 
M. K. & T, railroad via Parsons. 

Mrs. GriflUh told Sheriff Cook that she was 
afraid to travel with Mrs. Davis, because she be- 
lieved Mrs, Davis would kill her. They would 
change trains aL Parsons. Sheriff Cook arranged 
to have Mrs. Griflith taken secretly to a hotel at 
Parsons and kept until next train. Mrs. Davis 
and her child went on the first train and M rs. 
Griflith followed on the next train. They 
were thus separated antl a tragedy avoitletl. 



116 THE RENDERS IN KANSAS 

The people of Ijihette County were tfluil indeed 
when tnesc defendants had departed Ironi Oswego 
and the expense to taxpayers stopped, \") 

A few weeks after Sheriff Cook hud sent them 
amy from Osweco, Mrs, Davis returned with 
three children anil rented a house near the Law- 
rence residence. They lived there Tor some 
months. Mrs, Davis did washing to support 
them. They then left Oswego and have noL been 
seen since. 

At the time of their discharge from custody, 
Mrs. Griffith was nearly seventy years and Mrs, 
Davis almost forty-six years of age. Both have 
since become deceased* 

Many Benders have been located nL different 
times in many places. Mrs. Griffith and Mrs, 
Davis were the only persons placed under arresU 
by officers, identified by former neighbors and 
taken to Libette County for trial. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Colonel Frank Triple tt, in an Interview at the 
time these women were in custody at Oswego, said : 

The [lender* Were Spirited rVway 
Perhaps singly, by confederates, through the Indian 
Nation, into Tcim. That the family drifted to Leadville 
and aianed I heir "murder mill" there. In the early days 
of Leadvill*. ft If a well known fart thai many men were 
disappearing almost dally. 

Many of iho*c m myiiertoiuly apt r he* I away were ntrann- 
en from the Bait, ntnld burin km men, whose Imhlui nnij an* 
jiodatlonji were not pitch m to mibJccL them to [lie ordlmiry 
rJafmJi of mldnJghl aunan* Inn lion. Tlie work looked very 
like that of the Rentier*, nrul U-ntlvllle wrw for u time, at 
h*a*t, their refuse. 
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No ninn could have no exulted hlrmtelf In the ml ml* of the 
people of KanHHK nL thai time, as by killing the Bender*. 
They never mcl ttiulr fate In thai way. 

Colonel Triple tt believed the Benders were 
probably living at the lime he gave this interview 
In 188". 

Alt oj the Bender* Returned to Michigan, 
l^eroy V. Dick said: 

Tho Huntlem drove Lliclr teiim Inlo the limber and left It 
Lied to the wuhoii; that the team had calon the waRon-bwl 
nearly up and wero a! moat |)erl«hed when found; that the 
Benders bought itch eta to Humboldt and went Southward, 
divided Inlo two pnrllen and rounded up am! enmo together 
at DenLfton, Texan* Prom thence Into New Mexico, or the 
unpopulated country In Western Tcxa*. They were follow- 
ed, every turn they made wuji ijlucovered, but alwayn loo 
Lute to apprehend thotm When they reached Lke Western 
wlldu, all Lrnceof Ihein disappeared, and for iw;veral yenrs It 
waa lost. Plnally, a duo kIyuu by a lady, led to the Buaplclon 
that they hud returned to Michigan. 

The UcmlcTB Were Not Captured. 

J. J, Johns located in Osage township during 
the year I860, and lived there for twenty years. 
Me was a neighbor of the Benders and a frequent- 
visitor at the Bonder Mouse. Once when he called 
there ho was refused admittance. This aroused 
suspicion* 

Mr. Johns was with Colonel York and the 
searching party on May 5, 1873, when the bodies 
were exhumed. He was a member of the Vigi- 
lance Committee, Me joined the posse and went 
in pursulL of the Benders. He said: "They did 
not capture nor kill the Benders." 

The Bonders Were Killed. 
(Jeorge Evans Downer, a member of the Vigi- 
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juncc Committee, who lived at Independence, 
became one of the posse in pursuit of the Bender*. 
On his death-bed at Downer's Grove, Illinois 
lie jnadq the statement that lie was present, gun 
in hand, when father, mother, son and daughter 
of the Bender family were sent lo death by the 
paw. lie said an oath was inken winch has 
made the fate of the Headers* a mystery during all 
of the years since they wen? killed, '['lie Vigi- 
lance Committee of which Mr. Downer was a 
member was organ] Kef 1 at Independence. 

In those days of lawlessness In that country, 
such organization was the only means of keeping 
order and protecting life and property. 

Several members of the Vigilance CommiLlee 
besides Mr. Downer, were with Colonel York at 
Bender House that day when the discoveries were 
made and the bodies of the victims exhumed. 

Tim Benders Cfiptnmi and Shot, 

In the Fall of I87G, only three and a half years 
after the Bender Mouse discoveries and disclosures, 
in a camp in Mew Mexico, near the Arizona line, a 
man on his death-bed made the following state- 
ment: 

I vol living in the Slnte of KunmLs near the. Lawn of 
Cherryvnle, nt the timp Hie Mender family escaped from their 
clnim and tin? oWrrra of the liiw, h'orty-eluliL houra nftur 
they carted for the South, I and nix others, well mounted 
and armed, Marled at mfdniKht in nunmlL We found thnt 
they had abandoned their team, which they lint started 
with, and had lakrn uji with a freighter going to the Sue and 
Vox Agency, Wt overlook the out at one evening, at dunk, 
encamped on the hank of a iimall stream, a few mile* from the 
Sac and Fax Agency, The freighter was made nri|iialnted 
with the rireurn* La rices. The Benders were taken one mile 
iwuth-wesi of the ford iinrj laid under the ground. 

Among their ertecLs wan found noven thousand dnllnnt, 
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which wns divided into el K hl purls. The amount waa a 
great nurprlun lo id] of iiF t mid considering that we hud done a 
iirehl service lo the eountry and ruin mil nhy, we, each of us, 
thorn look n solemn oitlli, never to dlvufou any part or parcel 
of the n^hl's work. Never ejve away any names of the [wr- 
ites that I now give to you. 

That dying man then directed Lhnt his effects be 
neat to his sister al I ndependence. I I is tfruve was 
made in it beauLiful valley in Llie soulh-wesLcrn 
part of New Mexico. There he sleeps his last tonR 
sleep. The names of those who formed thut posse, 
which he gave, have never been made known by 
publication. 

AL the lime the alleged Bender women were in 
custody at Oswejjo in 188 ( J, the statement wo-s 
published that Tour of that posse were dead, one 
then lived in Seattle, and another was a prominent 
business and stockman at Sherman, Texas, The 
nl Iter one was still following the business of fur- 
nishing auppltca to Indians ami emigrants in the 
South west territory, 

The following dispatch wjls published as scni 
from Kittle Uock, Arkansas, November 4, 1880: 

A gentleman who arrived here from New Mcjlco, stated 
that He wan In possesion of evidence lo show that the 
rroiorlou* Bonder family had all been killed and buried In the 
west end of the Cherokee Strife llielr executlonen helnR the 
parly whontnrted In pursuit Immediately nftor the butcheries 
were discovered. The entire fmnlly wan exterminated, 

L. T. Stephenson, n resident of Independence and a 
member of the Vigilance Committee, became one of the 
posse which pursued ami killed the Header*, 

lie he!|>ed dig the grnvi* In which the Benders were 
hurled. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

When Judge Webb and J.T.J nmeslmd their first 
conference as the attorneys for the alleged Bender 
women, Judge Webb, said: "They are noL Lhe 
I lend era. We will have a long, hard flghl, but 
we an* defending innocent clients, in this ease." 
Judge Webb was a stranger to Mr James, but Lhe 
manner (if his saying thai they were not the Ben- 
tiers, indicated that lie knew. Mr. James had left 
Minneapolis in Lhe month of May, previous, and 
had been looking after some business in the 
Indian Territory, keeping a temporary office at 
t ort Smith, Arkansas, Upon a telegram received 
at Wagoner, he went direct to Oswego over the M. 
K. A; T, Railway, It was the first time Hi at lie 
t ,sc f." elL,lor uf l,lc defendants, or had met 
Judge Webb and he had never heard of either of 
the defendants until the receipt of that telegram 
which was sent him by a former client, 

Mr. James in Ins law pracliee up to that dale 
had refused to defend any person on a murder 
charge, and before he would enter this case us one 
of lhe attorneys, he wanted Lo be sure that the 
women were not the Bender women. Colonel 
\ ork. who was then living at Fort Scott, Kansas, 
not very far from Oswego, was not pushing the 
prosecution of this case and seemed to fake no 
interest in it whatever. This was significant. 

After a talk with Nome members of the posse, 
including the Captain, Mr. James became con- 
vi need that these were not the Bender women. 
Vuth Judge Webb, he entered into the defense 
and the record tells of the faithful, hard work done 
by these attorneys in thnt case. To make this 
defense, secure better detective service and be 
near the place of trial, Mr. James changed his 
office from Kort Smit h to Kansas City, where he 
had an office in the Sheidlev Building* 
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Levi B. Madison, a former husband of the 
defendant, Mrs, Davis, had owned 1120 acres of 
land In Cedar County, Missouri. This land he 
left to her at Ills death in Michigan, in Lhe year 
1882. Mrs. Davis now agreed to convey that 
land Lo Attorney James Lo be used Loobtuin money 
with which to secure evidence and conduct the 
defense of both Mrs. Davis and her molhcr, Mrs. 
Cri filth. Investigation of Lhe title to this land 
at Stockton, Missouri, disclosed the fact that a 
mortgage had been foreclosed, the land sold, and 
Judge StraLLon, living at Nevada, Missouri, had 
bought the land In Lhe year 1882, the very year 
thai Madison died. Judge StraLton sold this land 

10 Rook ins R, Moore, who was living on it in 183th 
Under date of December M, Judge Slratton 

wrote as follows: 

Nuviultj, Ma. Dec. M, '88. 

J. T. JiuncH, 

t h'lir Sir; 1 urn ri-'imealtd hy an old Mend o\ mint* to 
write you rejmrtlinH certain hind In Cedar County ■ Mo-, 
formerly owned by one Levi H, Madison. The land w;m 
mortgage*) to one John Vnnderburg nnd Bold under tbc same 
In 1861! -liiuJctiL by mn nnd Fold to Rook In* ft. Moore who 

11 now In pussfeinlon mid at whoso request I write tills. 

Yourn truly* 

D. P« STRATTON, 
Judne 26th Judicial Clr. f Mo. 

The envelope bears tiie following: 

Return lo D. P. StraUon, \\»x No. 131, Nevada, Mo. 
If noi rli'Kvrrtft wlibln 10 days. Po*\mark<d Nevada, Mo. 
Dec. I I. IBM. Aiidnwti, J. T. Jama. Esq. Ft, Smith, 
Ark. 

On tiie back of this envelope in Mr, James' 
hand writ [rig appears; 

Ann. Jnny Q, '90. 
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That farm \v;is not iivuibble for the defense. 



CHAPTER XXV, 

Reministcnct* oj fi* L. McCunt, of Kansas City* 
Mth, Fonm rfy a Rvsitient aj Oswego. 

In lira spring of 1HT*J, Dr. Willi tun York of independence, 
Kuii., while returning on horseback from n vir.it to his 
brut ]u r sit Fori S< ott, stopped ul a store in i'ti reoriH to make 
fLtrii* purr hares and then continued on his Journey* 

Failing to roach his diminution, lib brother. Col. A. M. 
York, orgenizcU u searching party and started on Uio road 
flom Parsons to Independence; not fur from Cherry yum 
they found a man silting by the roud ruuctinit u Hlble. In 
answer to their inquiries he informed them thai he himself 
hid been attacked by bandits and believed thill York bin I 
fallen a victim to the wmc outlaw*, 

York went on in pursuit anil tho Bible student, who 
proved to be John Flcndor, Jr„of tbenoiorlousnonderfumlly, 
nturrud lo hU he me uud gu vo t lie* ulurrn and tin* Menders 
disappeared. 

Whether ihcy more overtaken and exterminated by a 
passe under command of Colonel York, or whether they 
sueeerded in making their escape in mill a mooted i|ucsthm 
in Southeastern Kansas. 

A few dnj s later the body of Doctor York wut* found hur- 
led in lb? orchard on the [lender place, naked, face down, 
threat rut and skull broken, Further search disclosed seven 
other bodies burtctl in the garden and another body was 
found nnir Cherryvnle. 

An examination of the house proved it to bo u veritable 
slaughter pen* ft was a smull frame sturturo about sixteen 
hy twenty feet in dimensions with a door at either end nnd 
was divided into t*o rooms by a canvass pnrtlllon drawn 
tightly over upright standard*. Under I ho house wiw u 
small, deep cellar. 

In the (loor of the east room over thin cellar wim tt trap 
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door* It wim the custom of the Header* lo decoy Into the 
house, the unwary traveler who had stopped to drink at the 
well or to buy at the lllllo otore. Jlu would ho sen led In 
a chair with tho back of Ida head ugidnfll Lha canvas partition. 
At a given signal noma member of the family, generally be- 
lieved to ho Kale Mender, would strike the victim from be- 
lli ml l he screen with a liirgc hammer. The drop was then 
sprung and the body fell, chair und all, Into ilia cellar, 
where the work of robbery mid mutilation took place at 
I elm. re. 

Tho del alls of these horrible butcheries were published 
everywhere and were still familiar lo the public. Naturally 
they created Intern* excitement and Indignation in the 
locality where they were committed, and ovcry effort was 
mndu to apprehend the guilty on en nnd bring thum to Jus- 
tire, but without avail, and to thin day all attempt* to locate 
thorn have proven fruitless and their fate Is unknown, unless 
it be lo the surviving members of Colonel York's band, who 
many believe overlook and slew the fugitives as they lied 
into tho Indian Territory, and who have ever since guarded 
their secret well. 

In the fall of ifltftt, having obtained a diploma from a law 
school and desiring lo make myself eligible lo distinction, 1 
decided to locate in Kansas. An old friend was practicing 
at Oswego, Lnbcllo County, and by invitation I went there 
and formed a partnership with him. Soon after my partner 
was elected Prosecuting Attorney of tho County nnd entered 
on the duties of that ofllnv 

In the summer of 1889 he recleved Information from iho 
town of Nllcs, Michigan, that two women were living In 
that vicinity who were known to be criminals and who were 
believed hy tho authorities there to bo Mm. Render and her 
daughter. Kate. 

Aflcr some correspondence with tho Michigan officers, 
the County Commissioners of Isabella County, to whom 
I he matter was referred, decided lo send Mr* Leroy Dick 
of I'nrsons, formerly Sheriff or tho County, and In earlier 
days n neighbor and acquaintance of thn Bonders, to Nlles 
to Investigate the matter. 
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Mr. Dick went to Michigan nnU suw the women, and 
on his return rejiorted that they were, beyond question 
in his opinion, the guilty parlies, anil upon the strength 
of his Identification the necessary steps were taken and in 
November, the two women wen; hroughl to Oswego 

charged with the murder or Dr. York. 

News of the apprehension or these noted criminals was 
widely published in the newspajjcni. The Kansas City 
snitch, I believe, had not eome Into exlslance at that time. 

HowtVCf, l he second day after live arrival of the women 
a Kansas City lawyer appeared on the scene ami colled at the 
hotel where l he women were being kept temporarily and 
volunteered to defend them. 

They hud no money ami he asked no compensation and 
was therefore no snitch, but a worthy young lawyer who 
saw an opportunity to gain a reputation honorably In the 
defence of two women churned with a ureal crime. And 
it may not bo out of place to say that he reclved ample 
reward for pu well did ho acquit hlrnseU that one. of the 
most estimable young ladles of llie town fell in love with 
him and they were married soon after it ml I am sure have 
lived happily ever since. 

The legal battle took place at the preliminary examination. 
The complaint charged John Hcmler, Sr +( Kate Bender, 
Sr., Kate Bender, Jr., and John fiend er, Jr., with having 
on the fiili day of June. 1872, In Iho County of Labette and 
Slate of Kansas, murdered one William York, and the rec- 
ords of the Justice of the Peace recite thai the warrant was 
returned and filed November 2, ISflfl, with Knte (lender, 
Sr., and Kate Bender, Jr., In court. 

The examination tood place in the circuit court room 
beginning on November 18 and continuing two days. The 
venerable Justice of the Peace w ho had Issued the warrant 
associated with him two other Justices, and these lliree 
sat together and heard the evidence. 

The trial, as I recall It, was remarkable and ftt limes 
cxrrrdlngly dramatic. The court room was crowded 
with people from all parts of Labette find adjoining Counties. 
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Friend* of Iho victims were present ami Interest In llie 
proceeding was Intense. 

Seventeen years had passed niuce I he commission of the 
crimci but the lajwe of lime hud riot blotted out the memory 
of the bloody deeds that hud been commit ed nor eluded the 
desire for vengeance. 

The only [[Ucsllon in the case was, of course, thut of the 
identity of ihe prisoners, an exceedingly dlfTIcult matter 
owing to llie time thai hud intervened since the commbion 
of Ihe crime, and especially ditllcult In the nue of the young- 
er woman, who had hi the Interval passed from girlhood 
to middle age. 

The State produced fifteen witnesses who had known 
tlie Bender family and who identified the prisoners, with 
more or less certainly, as llie female Benders, while the 
defence put eleven witnesses on Llie stand equally credible 
and equally positive thut they were not the supposed crimi- 
nals, Tim case was tried wllh ability on both side*, 

Thu Prosecuting Attorney was a shrewd and resourceful 
trial lawyer, but he succeeded In discrediting one witness 
in u wholly unexpected mnnner, The witness hud proven 
a valuable ona for thu defence. lie had known Kate Hcnder 
and ho remembered her face, height, nnd general appear- 
ance distinctly, and was positive that the woman on trial 
could never have been ihe girl he had knovn. 

In the course of his direct examination he slated thai 
Knte Bender's hnlr was red, On cross examination the 
prosecutor said, "You say that Kate Deader had red hair- 
when did you Josl see her7" The witness onswered, "Seven* 
teen or eighteen years ue.o." 

The Prosecutor— " Now, please close your eyea— now 
what color Is this woman's hair?" The witness answered 
that It was brown. 

The woman's hnlr was in reality of a dark shade, bui 
with a decided tendency lo red, 

"Now, please stale to the Court the color of my hair?" 
The witness answered without hesitation, "Tour hair Is 
gray*" 

Tho prosecutor was possed of a luxuriant growth of sandy 
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hair and the answer or the witness provoked Q luugh in Uio 
court room. 

"Now, please Bin to to the Court, please open your eyes 
and look at my hair and id) tho Court uliat color It ls7" 
All eyes uiri' centered on the witness to boo his discomfiture, 
but he candy looked at the lawyer's head and said, "Your 
hair is pray, sir." 

Thereupon Li developed that tho witness was color-blind 
and wholly incompetent lo distinguish colore, and that the 
defect was in hi* vyr rather than in his memory, hut he was 
effectively discredited, nevertheless. 

When the examination was closed the Justices nut their 
heads together for u time and then announced their finding 
that the crime charged had been committed and that there 
was probable cause for believing the defend unts guilty of 
its commission. The bond of the prisoners was fixed »L 
$10,000, and as they were minus over DUO per cent of thut 
amount, they went to jail. 

The county bastlle was, however, unfit for women prison- 
ers, and i hey wtre soon after placed under guard at the 
home of a Deputy Sheriff to await trial. 

One morning on arriving at my ofllco I found the Deputy 
Sheriff awaiting me. He stated that Mrs. Bender, Sr,, had 
taken violently 111 during the preceding night, and believing 
herself about to die she had sent for the Prosecuting Attor- 
ney to whom she desired to make n confession. The 
deputy informed me that the Prosecuting Attorney was away 
from home and he desired me I o go with him and take the 
old woman's statement. 

You can imagine with what feel In its I gathered up paper, 
pen and Ink and followed the olhccr. J wan about lo hear 
from the lips of this dying woman the true story of these 
great crimes — possibly to learn ttio whereabouts of the other 
members of the family. Truly, It promised to ba tin unusual 
experience and 1 commented to myself on the circumstances 
which had resulted In placing mo for the moment In tho 
place of the Prosecuting Attorney* 

I found the woman apparently In a dying condition. She 
r-rcmcd lo breathe with difficulty, her voice was scarcely 
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uudlhle, ut times bur mind wandered, arid her speech became 
Incoherent- She urged me to mnlte liaslo and Inlce down her 
statement before it was loo late. 

Then with great dlllleulty unrl frequently interru pled by 
paroiysms of pain she rnude a statement which I look down 
In writing and which was In substance as follows: 

A few yearn before she bad met and married a widower in 
the Hlcitu of Michigan, Ho had a daughter by a former 
wife. After their murrhiKU ho confessed lo her Unit ho was 
living under an assumed name. That he was old man Bend- 
er and his daughter was I ho notorious Kate. Thul after 
the murder or Doctor York, the family fled south into the 
Indian Territory. That John Bender, Jr., had tho money 
that had been Inken from I heir various victims. 

One morning as lliey were camped beside, a little stream, 
Lhu father and son quarreled ami tlio old man brained the 
younger man with a neck-yoke. The remainder of the 
family then worked their way north until they reached 
Michigan, where Mrs, Header died. 

My informant further staled that her husband had been 
drowned shortly after their marriage and that she and her 
stop-daughter, Kale Bender, bed lived together thereafter 
until tliey were arretted and brought to Kansas. That the 
young woman downstairs wos undoubtedly Kale (lender, 
the only surviving member of that family. That she, my 
Informant! wits a Bender only by marriage nml an innocent 
nad much abused old lady, 

She signed this statement, using the name under which 
alio hhd been living in Michigan, She then naked me if I 
did not think this confession sufficient lo clear her If she 
should recover and she appeared much disappointed and 
also much stranger physically when E Informed her that I 
did not think a dying statement would be competent evi- 
dence for that purpose. 

As I was leaving the house, Kate Bender requested an 
interview and informed mo that she would like lo turn 
Slnlu'n evidence, as she could tell pome very damaging 
things about Uio old women upstnlrs. Hut 1 had enough for 
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lint' ilny. The old I inly decided not in die mid was ilk well 
as ever In a fow days* 

During the next low weeks, the Prosecuting Attorney 
Ln^an a careful Investigation of the history of our prison- 
cm, which ultimately disclosed that I ho older woman hud 
iHTvi'd u term In the penitentiary at Jackson, Michigan, niitl 
on examination the records of that Institution It was found 
that In 18711, when the Bender murdcni were committed In 
Kun&a-n, this woman was In the Michigan prison serving u 
lenience lor manslaughter, she having struck one of her 
daughters in the abdomen with a slick of stove wood. 

Here was conclusive proof that the* prisoners were imi 
members of the Dender family, but undoubtedly they were 
just as bad. Mother and daughter, and yet either would 
have sent the other to prison or Iho gallows io save herself. 

And now tike the rnnn who caught the bear, we en* 
deavored to let loose. By suggestion of tin? Prosecuting 
Attorney, habeas corpus proceedings were Instituted he fore 
the Probate Judge, and the prisoners were released on 
condition that they would return to Michigan at once. 

Through tickets were furnished them and I hey were plnc- 
ed on a train for St, l,ouls. At Columbus, Kansas, the first 
stop, they jjot off, sold their tickets ami the next day were 
back In Oswego, saying that I hoy liked Kansas better than 
Michigan and intended to remain with us, and here we will 
leave them and here the reminiscence ends. 

I have I old the story as accurately as I can recall the facts. 
If Eh'-n- ;in- any Jr-.vmji to he drawn from it you munt find 
them yourselves. 1 believe that no further attempt has been 
made by Labette County to catch the Header family. 

Travelers who visit the locality where they formerly 
liv i d say a curse seems to rest upon what was once the Hen* 
di rfarm. No one will live upon the place. The house and 
barn hate been carried away In pieces by relic hunters. 
The hncra have disappeared. Weeds and thistles cover 
the ground, and the traveler hurries on to gate on more 
attractive landscapes; for all uliouL are cultivated and lit- 
trpcllve farms and comfortable homes, transforming what 
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was onru a Hat and treeless was In Into a rich and nil rue live 
farming country. 



CHAPTER XX VI. 

Bender Gossip 

(Interesting kLoHch told on the witness ntantl in 
Nile« t Mich., by Mrw, Davis against Iter mother.) 



The Allefted Mrs. (lender. 

During the examination of the larceny case at Nilea, 
where Mrs. Monroe hud become enrnged a I the actions of 
her daughter, Mr*. Davis, she hud her charged with burglary 
find nrmJgncd In court. 

The SherlfT went to Lansing with a warrant to bring Mrs, 
Davis bock. Thin marie her so mad that site began to charge 
her mother with rrlmes, murder, and almost every crime 
known. 

1 1 Annlly developed to the suspicion thai Mm. Monroe 
was the renl old Bender devil that was connected with the 
terrible murders In this County a few years ago. No stolen 
goods were found In her possession, and the prisoner alleged 
that It wns o trumped-up charge by her mother to gel her In 
State I'rison so site could not testify as to the various crimes 
committed by her mother. 

After Lho eauelunion of the testimony of Mrs, Monroe 
and her dnughler, Mrs. Hoguc, Mrs. Davis took the stand 
and wns proceeding to give a history of her mother, of her 
vnrioui murders, eie. t when the Public Prosecutor, M. Bridge- 
mail, culled for a pause, alleging that the testimony of Mrs. 
Monroe must first bo signed. This was considered by some 
had policy, for Mrs. Davis appeared lo be in the right mood 
la make rich development*. 

In the meantime, the mother and daughter became re- 
conciled to each other and starter! on fool lo escape. They 
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were arrested, and llniiily brought to Uswejm charueil with 
twins old Mrs. JlcmUr unci her dnunhtrr Kate. 

" Bender Gosslp M was pubUsfid by n paper aL 
Oswego, Kun^Ls, from which Lh obUilnwf the ac- 
count of Uic trial uL Nilcs, Michigan. 

Lorrtvij/ Cttdt. 

A preliminary henrins was given, In thin case, in Mlehl- 

The /JaWr;.S'rrrr r jiubLUhud ut Nilcj, In I ho issue of October 
f^ve a review of Mrs. Davis* testimony, as follows: 

The case iieuimu Mrs. Ellen PayU him boon postponed bo 
often that the people are very Llrcti In waiting for results. 
Yesterday afternoon the trial was resumed before Squire 
Barren, at his olike in the American llluck, a Utile room 
tuenty by fifteen feel. People crowded Into the jjliicu nnd 
packed It on short notice. The ulr became stifling and peo- 
ple pispetl for fresh air. In due time (ho elimination 
ram me need. 

Mrs. Davb commenced her testimony by utntinft that 
there were various reafmns why idie could not give further 
testimony aguinsl her own mother. She had been convinced 
now thai she was her own mother. 

"If I told all that 1 know li would Imprison her, and I do 
not wish to do \u" 

Attorney Hamilton: 'Have you been threatened If you 
proceeded?" 

An?. "Year threat* have been made. Jfonry Howe 
railed me nut and Bald If I continued to testify in I did ho 
would nil me full of hold, There were otlior reasons, li 
utw pretty Jmrd to testify against my own mother." 

nridirmen: "Then she la your own mother?" 

Witness; "She has eonvinced ma that nhe In my own 
mother. All I swore to when I was on the stand before wan 
absolutely true, hut I do not want to rIvu further testimony 
against my mother. If I would «lvo a true Btalemenl it 
would srnii her to the penitentiary nnd I do not wish to do 
it. 



THE UKNDEIIS IN KANSAS 



M Wo lived a mile and a half from Portland In 'fl! 1 .. I have 
never been welcome ut homo. I wan u little fjlrl at homo 
Jileephift up stairs, I heard in Llie niifhl a baby cry; 1 
jumped tip, and looked down between Lhe cracks and buw my 
mother roll the back-lojr forward and throw the child behind 
it and burn U up. Thin waa 18GU, at NorLh Shado, In Cru- 
llol County, Michigan. 

"My oldest nlaLeri Elizabeth, hail a mishap and thin wan 
done to novo disgrace." 

"Saw her kill a woman who united her forsomolhlnt; to eat. 
Bhe did not «ivo menls uwny, A dispute arose and she struck 
her with an ax-helve on the back of the neck and killed 
her. It waa afternoon- She took lhe body lo u manure pile 
and burled It until evening, when she Look It to a hJoueJi hole 
and sunk tL I waa mude lo p wJtb her. Her husband 
was In town to Bell ax -helve*. 

"1 don't think Mother ever lived In Canada; nhe ^ot into 
Lroublo with brother Geor^o's wife nnd waa nrrcsLed in 18(18 
and sent to the Detroit House of Correction one year* 

"I have lived in McPherson, Kansas; then at Emporia, 
I received let I era with Mother's name Mljmed, from Kansas, 
Colorado and Texas; nho wrote me far money. I sent her 
some lo Colorado; who has told mo at different Limes that nhe 
was in KnnaiiH and had Been all that country nhe wanted lo 
see; nhe never mentioned any names. 

"In 1872 t think Mho wnB in Howard rlty; hud u letter from 
her In 1871! from Known; all these were stolen from me on 
my late vlult Lo Niles, an 1 can prove by my daughter* 

"November 10, 1 had a loiter from her in Texas; 187-1, in 
Lhe latter part of lhe year; nil were ntolen from me; it waa 
dated ut Dover or Deliver— some such name. 

'8 ho nnldi 'My Dear DnuKhter: Send me some money. 
Ten dollars If no more; J am deserted.' 

"I do not know who was with her in Knnsas; never heard 
her tell what business she was in; she look up land and was 
fiirndriK.but didn't like the country? had a letter from HuLch- 
Inson and Florence, Kansas; her name was on the letters, 

"Ed Stokes, the fellow who went lo prison for killlnK 
a man in New York, married Mrs. Monroe's daughter; 
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stln- t lien married u riuin In Canada mimed Wm. Suiifonl; 
he was killed m Windsor; I was in the house when H hnppun- 
oil, and was between eight and nine yours nld when It htip- 
IH'nwL h wu-H u large two*slory brown house just outside 
of the city. There was Mary flordon, a little girl llvu or 
sk years old; he was roped down cellar and his throat nil 
with a razor; Mary won down cellar. 

I was so abused and pounded by Mother that 1 run away 
and stayed In Detroit two or three weeks, when 1 was token 
to Portland, Insensible; don't know how 1 came so; the 
killing was done at three or four o'clock In llio morning. 

"Mother told me what become of Griffith at Dowaglo; 
Myron Monroe and Griffith tot Into a fuss; Myron cut him 
on the back of the neck until ho was dead, and he was 
thrown In a well, 

"1 heard Mother talk about the Menders seven or eight 
years ago, telling what crimes they had committed, killing 
so many people and burying one child alive; told how they 
were killed by being struck with a hatchet or hummer, spring 
a trap door and then carry them through the window, and the 
the whole thing/ 1 

Bridgrnan: "Did you go down to Kansas to get married? 

Witness: "That Is none of your business 1 will get 
married again sometime, 

"The Bible containing records of birth sent with Mother 1 * 
trunk to Muskegon, and those matters of Importance are In 
the trunk," 

Dridgman: "Do you think your mother crazy?" 

Witness; "Crazy with the devil She lied about me and 
ha.1 owned up to it, and has the goods she charged mo with 
stealing. She praise* Cod when she don't praise the devil." 

Hridgman : 'Mrs, M onroe, can you sing?" 

Mrs. Monroe: "Yes, I can sing to Mr. Hamilton, luU 
a -by- La by, on the tree top/' 

Witness: "Lived In Landing when my mother broke me 
up. Don't know which of us wakes up the spirits/' 

. M r:i. Monroe rajis under the table. I 

Witness; "Bring In the hattery. [ have been told that 
Mr. Bridgmon has threatened me with the penitentiary." 
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1irJd K nmn: "For tolling the truth?" . 

{Thin gnrrulous child Is an InnoconL nuisance.) 
"My mother sold oho wan In Kansas since wo separated. 
In 1800 she went lo Kansas, Ilordflcrabbto and dozens of 
other places. 

"1 havo received loLlers from her and they were taken from 
me only lately hy my mother; they were lost In my valise 
:ii her house; one was asking for money; it was from Teias p 
asking mo for ten dollars, J did not send it; I feel sure It 
wus from D; It commenced with n D; I'm uure; there was 
one from Denver asking mo for money; i sent her three 
dollars; this was In July, 1874; I sent It from Cairo. 

"She never described her farming In Kansas, nor never 
told mo who was farming with her; it was at Hutchinson— 
prnlrla land. 

"I was with her when she was here," 

Mere Stokes, who murdered KJsk, Is sworn to have mar- 
ried a daughter of Mrs. Monroe, and Mrs* Davis still 
swears she heard he was "sent up" In New York* This 
was Elizabeth who married Stokes. 

Mrs. Davis then says her sister Mary murdered her hus- 
band in the cellar. 

"This made mo run nwny from my mother; after this 
man was killed I became insensible to all and everything; 
this murder occurred at four in the morning; I can't re- 
member the husband's name, 

"Mrs, Monroe frequently told me of the murders by the 
Benders In Kansas- 1 am either forty-four, or thirty-eight, 
or thirty-seven; my mother has three different ages for me. 

"I bcllevo my mother is devilish crazy and Is always do- 
ing something against her children/' 

(Mm. Davis insinuates Mm. Monroe darn not get up and 
deny Mora God she Is anything hut a liar. Hero Mrs. M. 
docs get up amid tho roars of laughter of spectators. She 
put up her two hands and declared she was innocent. ) 

"My name has been Davis since July last— Mrs. James 
Davis; 1 was married at Lnnning; my husband Is not there, 
I don't know where he is; I lived nl Jackson, this State, 
three yeans ago," 
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Bridgmuu: "Do you know Jud Crouch?" 
Mrs, Dnvb: "You ask nuestionii when your mouth should 
be shut." 

{Boisterous laughter, which Judge Tin iron was obliged 
to subdue with morn voice and rutin tu nance. ) 

"This Is a larceny ease, eiiw) niy knowing or nut knowing 
Jud Crouch has nothing to tin with the rose," mill] M r 
DavK "and I tell you. Mr. rirldgmnn, the way to khI along 
with women U Id mind your own busline unci leave ihclm 
alone/' 

Mrs. Davis continuing, suiitl: "1 have another witness; my 
eldest daughter know it my moth it had possession of the very 
properly which she charges as having been stolen by me." 

Mm. Davis thought her mother had got her Into a i»cra|H\ 
and she should punish her for It In the courts 

Adjourned until Tuesday, Oct. 'JO. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

The Kansas City Star reporter gave the follow- 
ing account of his visit to Oswego: 

Old settlers who were expected to Idcnlfy Mm* Almiru 
Monroe and Mrs. Sarah E, Davis as Mrs- John and Kate 
Bender have seen the women since their arrival here. Two 
say the right people have been captured, hut others laugh at 
the Idea and the Prosecuting Attorney Is in great doubt 
now. 

Public opinion la fast molding lt*elf In favor of the two 
aomcn. The attempt at identification has proved a dismal 
failure. The witnesses on whose opinions the most reliance 
Unit been placed by Prosecuting Attorney Morrison havo de- 
clared in a Jew worils that the wrong pn riles havo been 
arm-sied. 

Silas Toles, now of Chautauqua County, and his younger 
brother were the first to discover the fact that the Benders 
had fled the country. Me was sent for by the Prosecuting 
Attorney and arrived Jn Onwcgo Saturday afternoon. 
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"H Toll* does not Identify Mm, Davis as Kuto Bender," 
remarked ] 'roaccuilnu Altorney Morrison, "1 shall believe 
we have the wrong parties, lie know her intimately and 
lived on an adjoining fitrm In the Benders, the two houses 
being not more than n nuarter of a mile apnrt," 

'Poles whs url mi i ted In the room In which the prisoners are 
being kept rind lidked with them half an hour, On his re- 
turn to the PruKoeiillng Attorney's oflko lie wild, "You havo 
the wrong piirlifH, Kniu Bender and Mm. Davis correspond 
fiilrly In heigh L bill there the similarity ends- Kate Ben- 
der's hnlr was lighter and her face much thinner than Mrs. 
Davis'* In the color of the eyes a great difference can also 
1h> noticed. The old woman does not resemble Mrs. Ben- 
der," 

Thomas J nuns, u resident of thh County, who owned a 
farm adjoining that of the Benders, declared that Mrs, 
Monroe did not look like Mrs. Bender and that Mm. Davb 
hare no resemblance whatever to Kate. 

The Proic&dlnQ Attorney niur. 

Joseph Story, D policeman of Parsons, wna the only person 
wIki imw the prisoners to-dny and discovered any resemb- 
In nee. between lliern and the criminals for w hom they w ere 
taken. 

lie said that there was no doubt whatever In his mind, that 
Mrs, Davis and Kate Bender were Identical. Ho claims 
to have Rccn Kate Bender only half a dozen times, but tells 
n long-winded story lo show that he would never forget her 
hire. 

The Prosecuting Attorney admits that ho Is badly dis- 
couraged, but declares that ho will probe the mystery to the 
bottom. 

1 1 Is very different with Mrs. McCrnin. She has made up 
Iter mind t hut the Influences guided her aright, and If every 
otd settler In Label to County would swear that the two 
women looked no more like tho persons for whom they were 
arrested than they do like Queen Victoria, she would still 
Insist that she could not 1» mistaken, 

They do not look like criminals, rind, as their history 
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shim*, have devoted mosl of their Uvea to gelling married 
arid raising children. 

Mm, Monroe claims to have been retarded three times nnd 
to luw been I he mother of twelve cliltii run. 

Mm. Davis acknowledges having been run rr led tlirco 
litm-* Eiml having partially raised seven children. 

.Mrs. McCann says ulic ran prove that Mm. Monroe hua 
been married eleven times, unci Mr*. Monroe charges Mm, 
McCann with hating stolen her marriage certificates. 

Mr*. Dan* Telh Her Story, 

With her iwo-ytar-oW babe In her arms, Mm, Davis told 
the story of the persecution of Mm. MeCann. The influence 
exerted by Mrs, MeCunn over the Ignorant woman Is the 
rnoat rcmnrkable feature of thin most remarkable ease. M in. 
McCann believes she has a mission to perform, and I hat mis- 
sion Li to discover the whereabout* of bur father's murderers 
and bring them lo Justice. Shu thinks Impression* lead her 
in the richt direction, and Mm- Do vis Is ignorant and super- 
stitious and believes that the aliened detective La a Spirit- 
ualist who has nbsolulo control over her, 

"Mrs. McCann Ami enme lo my homo In McHicraon about 
sU years ago. I was sick from child-birth and Mm, 
MrCann followed my little girl home. She professed great 
sympathy for us nnd Tor several weeks made frequent trips 
to our house claiming It was being done for charity's sake, 
t was f ick for three weeks and as soon as 1 could sit up I n bed 
she began talking lo me. 

"One day she brought an Instrument to the house which 
she said would write my name and place of birth. I took It 
nnd sure enough It wrote Sarah Eliza Mark. Chnttnraugus 
County, New York. 

"I did not know what It all meant, but from that lime Mm. 
MeCann could do anything with me she pleased. She 
would ask me quest ions and I would answer them just as 
she wanted me to. 

"Finally I fell sick again and remained In this condition for 
three weeks until Dr* Smith of Mcl'hcmou was culled to 
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see me, During nil lids lime I was sick Mm. McCann 
would ash ma questions." 

Mr*. MtVnn ti'fiQurer Uuings, 

Mm. Davis told wwru\ other stories, showing that Mm. 
MrCann had mesmeric Influence over her. She suld she 
did not remember having sworn In Michigan that her mother 
was Mrs, Bender but saiil that she testified just as Mm. 
McCann wanted her to ami could not help It. 

Neither of (lie woman have any means with which to 
make a defense*. 

They claim that I hey will tie able to prove that Mm. Me- 
Cann offered one of their relatives twenty-five dollars to 
swear that limy are Mm. John and Kale Mender. 

Mm. Davis claims thai Mm. MeCumi offered her fifty 
dollnm lo swear lluil Mni. Monroo was Mrs. John Ilender, 
and Mm. Monroe said llinL sho was ofTered fifty dollars to 
swear lluiL liur daughter was Kalu Denrler. 

Mr. Jarneti r nllorney Tor tho dufense, expeeLa to [trove tliat 
Mm. Almlm Grllllib, or Monroe, is sixty-eight years of u\\u. 
Hit maiden nntno was Almlra Hill and sho was born in 
Cullaraugus County, New York. She was married three 
limes and was tho inolher of twelve children, six of whom 
are living. 

In 1830 site was married lo Simon Mark* n Frenchman 
living In Cattaraugus County, who was the fattier of all of 
her children* tie died In IMG nnd In 1872 she was mar- 
ried lo Joseph Monroe, ami In 1880 married William 
Stephen Grjllllh of Howard City, Michigan, who now 
live* at Muncle, Indiana* She lived with her laM husband 
only a few months, ami was known In the community oa 
Mm. Monroe. 

Mm. Sarah K. Davis claims to have been born In Catta- 
raugus County, New York, in 1811 and moved to Michi- 
gan in 1852. 

She waii married in Levi It, Madhon In 1863, In 1870 he 
died, nnd In February, 188-1. she went to McPhcraon, Kansas, 
a widow with I hreo children, all of whom are now In the poor 
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house. Within Ihnv months after arriving in Mei'hersou 
t*he was murrknl to John Thompson, who died In IHH(J, 

She *u-nt lo Niles, MkOil^ii n # where tdie renin! ued until 
I SSfj when she returned to Emporiu, Kmuuuu Shu remained 
in Emporia *lx month*, reluming to Nlh-s, Ml chimin, where 
she n.- ma in it) until her arrest. 



CHAPTER XXVI H. 

The Kansas Cilff Journal contained Llio folio w- 
np: 

TUB TWO ALLEGED HENDEKH 



A Journal Kc present it live Interview* llio Prlsaricri^- 
Thi? IVusccuiIun Seeum to lliive II ecu M title (it 
the Instance of Spooks, Three Mi>n Full la 
Identify Them, While ihe I'cmrt ti Mini In 
Positive the Younger Worn mi h Knle (lender, 

Orfwego, Kansas.- To-duy's developments go fur toward 
establishing the Innocence of the alleged Headers, Three 
men tit lensi, J. W. Jeens of Mantnnu, Dr. MoKonnlo of 
Oswego, and another man, nit of whom knew the Bunders, 
have failed to identify them, 

Public opinion as moulded by reports thai come from 
interviews is that these tiro Innocent parlies, and LliitL ihe 
authorities have been misled by the delusive eliullerlng of 
Mrs. McCnnn, ihe "detective." liven the County Attor- 
ney has fears of establishing their Idem it y. 

Mr. James, their attorney, linn ordered the women defen- 
dants not to talk to reporters, but the Juunuil correspondent 
had an interview with them this morning nt the residence of 
Tom Lauwm, within a lUone's tlirnw of the hoto.1 where 
Mm- McCann la stopping. 

The reporter was taken upstair* Into a low room a ad upon 
the bed rtat Almlra Griffith und near Iter on a chair snt Sarnh 
EIIjui Davis, the alleged "Kate Mender," holding upon lior 
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hip a curly-headed Utile i£ I r I about two yours of rifle. They 
stoutly protested Innocence. In response lo n ijuesilon of 
Iht Life the older woman sidd; 

"I was born In Cattaraugus County, New York, In 1821. 
My midden name was Almlra 1UIL ] wnh married there in 
KuwrnLLI Run Jn 18JJI1 to n Frenchman mimed Simon Murk 
and twelve children were horn lo us- IIo died in 1 BOO and I 
married a ScoLchmnn by the jiumu of Joslnh Monroe, in 1B72, 
Jn Michigan. I hud my man-Jane certificate until Mrs. 
McCann Hlole it from me. 

"We moved to Nllca, Michigan, in November, Ifi74. 1 
was divorced from Monroe and married a third time to 
William Steven GrifTlth, at Howard City r Michigan. He 
deserted me In 1HH7 And hi now in M uncle, Indlanu. 

"I have never lived In Kunwis and know nothing about the 
Benders. I have made a living peddling washing and 
any thing 1 could llnd to do." 

Mrs, {JrlilUb Is rather fleshy and is sprightly for her njo, 
and Joked about the writer seeing the famous Benders. 

Sarah Elhtn Davis wus then interviewed. She Is about 
live feet, two Inches tall, has brown hulr and ia minus an 
upper incisor, She wus poorly clad and was nursing her 
little girl nt the breast and bears the murks of age, that 
maternity of seven children would naturally occahlon. 

Almost the find thlnj: she said was, ''Thai woman," 
mcanlnff Mm- McCann, the defective, '"has power to do 
any ild ok with me. Why, she brought a magnet a Imped like 
n harp, which hnd a frame on ft, When 1 would grasp It my 
hand would write anything Mrs* McCann wanted it to write. 
When she camo Into the house 1 was completely under the 
(nllucnro. She mesmerized rnc. One tlmo 1 was under her 
Influence two wcohn. I- am afraid of her. Every where I 
go she follows me/' 
"When were you first married, Mrs- Davis?" was asked, 
"1 wus first married to Levi B, Madison In Michigan In 
I em He died in 1870. 

"In 1881 I moved to Md'horson, Kansas, There I mar- 
ried John Thompson, lie lived eighteen months* About 
Ihlu time ] made the acqunln lance of Mrs, McCann and Jn a 



MO Till-: DEN DE ItS IN KANSAS 

short lime site hud me under her lnlluemu\ I lived in Mo 
|'iur>on luu yearn. 

"If \fvvt Hindi? ii roiife?c*hni lo Mm. MrCunii, I don*l 
kiui\v it. hut nil the time ?*hi' win trylni; lu nurprise me und 
coax me hit 11 » confession. 

"1 movid Vuu k in Niles MU liljtnn. in IKH7, »m) lived there 
oik* year. I went lu Kmparla, Kmuuli, in 18K8 and Mm. 
MrCann ram** there nod watched me. I moved Imck to 
Nile* in *ix month*. 

"I have thn-e children. Gertrude, atfnl idatecm Utile lirl-iI 
thirteen and Freddie aijed eleven. The two y outwit were 
put in the |hMir hou.^e, anil the oldest wont to work." 

When a«kcd about her marriage certificates f»ln? claimed 
thai Mr*. MrCann had MoJeii llieni and other from 
hrr. 

When InlcrroKuicd a* to her mother'a career, win* admitted 
that the had wrved ti ii'rm In the Michigan penitentiary for 
infanticide. 

Mr*. llcCttnn »n* mo by lh<* Journal reporter this 
evening nod fdvc said that in all of her work In I his mat lor 
sdie had lin-n noidcil ^j1i !v Uy hrr hmiillnrtt or impressions 
made upon her by pome mysterious Influence. 

She says she will go to McPhertOn and vIhIi her family 
u liorn she ban not wen for sh mouth*. 

She certainly has followed her theory faith fully. though 
she mini i Li that the confer Ion she bus obtained will mil 
convict (horn. 

Uncle Joseph Storey of ] 'arsons, who knew the [lender 
f.irnih. will romp dnu-n thin evenlm: end nays tbnl IT the 
younger woman Is not Kate Header, she is her exact counter- 
part. 



f'HAPTKR XXIX. 

Thu Kamns Citu Time* contained an article 
entitled: 



THIS BUNPUIIS IN KANSAS 1-11 
HASI'J) ON DKKAMS 



Mil Mt-f Ilidji'h Clutrjte lllnisy. The. Alleged Mender* 
Arrested Almost Without Cause. Decided ly 
Wenk Story Told hy rVmiile IKcecli fve. The 
J II it ttcnsntlou Very Much LNc a rVrsccul I on 
Now. Deter ml not Ion lo Hung t lie Two Women,, 
If I'otodbEc, Repressed by the Accuser. Queer 
Tale oil Which In Jeopardize Uvea, 

Oswego, Kansas, Nov. 2. —Mm. Krunces B. Mr Curt n 
lefL Oswego on tbu evening train for I 'arsons, whore she will 
renin in for (to vend days, the guest of Deputy .Sheriff Dick, 
who brought Mm. Monroe and Mm, Dnvb from Niles, 
Michigan. 

Mm, McCarui and Mr, Dick are uhout the only lemons 
who think that Mm. John imd Kate I lender have been 
captured, 

lu an interview at the ile/ait this rnctrniru: tin* lady natd: 
"If I have not captured Mm. IIcjhIlt, I Imvo Kuccoodod in 
Urlnjihij; from Mlchinun the u^lleni woman over Keen in 
RnnruiA." 

Then I he little wmrnin hhru^i^ttl tir-r nliouldr»m and 
laufthed beurtlly In her attempt at a joke. 

M j dU\ not expeflt/' Mm. McCanu eantinuL-d, "thnt many 
pomona In tbla part of OftWego would be ubh' to ftlontUy 
the |irigonem, for few uf ibem knew tbr Hemler fondly, by 
hlcht. ] cannot ray that I will lie Ha Drifted even if at the trial 
I hoy nre turned loose. It de]>enils iillncether on bow the 
investigation In conducted. If they are turnnl \uose on 
(bh charite, the murder of my father, John W, Snnford, 
a( Windsor, Canitda, renin loi lo ho diMpujcd of. 

"Mn*, Davis nwfiro on I be wiiuiwt nland at Nile^, Mithl- 
(*nn. tlmt hor mother was Instrumental in the murder of 
John W, SanforiL 

Un matter of public recorrl, and whether it U competent 
evidence In tlicf prull miliary hearing or not, It will furnhh 
U rounds for another iuvrcl Ration. 1 propose to mh; thai 
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the inviralituilnn U conducted by the State In such a manner 
t lot I ho whole truth will be arrived at." 

Ifajcti Efuirtty on a Dnuin. 

This second charge, h based cm n 1 1 roam. Supplementing 
live dream are confessions of MrH, Davis made, hIiv claims, 
while under a riHTmierlc lulluence. 

Hobgoblins ami uhosts tij-ure mi more prominently in 
the Stanford murder Investigation than they tin in tins 
I J end or fiasco. 

Mrs. McCann hud a dnurn which refolded Lli-tn murder 
of an old man, by an aid woman and her daughter, Tho 
little daughter of the murdered man was spared . The a lory 
preyed on her mind and she Lohl it to Mrn. Davis at McPher- 

Mr*. Diii-w interpreted the dream. 
"Yes, there wan a murder/' sntd Mrn. Davis; "the murder- 
ed man was John W, Sanford, or Windsor, Canada, unil yuu 
are the daughter who escaped. My mother was the mur- 
derer 

Mrs* MeCunn did not know her parentage, and so Impres- 
sed u:li she with the intrrjirr tnt Inxi t)mt she made » pIlKrim- 
mrp to Kentucky, where she visited an orphan asylum in 
which a lie u-iu raised* 

There she discovered that she had been received an Emily 
Sanford. 

Her next visli was to Windsor, Canada, where she discov- 
ered that n man by the name of John W. San Turd had been 
murdered. 

Mr*. McCann ret ur net J lo McPhcrson, determined to 
prosecute her search for the murderer of tier father. She 
began by shadowing Mrs. Davis. 

/foir the iirmirr /uVn ttt^tin, 

"There wiu one Uihiir," said Mrs. McCann In reLmlng her 
story, "which Mr*. Davis said Mite would never tell me. 1 
ki pt thinking the matter over and these words came to my 
mind, 'these people are the Render*/ 

"One day I juiced Mr*. Davis pnlnt-bhink If her mother 
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was not Mm. Bender. She bom i me lndh;iiunt lit once and 
fiercely lohl me never to refer to thut subject again. 

"On the following day she wiu hu^ly ennajjed In washing 
over a washtuh. *Ifuw many were there in the f tender 
family?' i asked In nn nlf-hand wny nntl she wuh caught 
napping. 'Well, )e! roe see/ she sufd, * there was Mother — / 
She stopped In an instant and throwing her hands up oi- 
elalmHt 'Now ynu have the secret. 1 have told you idlT 
"She warned me on fear id death never to refer to the sub- 
ject ii[*aln, eh iiJ i believe Unit, only I lie reimon she had in 
I 'limn mo furl her of the many murders committed by h »r 
family, was lo mthnidide me." 

The dream anil the confession which followed it, form the 
ground-work of id) siiliwiuenl Investigations. 

No attempts at Identification were made to-day and the 
eurloup worn refused admittance lo the room in which Mrs. 
Monroe ami Mm. DjivIh were guarded. 

The attorneys for the two are collecting evidence to es- 
tablish the Identity of their clients. 

A dispatch from Portland, Michigan, slates that a deputy 
sheriff of that County hud received a letter from Mrs. Mon- 
roe rci| nesting hi in to procure uflldavlts from prominent 
cIiIkuiih n Kuril I in: ihu mnnner nf her husband's (Mark's} 
denth. 

A dlspnu-h from Portland published In the Detroit Free 
I'ttnt corroborates, in pari* the story lohl by Mrs. Monroe, 
In regard to hur Michigan I i f . - _ 

The dlrtjitjtcfi snys: ' Mr, a ad Mrs, Monroe mmc to Port- 
land In IHTNp shorilv'nfLcr the Windsor ir:nle>:y, and ocruplcd 
the old block house on the west side of Grand river. They 
were generally regarded an n imarreUoine, dangerous tfet and 
were seldom molested by the townsfolk. The facts connnccl- 
ed wltli the death of Mnrh cannot now hn recalled, but the 
hiiNhand and wife were certainly disannul nn. The family 
had noine trouble here over the alleged drowning of a babe, 
but no arrests were made." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Sun< uf Mlchleuu, County of Hi rrliMi: 

Marian Chapman bi*ing duly Kworn nays; That hi ihu 
early Spring of 187:1. she bccaim* acquainted with Mrs. Al- 
mira Monroe, now under urrv?i on huspU'luri of being one of 
the Deader family anil connected with the murder* of lhat 
family In the State of Kaunas. That nhe worked for niy 
twxi neighbor in pluming WW uutt other work In the house, 
that Sprint; uml Summer. 

ThLt woman lived a milt* from rno and work ml for a Mr. 
LankMon on on adjoining farm. 

Shi i ix, , i hi- (hit I- at which she Unit knew Mm. Monroe 
by the birth of her rhild. the child born in the Sprint* of 1872, 
She saw and know this Mm. Monroe during the Spring and 
Summer of 187J and more or less often earb year to the pre- 
sent lime. 

M A it J AN CHAPMAN. 
Sworn and subscribed before me ibis lGlh day of Novem- 
ber. ISSQ. 

(SEAL) DAVID BACON, iVofarj Public. 

State of Michigan, County of Berrien, ns: 

Myra A* Hague, being duly a worn, nays: That Mho Is a 
resident of Nile*. Mlrhl|ran« and nhe has been for fourteen 
years last past. Thai she baa been a resident of the State 
of Michigan for twenty- Ave year*. That during Ilia years 
1-7". 1S71, |S7"-\ and iSTli, she was well nnd intimately 
acquainted with Almlrn Griflllh, formerly Almlrn Mark, 
now* under nrrcsl and held at Oswego, Kansas, as the 
note* J Mrs, Bender, and charged whit the murder of 
Doctor York, and others Jn Labetie County, Kuruju. 
That afllant, Myra A. Hague in a daughter of nald Alra, 
Mark, That during the year 1870 Mrs. Mark lived In 
David FenyV house, In Concord Township, In Jackson 
County, Michigan, That in the year 1H71!, Hue lived tn 
fur] ton, a suburb am] adjoin I ng South Saginaw, Michi- 
gan, Jn a house owned by one IjouIs Gonslnminger. 
Thai in 1873 ami 1874, Mrs, Mark, then known an Mm. 
Monror, lived at Teknuskn, Calhoun County, Michigan. 
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Thut allium wiiji well anmninfed with Mrs. Griffith during 
Jiald lime nnd of her own knowledge nays thuL she wiw living 
during said yen is nt the places above net forth. 

//rr 

MY II A -f- A. HQGUE, 
Afar* 

Sworn and subscribed before, me thin BUh day of 
January, 1 BUU, 

(SEAL) DA VI D BACON, Notary pMfa 

One uf the Oawogo weekly papers contained 
llie following: 

J. J. Johns of Oswego Township spent Saturday wiih his 
molhoMu-luw, Mrs, 1. W. Patrick* In 1SGU Mr. Johns 
located in La belle County and wan a neighbor of the notorU 
Jous Bender family. When asked bin opinion regarding the 
fate of thin family, he stated [kw! lively that they were not 
captured and killed by a vigilance committee, us he was n 
member of that organization. Ife was a frequent visitor 
at the house and one time was refused admittance, which 
aroused HIh siJHplcloiiN. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

The Parsons Palladium, dated June 12, H)07, 
contained an article which read as follows: 

Following done upon a story recently published thai Kate* 
Bender hail been discovered In Oklahoma and had been 
denounced by a man who wauled to marry her daughter 
nnd had been refused j now corner a story from a Kaunas City 
woman who formerly lived in Montgomery Counly und who 
da Iran her father-in-law wan u member of the avenging 
pnrly that slaughtered the Benders after finding of the evi- 
dence of the murders. 

She mentions Judge Wcbb r formerly of this County an 
one of the parly who (Uncovered the notorious trap door 
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through which tho victims of i ho Hemlm were thrown nfler 
being struck on the head. 

(Thta article then uuotcd pari of uu ankle which was 
published in the Kun^n t\"iy Star dated June Second 11*07, 
anil uoju follows: i 

HELPED SLAV THE BENDERS 

A County Treasurer In Suld co Have Aided Avcnftor*. 

Apropos of un article in lust Sunday's Sliir, in ivhbh 
John Keeper* related Lhc story of what many pcrsorci be- 
Ik' vp to have been the tragic end of thu notorious I lender 
family of Kdilwi, Mn, E. L. Stt-phcmuu of Kanim City 
offers some testimony tending to corroborate Mr. Keeper'* 
theory. 

Mr?, Stephenson declared that her falher-iriduw, L. T. 
Stephenw>n, ut onu time Treasurer of Mo til nam cry County, 
Karma, wja one of u party of men who pursued and killed 
the Itcnders, in the manner described hy a Cherokee Indian, 
who witnessed the execution. 

In the party of avenger*, *he says, were many prominent 
citizen* of M ontgumcry Couniy, nearly all of whom are now 
dead, 

" After the disappearance of Doctor York and hfl little 
daughter/' said M r». Stephenson, a hi arch won made for 
them, which resulted In locating then finally In a ffnivo on 
the Bender farm, together with pome sixteen other bodies 
all of whom had been killed on the Fame manner. 

"Doctor York had been killed by being utrurk in the bitch 
of the head, but the little daughter, from all appearances, 
h^il inTn buried alive in her father'** grave. 

"Everything Indicated that the premise* bail been hut 
lately vacated, scouts having evidently guttuu wind of the 
fact that the nvengcni of Doctor York were beaded Mint way 
and the trail won taken up and followed threo days. 

"At i he end of that lime the wagons, which bad broken 
down and been abandoned, were found, and noon after 
the entire parly was overtaken and dispatched without 
merry. 
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"Kate Header, who itemed to hu the lending Hjjlrk of the 
party, Is said to have fought for her life viciously. 

"At tt time when repnru were being circulated that the 
llenrlem hail been found Jim J arrested, k no wine, that my 
fnlher-liidnw had been Hying In the country at that lime 
t asked hint If ho thought ii wan iruo, and his reply, nutetly 
given, waHtbnt lie know It was not, for ho had helped to 
dig their {{raves. 

"Later lie Loltl mo of an experience, he had himself hail 
with the 1 lenders, 

"In the early days of Montgomery County, Kansas, 
ho had held the position of County Treasurer, banking 
fumU at Oswccji, some nhtjHlve miles away, to which 
place he made tri|» overland by private conveyance, 

"On the occasion spoken of ho won accompanied hy 
Ji. 0, Webb, the District Judges of the County, who wan 
goltlg to Oswego to hob] his regular term of courL 

" Father ownerl the II nest team of horse* In the County 
of Arabian and JJaniblclonhin slock, with Unmix* diver- 
mounted and a fine covered buggy. 

"On the way they stopped for dinner at the Header farm, 
which wjw the only Inn along the route. Driving Into the 
barnyard, they ordered the horses fed without unhitching 
as they were In haste. 

"flolng ushered Into the front room of the house, carrying 
wlLh thorn tho valine containing the funds, they were 
confronted by Kato Mender, who came to lake their orders. 

"They were forcibly at ruck hy her evil face, the Judge 
remarking after she left that he wouldn't care to be compel- 
led to face her In rinse rpiarler* without weajxms of defence. 

"While waiting for their meal tu be brought, Father 
walked out to see that the horses had been attended to 
and discovered (hat Ills orders to feed without unhitching 
had hcon (Unregarded, lliohomta having been taken from Iho 
buggy imd locked In Iho ham. 

"Kelurninj: to the house he told this to tho Judge. Doth 
regarded It mi n suspicious circumstance and ihey began 
to took about them, 

'The room In which they tot wan divided from a rear 
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room by a ihlck curtain, and on closer examination, ii wan 
found that this curtain 11111] the inlile covered a luuff, closely 
tilling l rap door. 

"In tt short lime, Kate 1 lender reappeared with l heir 
rncal, and pbdnc It on the table, drew I wo chairs to one 
*dde of the table, uith back* to I hi* curtain, and Invited them 
to 'draw up/ Immediately lea vine, the room, 

"Quietly lifting the table over to thii other wide of thu 
room, they took their places at it, fndne, tbu eurlnln. 

"ScarveJy hail they (lone bo, when a vle,ornun blow wad 
struck on the other side of ihe curtnin In audi a way that 
had they been silting in front of the curtain one of them 
must have Iwn killed, 

"Simultaneously with this blow tin* trap door In the lloor 
flew open downward, revealing a hole* l&re.c enoutfh lo have 
taken in table, chain* and their occupant*. 

"Realislnir that they would probably bo outnumbered, 
Father and the Jud^e drew their revolver*, rushed out of 
I be bouse lo the burn, broke In the door and while one stood 
on the defensive, thu other hitched the horses to tbu bu>j$;y. 

"They drove out of the plant an font as I bey could* 
fol lotted by several shots from the house. 

*On returnlne to Independence a few duys afterward, 
carefully avoid inn the Bender farm on hi* way, Father 
learned of the disappearance of Doctor York and hb Utile 
daughter, wbu had left Independence some days previous. 

"It wan the Informal Ion ejveit by him of his adventure 
at l hp Bender farm which led the uvene,inK lJitf ly to innUe 
■<iniie.ht for (h:it phi re." 

CHAPTER XXXII. 
He Knew the Bender Family. 

On May, 1907 the Kama* City Star, in Uk 
Sunday edition contained the following: 

John Keeper* Aided In l he Search for the Murderers 

Periodically the report «oe* over Ihe country that the 
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notorious Bender family ban been found. Hut nlwnys the 
rumor In foimil lo In- fjili 

"They will never be fnund," said John Keepers, an ex- 
Kuiihiui, now living a! 21 IH BclleloMidne avenue. "When 
the Benders left their farm In Craw fori J county, Kim* a*. 
In IKI'A, after their crimes bad been crunrniind and di- 
covered, I hey are supposed to buve gone into the Indian 
Territory. 

' 1 1 In ulmci.it an absolute certainly that (he Bcjidem were 
all hilled ii nil bur Jed by nut lawn like themselves. 

"Thu Benders knew loo much -that's why they were 
hilled. 

"J was one of the party of men thai went to the Bender 
home when a search wan brine, made for Doctor York of 
Independence, n brother of Col. A. M. York of Fort Scott. 

"We met old man Bender at the Kate and told him our 
errand. 

* He said he had been shot at hy highwaymen a few days 
before on Ihe Verdliirls river, nix miles distant. Thai led 
on ojT oa a falne sconl. 

"When we came bark ten days later the Benders bad dis- 
lipjKMired. 

Tbi' d I wen very of I heir llfcht was made by n neighbor 
named Tierce, lie lold others and a search of the premises 
was begun. 

"Rest we went through the house. We found a trap door 
In the Moor, and below It in Lbn cellar, the gravel llotmm: was 
Hlidncd wllh blood. 

"In the jjiirden we found several places where the earth 
hud sunk. 

"The moat recent Appearing of then we dup Into and 
found there the body of Doclor York. 

"We sounded nil the other depressions with an Iron rod 
and found In that wny sixteen bodies, 

'IT I remember rightly, a total of 101 persons were reported 
missing in that neighborhood , 

"Of course we never knew whether ibo Benders had killed 
them nib for I he bodies were noL found. 
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"Hut 1 believe if wi had made closer search ilI Mil* tlrnu wu 
could h.ivi- found m imy more grnvist. 

•'All of the murders occurred in tin? Kail of 187:1 and the 
Winter and Spring of 1S?U. 

"The 1 lender* kept a ■loro and hotel for travelers, thau^H 1 
do n* l believe | hey ever had more than ten dollars worth of 
Roods In the sloru a I any on it time, 

"And L don't believe any traveler who tttopped there over 
lived lo continue Ids journey* If he wasn't murdered in 
hit sleep he was killed ut the dining table/* 

Mr Keener does not credit the story thnt the Bendera 
Hen* killed Hy a lynching (tarty not far from I heir home. 

1 If they had been/ 1 he said "1 would have known nboul It. 
There «v a large re wan J for each member of the family, 
dead or alive, and if they had turn killed 6omeonL» would have 
claimed thu reward. 

"Then 11 is more probability in the story of a Cherokee In- 
dian, uho while n>1dng along the tributary of the Verdi Kris, 
about twenty-five miles w>uth of the Kansas line, witnessed 
what many people Wlievc to have been the finish of the 
Benders. 

The Indian .-aid he saw an old man and an old woman, 
with a you ng*T couple, ramped arnund a covered wngnn. 

"A hand of twenty men came ujwn them suddenly and 
kill*xj everyone*, burned the wagon and out lit an<| then left." 

Another paper pu hi Li lied in Kniisns, near the 
Bonder funn, contained among other things the 
following: 

The question a* to what became of I ho [lend era has been 
revived. Most people for years have believed that I ho 
Binders escaped from Kan^an and are still living somewhere. 

Kansas has hud many revolting crime* within her borders, 
but none ever equalled the Bender crimes, except possibly 
the S3 rid OR of Lawrence. 

The lien dent lived on the main road nlmui hnlf-wny 
between Thayer and Cherry vale, Thnt was In thu early 
'seventies. There were four In the family. Old man Ben- 
der and his wife and n son and U\» wife. The wm'H wife 
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chiimcd to he a Medium and hnd ([rent influence over other 
memlMTii uf iln- finally. They ran a Bort n\ a country 
Invent. Tlu-y *o1d refreshments and fed travelers who 
knppencd along about meat time, 

Their houio constated of two rooms and the partition 
eon n is ted of a calico curtain. 

In the early spring of '7:1 people began to suddenly dbv 
iip|K-ar around that section of tho country. They would 
start out on the Thayer-Cherry vide road and thai would be 
I he Inst Mflfl of them. They would drop completely out 
of algid. 

In March of that year William York, a brother of Senator 
York, who played an Important role in the Pomeroy Sena- 
torial m undid, sinned from Fort Scott to Independence, 
lie aho dropped out of tdghl. Shortly aft erwu rds tho Hen- 
dor fnmlly dlMippcnred. The first time they were missed 
was when a neighbor found a calf tied lo a iree In the yard 
dead. The calf hnd died of Hi nrvntion, 

The iK-opIe then became curious and an investigation 
followed. They found a trap-door In the house and It 
oixmed to a pit about nix feet In diameter. The ground 
Jloor of it was coaked with blood. It smellcd of decayed 
humnn Mesh. 

Out In the garden some sunken holes were discovered. A 
neighbor thought he would dig down and nee what would 
luru up. lie discovered a human corpse. When It was re- 
moved it was (Uncovered to bo that of William York. The 
Invest i gallon then continued nnd 'seven more bod lest were 
afterwards dUrovered. They were nil identified with the 
exception of one. 

Those Identified were; George W. Longcohr and daughter; 
three month* old. l^ongeohr had loit his wife and was tak- 
ing the little girl hack to Iowa to live; George Brown, of 
Cherry vale; Wllllnm McCrothy, of Howard County, who 
left home with two ihommnd dollnra In bin possession; II. T. 
MeKen7.ii', of Indian ii, who hnd come West with n little 
money lo locate; M. It. Boyle, of Montgomery County, and 
an unknown num. 

1 1 w an nficrwnrdn brought out that all of these people 
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were killiil In the lU ntUr home at different limes, with the 
exception uf l^ongcour unij lib t|itu|*|iM*r # 

Tin* victim would slop (or a meat He would liu sealed 
at tin* table with hla bark near the cnllro curtain. Then 
one of the Bendere would up and hit hlrn cm the htm] 
with a hammer, rnuihiric hU sdtull. ItU bndy would drop 
ihruUKh l hi* trap into ilic hole unci to make nuroof his death 
one of tin* Benders wuutd then cut Id* throat from ear to ear. 

Every victim wan treated in thh faahlnn. Their heads 
wi*re all crushed and their throat a rui. In ilm* lime thu 
U>dy would Ik* taken to the garden ami burled. 

On April 7. ISTLS, the four Ben dent drove awny^ They 
left their team about o mile from Thayer tun I look the train 
for Humboldt. At least that U Inflatory, They have never 
been necn sun re. 

A jio uiis sifLrr them about ilili time. After flkirnilshlritt 
all around, the member* of the powe returned home, tuiy in it 
tliey had given up the hunt. They drop] Jed the nuhjoct 
imirkly. 

The whereabouts of the Benders never weemed to bother 
them aft it that* Hut oilier people were curious and are 
curious to this day, 

Thi' |>o*se never peached. 

That they c,nl rid of the Bender* haw alwayn been auripuc- 
trd by many. 



CHAPTER XXXIIK 

Story of The Hauler a* 

It was our rare eood fortune to have an our finest over 
night* with the/fujinrr folk.i t fen-ally, Mr. Leroy F. Dick, of 
['arsoru, who wtut a near neighbor of the Benders at the time 
of thrlr murders here; who was Township Trustee of that 
To* rum In- at that time; who cihumed those corpses in the 
lirnrfer era vey unit who had charge of those cor]wea after 
they »eri* exhumed; had charge of the Mender premises after 
|be Benders left, and participated In all the lending scenes 
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and Inclilentrt connected wiili the discovery of the crimes, 
tie It was who flint polnteil out the correct flue to the 
tubulin; Doctor York, had cluirgo of the posses In the search, 
and who was afterward Deputy Sheriff In tho efforts thai 
weremude to track, follow and apprehend the BendcnU 

[L was last Thursday nltfht at nine o'clock, after we had 
Unified printing and addn^ini; the linnnrr while ulltlne. 
around the lire in rornpany with Brother Dick that a casunl 
remark made by one of the family relative to the Bender 
murder, which hupK-mil after we came lo Jewel county, 
Kaunas, npruiitf the nubjecl and turned hiit attention to It, 
From nine o'clock to ono o'clock In the morning we iftt 
entranced with that thrilling story— thrill I w In Us horrld- 
nerw -thrlllim; In the manner In which it was told— tHrlHIni* 
In lis mlnutae ami Incident*! and all the details of which 
]lro. Dlek hi no fully cognizant, and to which lie wan an ©ye 
witness, und in which he was compelled to be a participant 
tit that lime. 

From him we learned that tlin Mciv York M$tx story 
that nl<| run ii anil old woman Bender and Kale and John 
were overt nhen by Colonel Vork and his parly and all idiot 
to death, down on Cow Creek (or nomo other creek) wan the 
veriest fiction. 

Tbuy hail la-en tfoiio Hdvenleen days before Lhey were 
missed Trom the premium A calf that they bad left tied 
up at the ut aide bud perished for water or starved to death, 
and their team that they hud driven Into the limber anil left 
tied to the waRou had eaten tho wagon lied nearly up ami 
were almost per tolled when found. 

They therefore did not drive off, according to the 
Lri/ffrr'n beautiful legend, but bought tickets to Humboldt 
on the mil road, went Soolhward, divided into two par- 
lies, rounded up and came touelher at Denlson, Texas, and 
from thence to New Mexico, or the, then, unpopulated 
country in Western Texas. 

They were followed. Kvery turn they made was dis- 
covered, but always too lale to apprehend them; and when 
they reached the western wilds all trace of them disap|>carcd 
and for several yearn, was lost* 
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Finally a dew, Riven by n ludy, letl La tliti suspicion that 
they hud returned lo Mic)iii*n n. Uro. Dick was appointed 
Deputy Sheriff to truck this duo. lie traveled over eleven 
thousand miles, found the old I inly, found Kuio it ml round 
two other daughters of Mrs, Bonder, lint John and thu old 
man ho could not net track of. 

Old Mrs. Bender hud liwn married thirteen times, the 
otluT two daughters wore each living with their oinhlh or 
ninth husband and Koto hud n baby in her arms uiul luid been 
muddy married, but was nt ihat time without a husband. 

He brought Kute and the baby and old Mm. Bonder buck 
lo Oswego "iid lodged i Horn in j i l 1 1 p thereby performing his 
pan Ln the drama as fully and successfully iw possible. 

This was in ISS'J, seventeen yearn after tlie murdem were 
com ndt led. Kate Tram a trim, well proportioned i;lrl hud 
Kruwn corpulent. The old woman had heroin u luiKflurd, 
wrinkled and skinny. 

Identification here was nut complete. The necessary 
evidence and witnesses from Michigan, and other places, 
would have cost the State u hi rise num. 

A lawyer appeared on the scene from their old haunts to 
defend them, presumably the father of Kale's child. 

The difficulty of fastening the crlnu** upon thesu two 
women In the absence of John and old man Bender— thu 
improbability that n jury would do no, and various other 
considerations, led the County Attorney lo doubt the pro- 
priety of pro^'cutlnn the case, and adding lho expense lo an 
over-burdened nnd, at that lime, debt-ridden CounLy. 

This derision to dismiss the cusu bus led runny to doubt 
the real Identity of the parties apprehended; but the fuels 
as pjiven by Mr. Dirk must forever dispel any doubt of thai 
kind In the mind of nny one who should hour lho ovldoncu; 
and this decision of the County Attorney, nnd dismissal of 
these wretches from Justice, En by fnr the most unsavory and 
unsatisfactory part of thin great Bender episode. 

Bro. Dick has In his possession the hammer and other 
implements of death which the Benders used lo dispntdi 
their victims. He has kept truck or the history of his prle- 
oners since they were released from custody here. Ho has 
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nlso been enabled to roL some Information with regard to 
the oilier members or the Bender family. 

Kale Bonder is now dond, Old man Bender is also dead 
-wenL mad and committed suicide by drowning himself 
In Lake Michigan. 

He was kept for a time In n private asylum. Hie old 
lady went to no* him, and al siRhl of her he became raving 
and frantic. Ills reul name wus not Bender, but nickinRer. 

John Is mill, nL hist accounts, Hvlnffi somewhere in the 
plnnrloa of Northern Michigan. The old woman Is still 

iilive. , 

None or them over wont by the name Bender idler they 
loft Lubctlo County, but Mr. Dick is well lu'quulnled with 
iholr assumed and often changed names, or was until re- 
cently. 

All Lids may not rend so prettily as the published romance 
of the fiile of the Benders, but It Is n ureal deal more correct. 

Crime hornet I mes becomes ho great and nppulllnR in Its 
nuiRiiiludo as to duly justice. This seems to be lho case 
with lho Mender murders here. 

Eight bodies were exhumed from the Bender orchard; 
one u'llllle child lhaL was laid in the hole alive, with lis 
murdered father, and so burled up, nlivo, Thu bodies 
worn burled seven feet deep. Their heads were mashed 
With n hummer nnd their throats ,cul lo bleed them well. 

There wuu a pro pared recopinclo under the house to cnlch 
the blood. Every VCftlga of lho subsoil was removed from 
where (ha bodies were burled, nnd hauled to the barnyard 
nnd carefully covered over by manure. The r round was 
kepi nicely burrowed over, and was pel In apple trees. 

Other bodies nnd skeletons wore afterwards found nlonR 
the bottoms and in lho timber that wore no doubt also Ben- 
der victims. In fact one was discovered at some distance 
from their homo, In a creek, or pond, that first Have n clue 
to foal play going on In that vicinity. From this It Is known 
that they did not put all of their victims Into their private 
r rave-yard nl homo. 

1 They secured several thousand dollars from their victims. 
An old German lady Just from thoold country whom they did 
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nut murder w.is robbed of fifteen hundred dolhira in e,old ( 
lufi thousand dollars fu Jewctry, and had two checks an the 
bank Tor larp* num.* taken from Hit while Mopping it feu- 
da} < at their hnuw while hrr Noo-In-law ivtw lo^UInu for 11 
home. Tin* money Mini jewelry wow natter 1 recovered but 
payment was xtopped on the cheeks iLiitl that rncmoy rdiu 
aflrrunrd received. 

Fmm two ut Kits of their victim* they received over 
three thousand dollars. One youriu man who ilk*! and was 
buried with the rest only had forty o-nu», although they 
t^jM eiH in y:i i ii lar^e *um from him, From their first 
victim they obtained over fifteen hum) nil dollars, und h 
ftas n<> ilnuht thin ijiwmI luck, und the feverhh thirst (or i n 
that folio tied, that scared their consciences and steeled their 
hearts to tin' enormity of their crimes. 

The bcHlin were stripped naked before helm; hurled and 
the men were mutilated by having the private ptirln cut ufL 



CHAPTER XXXIV, 
OM Man flrwifrr. 

The theory of L. F. Dirk of Parsnnn, who went lu Michi- 
gan and brought hark two women ns old Mrs* (lender and 
Kale, that old man Bender is dend, having committed sui- 
ride In Michigan, in not accepted by everybody, ami ihere 
are many who believe the oh I man fa yd alive, despite. 
Dick's belief that hr Hulridrd unci the ln.'HrJ of others thai 
hi' and the remainder of ihe Infn rnnim family were disposed 
of your* ago by the vigilante*. 

A Columbus, Ohio, paper of Inst Saturday printed a 
iwnsatlnnat ptory that old mnn Mender In III alive and was 
recently paroled from the Ohio penitentiary. 

('holograph* are given of the mnn recently paroled from 
the pen! Limitary, arid old mnn Mender as he looked when he 
disappeared, An the Mnry ^o<^ lhl.i fluttpect waw retrlvwi 
at the ponltrntiary from rindnnotl under ihe name of C. 
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MHk»r t July 12, InKII, on n ituvim ytxiw" w.-nlrm<- for ^rand 
larceny* 

Jk- iLrHu cl into CijiL-inniHl from vrbvrv, no tmv Itnuwn, 
jdiurtly jirlur Ln lihi nrrml, and absolutely refused Ut divulge? 
any portion of IiIh [JlUti libnury or rIvo lib plaro of r^ldena 1 . 

Wliile in the prltton at Colli mbUJ, Miller dnlmcd tabu 
wnrLli a contiltluraldo hujji or money huL wnultl never l*-l I 
how he uame In iio^iesaioa of It. 

A tih ou^; it ropculitl tlk^rtt* were mnde liy the ofUciaU at 
tho Statu Prtofl to learn HomHhtni* of Miller *ii ptwl life, not 
oiii? Ky liable of hi* hUlory wn s rwr ^Iven !)>■ him. 

P rev loan In the dale of ills ndeime he met the niiuirfmentu 
uf tin? parole law by BeeurJnK employment from a farmer in 
Morgan Counly, Ohio. 

Miller howover, only remained with hU employer two 
days, leavinp oni* nlfihl for |mrui unUnow-n idler iIil- farmer 
and U1h family had retired, ami no clue to Ufa whernabauu 
)mn ni nee been leiiraod. 

Thin action of the firlnoiief ennMlllute.4 a violation or bin 
fiarolo and fifty tlollam reward hua been offered by the jienl- 
teiitlary nulhorilUn for hifnn nation thai will lend lo hin 
cajilure. 

Miller In now w? vent y- 1 wo yaaii old, ami hi* mysterious 
tlUnpponmnce from MorKiin County certainly bear* pome 
BlKiilucnnce, for It In hardly reasonable thai a man of his ace 
would rare lo expose himself to a return to the iii-nlieniiury 
by violutini; the condition of his release unless there was a 
fear that ho would be la ken up on some tirnver charge. 

An J to fort;e another Unit In I he chain of clrcumstunees 
which seem lo reasonably esiahllali ibe claim iHat olJ man 
Bandar and Miller are one aiuJ the same men, am) also at> 
eoiutl for Miller 'h ntran«e diMappeii ranee since his release from 
the penitentiary* It Itf said lluiL since this luvefitbonlon ha:; 
been instituted li luvs been learneil lliEit some uf Llie olhcialn 
at thut Institution accusal Miller of being old man Betidef. 

Phippsi the member of the board or manuuem from Cin- 
cinnati, vtan beard to remark that there was a ureal many 
people hi his rlty who hnd seen Miller, and who were nl^i 
familiar with tho newspa jht cuts of ohl man Hender, I hat 
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thought there was a reniitrkiklile resemblance between tho 
two. 

il b obo Bald thai ihere are mtiiiy persons who have come, 
in contact with Miller who uKree with the foregoing opin- 
ions yH their confidence in the resemblance was not null)- 
clenlly strong to arou*c suspicion* thinking, as many others 
yet think, that all the Bcnilcr family wore killed by the jwsse 
of armed nu n who pursued them Horni' sixtreu years 

CHAPTER XXXV, 
jV«l Garden's CorreHimmlenm* 

Mrs. John Garden of Saginaw, Michigan, was 
a daughter of Mrs. (iriflith. The following fi- 
lers were received and written by her* 

DETROIT HOUSE OV COU RUCTION 
OfT leu of tklO Su perl n ten dell I 

Detroit, Dec 27. 1880, 

Mrs, John Garden, 

200 Herman Ion ft* Saginaw, Midi, 

Madam: 

In reply to yours of 24th Inst,, would any upon referring 
to uor record*, ue liud that no person by the name of Almlrn 
Marks or Harriett wad committed hero between January 
li!. 1870 and January lot, 1 874. 

We do find, however, a record of ono Almirn Shearer 
having been sentenced to one year** Imprisonment hero on 
May lath, 1872, from Ionia Co., Michigan, for the crime or 
rn-inslautfiler. She was discharged from here March 2 1th, 

1873. 

When received here, she staled she was sixty-two ye lira of 
age, was k«orn in New York, and her occupation as book- 
keeper. 

This U all t he information we can find In thin cusp. 
Yours truly, 

JOS, NICHOLSON, Supt. 
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Saginaw, Jan. 2G, I HO*). 

Mr, J, T. JnmcH, 

Dear Sir: -Your letter I* Jusl received bo haul en to 
answer. This id I ho Ural straight uecount J Irave bad on the 
whnlo cose. Mother Is wrong ns to dates In the time she was 
Kent lo prison fur you run m»u by the teller I Hem-I you thai k 
wan In "72 she* was in Put roll. 

J shall no Monrlay to Jackson lo net her marriage cer- 
1 1 Acute If It is l he re. I am almost a at ranger lo my mother 
antl her dolnns fori left luimti In "(12 at the use of ten yeans 
and have not ln-en home, only three or four limes since, and 
then not to slay only n few hours m you nee I know leas 
abouL l hem ihnn you do, 1 iblnk if you write lo Detroit 
workhouse they will make oat a regular certificate of her 
imprisonment find discharge. If you think 1 outfit lo ko 
there I will and it myself. 1 do not know what name 
mo I her was mnrrled u ruler lo Mr. Shenrer. 1 wrote her lo 
nen i ] me her name anil ulie does nut answer my letter. After 
my father tiled in 'flfi ] was not homo for over ten years so 1 
ilouol know any of my step-fathers' names or which was first 
or last only (irJJlllh. I know him. I have been to Carlton 
unil find out 11 was In '71 she lived Lherusothat will do bur 
no good but 1 can swear hIiu was In Detroit, hi r 72 for I went 
there lo see her myself ami I think that will bo all thai Is 
needed, Please write me If you think that will be all right- 
Mr. J nines, l wilt be truthful with you, I hiive not got the 
monry or 1 woiihl in it he bite us I have been but will i Jo all I 

con* 

Yours respectfully, 

MIIS. MARY GARDEN, 
2U0 llermanson R., Saginaw Mich. 

Saginaw, Jan, 31, lfi'JO 

Mr. James, 

Dear Sir: — I soul you tonluy a copy of the marriage of 
my mother tu Monroe. AUo will send you a letter I just 
received from Jackson. I will semi the money to-day lo net 
n copy and 1 will send lo you Just as soon as possible. ] 
think nil will be well wllh her for 1 know she Is Innocent. 
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Pleura excuse this short letter fur I am so tired 1 can hardly 
*Und up. 1 hove traveled all day ors fool to Arid Mr* Robin- 
ton and found Him tick l» bed with LnCirlppc. Give mother 
my best wishes and love- Write II there Ih more to do. 

You™ truly, 

MRS. MARY GARDEN, 

200 llermiuiHon It. 

SukImuw, FoIj. 10, ISJ10. 

Mr. J tunes, 

Dear Sir:— Your loiter is just now received so I hasten to 
answer. Do you think there Ih tiny justice In holding my 
mother thorn when you know she Is not 01 < I Mrs- Dent! or? 
]s i hero any way by which wo can make the Stole pay her 
Tor all this? There ooejit to be. It Is not possible, for mo 
to got the fifty dollars nor is It. possible for mo to be tlii-ru 
at court] although 1 should like lu he* Hut you can ft peak 
some words of cheer to my mother for me, Did you e.et the 
paper from Detroit? And do I hey st 1)1 hold Mrs, Davis? 
Or have they let her e,o? God only knows what punish- 
mcnt to put on her for the terrible Ilea she has told. Some- 
times I think she Is In some wny connected with those 
Benders. Do you know what has heen done wllh her little 
children that were left In Michigan? Mother wrote mo they 
was sent to Cold Water school. 1 wrote to M oilier this morn- 
lug before 1 «oi your letter nnd tfjivo her jjood cheer mid 1 
know It waft no use. Kit was possible to send you the mon- 
py I would hut I cannot. My hushand will not let me havu 
it not even one-tenth part of it Tor ho says they brung It 
on themselves, Out If there is anything 1 can do 
please mo let know and I will da It If In my power. 1 
remain yours to command, 

MRS. MARY GARDEN, 
200 llormarwon U. Saginaw, Mich. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI, 

The Bv.mkrs liuuml Qvv.r. 

A UlfTorence of Opinion Still its lo Their Identity.— 
Seven Witnesses D eel lire Thai i lie Two Mlehlfcmi 
Women Are tlio 1 lenders, While Seven Others 
Initially us Rollolilo Declare They are Nol.— 
J tie I Nunc Court Gl«M Justice the Benefit of 
the Doubt nnd Holds the Prisoners Without 
Ball. 

Oswcflo, Kumais, Nov. 10- — (SpoclnL) — ATtor the ex- 
amination of sixteen witnesses, seven of whom declare the 
prisoners are the Benders and huvoji of wJiom say they arc 
not, and two luwlnjt no opinion, the three junllcea decide 
Lltat there in probable cause for holding them for trlnl in the 
District Court without bail. 

The court room has heen packed with citizens of Labette 
CounLy for two days, and never was such Interest manifes- 
ted in a trial in Labette County. The decision was tflven 
at Ion o'clock lo-nlftht. 

One witness for the Stale anil six for the defense were on 
the slum] to-day, besides the prisoners who were placed on 
the stand In their own defense. 

Mm. McCnnn thinks now that she will renp her reward, 
while County Attorney Morrison believes he will convict 
them, 

Judjte Webb and Mr. James, the attorneys for the de- 
fense, laugh at the idea of their over helm? convicted, while 
the ureal crowd of people are nhout eimalSy divided In opin- 
ion. Tlio prisoners accept the situation and seem not to be 
afTecled. 

Lcroy Dick was the hist and most Important witness Tor 
the Slate and testified as follows: '1 have lived In this 
County for twenty-one yearn; lived from ISfltt lo IH78 two 
mitcH south and two miles east of the Header farm. J knew 
ttie Headers, nil of them; Raw the young people uL Sunday- 
school and slrntlriKl saw the men in the tlmher; tried lo swap 
horses wllh I hem. I was with York when his hrother's 
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body uas found. I have tin 1 hummer* uml tin" cloek in my 

pO>>e>siom OlU* Of till 1 luUIITTUTtt I* 11 idx-pOUltd ttiUilT'l* 

hammer, another mi Alaskan hummer and l hi* third ii uiiieiII 
liammit. L v> uh tin.* Township Trustee at tin* lime. Tin* 
election was .11 my house*. Tin* Bender men none there hi 
vote; was at Nllcs, Mich*; heard preliminary examination. 
Tin* yimriKiT woman ti^Uflcd that her mcithur wail ill© 
veritable Mrs- Bender and was nut her innlhcr, but her 
step-mother, 

"She admitted In int.* several times tlmi Iter mother was 
Mr, Bender. K sj 1*.' UmuVr limit a small wart or 1110k 1 under 
her left eye. I believe llu-e women are the Bender womi'n, 
J conversed with Mrs. Bender in 1 87 J In English. 1 «]>oke 
lo the dder prisoner in Ucrriun Springs. Mick, In German. 
She replied In German." 

Cross-ex mi nation elicited tin* following testimony; "1 
uent to Michigan to brini; buck lla* | iri^uiit r If I identified 
them. I nrsl saw- them in the [U'rriuii Spring jnlL The old 
lady u.iked mi 1 to talk tn Iter privately In nu Inner mum of Lin* 
juiL She nsknl me lo Intercede whh tho authorities to 
haw ht-r mid lief daughter separated, iih her daughter hail 
threatened her life. She said that nhe believed her iliu*e.hter 
was Kate Bender. She aajd thai she believed M r». MrCann 
was her long-lost daughter Hosa, and dhln'l know what she 
u as doing." 

(Juration by Mr. James— "What was your exact Ian entire 
to her In German?*' 

He replied: "1 asked her, 1 Kunn trh wirfil rrrimtfrn in 
DrnttthV She replied 'Da* htnnn tin nicht." 

Q, "Can you Interpret?* 

A. "Ves; iL is 'Can I noil you In Dutch?' Thai you can't/ 
she replied." 

Mr. Dirk w-ui on tin* rUunrl nil forenoon, and as lie detailed 
the con versa thai with tin* umuen In Mlchfipin, 11 ml the 
charge* they had made ntpifnnl each other, the prisoner* 
became very much excited ami muttered coniiautly; "Ok 
what lie*; did you ever hear such «iulT7'* 

Mr, Dick replied to repealed ipjesllonliu: that lie wus still 
wiUfit-d that these are l he Header women. 
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Ills evidence nhimed that liy ilieir own testimony these 
women lire hard case*, If they arc not the Benders. 

WiinresCit /of the fh-fettve. 

{ Ah the testimony of each nf these witnesses hnw been 
ill von fully In ihu Clmpter which reheatsc* tin.' calling of 
witnesses and evidence: given as railed, in thin report of llnil 
ease aa ulvrn In thu paper, ull evidence Is, umllted except 
parliculur point* made In thu 1 rlnL Thu Stale rested and 
the defense culled as I heir Ami w limits, The m as jeans.) 

Question by JuiIra Wobk 'On your best Judgment are 
either of these women ok] Mm. Header or Kate?" 

A. "J don't think that either one of ihem is Mm. "lender 
or Kate, 1 * 

On cross-exii mi nation the witness was considerably con- 
fur ■< tL lie nald M That Mm. Bender wili a very nmall woman 
wehdilni; about one luirulred anil ten paunds." He wan can- 
fused and frilled to describe the priMoncm with his eyes sliuL. 

Klltin Talea (d I'orit, Ghnulntu(|ua County, Knnsas, waa 
called, 

In clotilnK lie nuld; "My juiJjmienl is that lln^s are nol 
I he Bender women." 

Mm* Vesta Green won called us a witness by the defense. 

Question by Judjje Webb; "Are either of these women 
llie Benders?" 

A. -, I believe they are not. They don't look like them at 
all. Mnu Bender had a |>cculh»r look out of her eyes. Her 
eyes were very close together. * 

On cross-examination wltltcs* mild: "J have neen these 
people before lo-ilay, and 1 Haw us quick ns I looked at them 
that they were nnl the Hundem. I can't m tluit llliza 
Dnvis Ihlh thu Ilrnt lualt like her," 

The old huly, whom novurul p(*opb have S4ild was Mm. 
Bender, went on the stand In her own behalf and nil eyes 
were 8 1 mined to |*et a look at her. She bad the story of her 
life down pal, tiuil ipive U (*Ub1y. 

"My father's name was Hill. I had three brothers and 
four sister*. 1 married ill ret* other men In-dde Grifllth. 
One by name of Mark and one by name of Van A Inline and 
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one by ihe name of Monroe. I um (dxty-eiuht year* old, 
1 una married m seventeen to Van Aim Inc. At twenty-one 
I married Mark, n Frcncbmarfc Murk tiled In ltMfl, ] 
w*i in Michtaun from 1HUU to I wuu in Detroit In 

the Iluuse of Correction for commit! Inn an abortion. I 

Kol OUt In ISCl*.' 1 

She then enumerated abc or elidrt pluccu where she wont, 
"'In 18.09," *he Willi "1 lived m St. Charles n year ami n 
Imtf, or until 1ST J. Then i went to CktirliMon, am] married 
Mr. Monroe, In l&TJ/* 

The witness Uian enumerated about ten plnee* where 
she lived from 1S7L* to 1870- SWanId idle Went to Nile* 
in IflTG, und hud been there nlnee, She mdd hhu hud her 
daughter am^u-d for larceny. 

A labored and odioiw cross-examination followed, in 
which the? old lady [LUi-Hilnned the County Attorney several 
limes, rn using laughter, 

Sarah ICIisu Da via was then a worn and gave the si rui« bl- 
est story the writer has ever heard, In all Instances Riving 
exact date* and numen of plana where Hho had lived from 
18G0 to IS8i>. She hud married four men, Gilbert Jttphot, 
ohas Hiram Johnson* at Lansing Inmm Mmllson lit Iloll- 
vtcw; John Kit tiny at Mcrherson, and Mr* Davin at Motion, 
and had lived in sovcml place* In Illinois Michigan unci 
Kansas She told of her four children and broke down 
crying while Riving their name*, Shennid; "In the nnmu of 
Cod, I um not a Bender." 

On cro^cxaminUdon ahesald: 'i did not know where my 
mother II veil from 18GP to 187L In my examination at 
Nile* I did not nay that my mother w«a Mm. Bender, lint I 
said that she was none too good lo be Mm, llemliT," 

The ero^exami nation Tailed to abnke her, and In it itha 
trave the nami* of parties hi Wild Fowl Hny and nlhnr phice.4 
in Michigan, where slu- had lived from IHtfU. 

Her story wns one that who wed n life of hardship* and 
trouble, of nwryln K and heuring children, and of Uiq many 
removal* she had made In order that ihe wolf rrllglii be 
kejiL from the d«<ir. 
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TIiIh hi the KatiHdH City Journal reporL of the 
Cane Matte on tho nlflliL that the case wtm closed 
and Lhti deridon of UicJuHtices made to hold the 
dc fen dan is without hail, and Lite mime nij^hL the 
following wan neat front OawcgO and appeared in 
the Journal with the foregoing report of the case: 

Deter {pi fan nf th?. Bctvkru. 

Oswego, Kim, Nov. III. (Special )— The Jaunuit corrcs- 
pondeut was shown by J. A. Wells, of (Crle, Kim,, a very 
Interesting relic which he ha* kept for Hlxlecn years, in the 
ibapo of one of the original proclamations of Ex-Governor 
OflboratJj of Kansan, dated Muy 17, 187H, or twelve days 
after the bodies were found, which after reciting that 
"Whereas, nevoral nlroeirnia murders have been recently 
eommlLted In Lnbello county, Kill, under circumstances 
which fastens beyond doubt tho commission or these, crimen 
u pun a family known im tile Uender family, " offers a reward 
Of Jive hundred dollars for lliu capture aiid dellvury of either 
of the jiurlk'fl lo tlio Sheriff of Labette County. 

The elder interest nttiicbed lo tbh bandblll is the fact 
thut In It are jriven deacrlptlonB of the Benderfl obtained 
from the boat Hourccfl at tln< tlnto, They arc um folio ww: 

John floiider r aboal fllxty yearn of ajie, five feet el phi 
luchtu In height, German, sprului buL Little Em;lbdi, dark 
eoiuplexion, no whlsliers and spurely built. 

Mm. Jlentler, about fifty yearn of uge, father heavy net, 
I ilue cyen, brown hair: German, npeaka broken ICn^Llnh. 

Jolin lk-nrler, Jr., allat John Gebhurdl, five feet, ei^bl or 
nine Inches In height, nib; Inly built, grey oyca with brownish 
tint, brown hair, lb; hi moUHtuche, no whlnhers, about twenty- 
no veil yearn of ii|[e; njieahu ECindink with German accent. 

Kale llender, ahoni twenty-four yenm or n^t% dark hair 
and even, gpotl looking, well formed, rather bold In appear- 
ance, lluent lalker, s]>eaks i;ood I-wiieIIhIi with very lltllo 
German accent. 

One of the tUrnnuu thiiifis Nhown by the testimony In lUo 
trial Ih the Idea people huvnor what is auburn hair. 

They all awcar that Kuto Bender hud between a light and 
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a dark auburn li;tlr. and then say that what tin y incnn by 
auburn hair ii that of color of ihi- younger prisoner, who 
has a dark brown hair. 

Thr dixriptioie* cjveii uUove uf the tvwi wium-n are 
>trikirt|;]y ctmHar to the prisoners, with no iweepthm, unless 
U in tin- lark of (i en nan accent in tin* olii woman 



Cf lAI'TKK XXXVI I. 
Thinks he Huh Bvtulvrtt Located, 

THINKS I Mi: DENDKUS LOCATED 

Near Kcho* Mu n tuna. Dhcuvvrcr Lived In Kansas 
Once Upon u Tlniv, —Will Itot lib Hunch Ttmi 
It h Kui v. Clves Minute Direction* How Mo 
Can be Ton ml.- 1* Living In n Loft Cabin with 
Tar Paper Koof. 

Every onre in awhile wmc nnu writes to flic Labette 
County authorities tbal they have discovered the where- 
abouts of John and Kale I tend it, members of Label le 
County** famous family of murderer*. 

Karh informant in |>u*[iive that In? has the right pnrllt^. 
Already the County bun uprni hundreds of dollars In LrylnK 
rasper Li and In follow I ne, uji ulh ^i 1 1 rhn-H. Nn binder than 
lost year the people were excited over their reported rjfo- 
covery in Colorado anil Home money wan speiti by the. County 
(a make an unsuccessful In vest I nation. 

The folumine; fa the latent communication, It will not 
bo acted upon. 

To the ShcrllT of Labette Co., Kansas, 

Dear Sir;— There I* a parly here Unit wo hnvo slroi.R 
suspicions of befnc the J lender*. Ami 1 am a Karen is man 
myM-H having lived In Kansas at the time the Headers done 
ih( ir »ork there It muw me to believe ihi**e nru the Benders. 
This woman is forty-six to 0 fly-nix years obi, weigh about 
om* hundred and richly pounds, fa about five feet len in- 
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dies HI nil. She rlnhns her folks live in Missouri. She has 
lived In Mh'hlciin anrl moved from there to Iowa unil from 
Iowa to here. An J hear It she wan run nuL of Iowa an a 
fire-bug. She him hEje children (nil blond* J nor] a husband, 
jjo hi about six fei>t two inches high and not very 
lleshy. If this in Knle I lender her eyes tire Steele blue with 
11 1; lit brown hnir. 

|l hint lulu over a year sin re I read hi I In* /i cijisfin City 
Star ahoiit tho Hnndern. Thi-ro him been Hamutbini* hero 
VOry mysterious, unrl 1 haveheeji ii year deciding what lodo* 
She has threatened people, here* They am talhlng of coln^ 
to Caiuidn. If you think of "ending n man send one that 
knows them for sure. If not si'ud tnn a description of Kate 
ami John Jienrler and u photograph If you have 
them. Write lo box (ft) six, Echo, Mtmtarm, and If you 
pend u man, loll hhu to come to Echo and ko about one-Half 
mile south on the main road and very near one mile east und 
he will |)nd the writer of lids on the right of the roail In u 
Utile log \im*r with tar paper roof, or Inquire or the posl- 
mnsier al Echo about box six* 

] have a ranch here and If I hew? are not the parties I 
inisped, would like to have it ItepL quiet after. Write and 
let me htive a good description of tin? Benders if you 
don't semi a mini here right awny. If you a end n man here 
let blm pretend to bt» wanting to buy a farm. We surmise 
ibis woman colors hi«r hair. We think It is while nml curly, 
Vou huil bun er ho careful ns thcso people aro on the lookouL 
The poHl-miisler will (ell you my wife and 1 aro nil rlchl, but 
It would he butter to Inquire lih it inl^ht cau>4^ suspicion by 
iheso parttca IT iboy aw the Dvnilem. 1 will bet my ranch 
on It* 

July 18th, IU01I. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI [I. 

Frank A ycrs Dead. 

Mini Who Claimed tu he Rule Bender's 1 1 unburn!. 

Murdered. 

Kurt Colli tu*, Col. April 4 — Frank A yen*, who n limit two 
yran ago. gained considerable notoriety by ehnrglng his 
wife with bring » member of the notorious llender family, 
uf Kan*a*. una Tound shot Ihrou^li the bund and mortally 
wounded near his home in Owl Cmon, twenty mil fa north- 
east of here A ranch hand who reported the case lo tho 
authorities said that he was riding by nmt heard tho shot*. 

Upon Investigation he found Ayres lying on tho ground 
with a rillu and revolver beside him. Ho has been de- 
tained [tending investigation by the coroner. 



A yen hi! the nuthorith-i of Knnmei on n lontf wild goOHQ 
chase In 1001, when lie claimed tho standing reward offered 
for the arrest or the Bender*. He saltl fro had married Kola 
Eicndcr and sdie had tried to kill him after tdie hud confessed 
that she was really Kate Bender, 

The officers went, to Fori Collins to arrest the woman and 
iIh-m found iluii Aycrswas totally Irresponsible and that the 
woman was not Kate [tender. 



Further concerning I lib case the Kiiwjji Cay Journal of 
April fl, rays: 

The coroner left for Owl Canyon to-rdght and will hold an 
inquest. Il has not been learned whether the shooting was 
don** |jy Ayres or not. 

Frank Ayres, about two years ago, acquired same 
notoriety by appearing in Knnw City dressed In woman's 
clothes, Ue gave his name and address, and won released 
by the | ml li re. 

ffe Inter caused the nrresl of his wife, charging her with 
being n member of tin notorious Bender family, of Kansas. 
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A coupla of yearn ngo Ayres created a sensation In thin 
County, tho »rcno of the notorious Ucnder murders, and wua 
given much publicity at the time. 

He dollied himself with mystery and whs evasive In 
statements. However, he succeeded In nnlisiing the Com- 
missioners in his tale and as a result a trip was made to Fort 
Collins by K. L. Uurlon, representing the County, and V, 
Monyhnn, Frank Dienst nnd M. K. Spurks, the three lattiT 
were resident* formerly of Osage township, and acquainted 
xvltii tho Renders at the time thy crimes were committed. 

The trip was fruitless nn Investigation revealed that the 
parties susjtected were not the ones wanted, and that Ayres' 
statements were not to he relied upon. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Story of the Fate of the Bender Famitu Told by Man 
Who Helped Pursue Them. 

Speriid Dispatch to the Gitibr- Democrat. 

Chicago, ill , July 12— George Evans Downer, of Downer's 
Grove, who on his death bed hits lifted the veil of secrecy 
from the fate of the liidumiiei Render family of K:t nsa?s u* 
was told exclusively in Sunday's Globt- Democrat, is a grand- 
son of Pierce Downer, who founded the settlement of Down- 
er's Grove In 183 J, and for over thirty yearn has lived the 
life of a respected and honored business man of the Chicago 
suburb. 

Hundreds of stories of the fate of the Bender family have, 
been told, ami nt frequent Intervals men and women hove 
been accused of being members of the murderers. Several 
confessed that the charge was true, and two were tried on 
It, but In every case It wan proved conclusively that the per- 
sona were either unjustly accused, Insane, or notoriety-seek- 
ing cranks. 

Downer's wonderful story, however, ts not from hearsay. 
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not from rumor or "reasoning," but la tho recital of an 
wltness who watched ihu fiends tit work, who helped to or- 
ganlic the posse which pursued Ihe" flying murderers, nml 
who was present with ^tn in lirmd when father, mother, son 
and dutighter wore sent to death. 

And then an otiih was taken thai has made this fate of iho 
Benders a mystery all these yeura. 

(I "f.A; lrud /o Repeal Story, 

To lilrt wife Downer ha* told the story a hundred times 
line* their marria go twenty years ago, and It wa| under- 
Mood that she. who knew ihu story by heart, should gWo 
It to the world after hit* death. 

Hut for many tnontlis he Iim been lying on a sick bed 
Waiting Tor the end broodlnc over Jus wild Western life In 
tin* Sixties and early 'seventies, Tho weiyhl of bis secret 
has been nn ever greater burden lo htm, and at bit ho cs~ 
pressed the desire to have the matter settled before bis death, 

After this decision he became rapidly weaker, und when 
the time came to take down the story It was only pa-islblu 
for hid wife to tell It in his presence, In his ward* as she re- 
membered them, with oecnslonnl corrections and additions 
by the dying man. 

While living In [ rule |xm donee, Kansas, he became n incm- 
IsfT of the vlgilum-i- commit tee, tin in those lawless days bucIi 
organisation! were the only means of keeping order and pro- 
tect in h life. He bad considerable surccro In several criminal 
raws, ami when people began lo disappear on the road from 
Usage Mission em Independence be had n desire to solve tho 
mystery. This desire w&a increased when Dr. W, II. York 
dUappenred, and Ire with several other members of (be 
vigilance committee, set themselves about to Und Hut mur- 
ders, 

Ifow Clew terra Secured* 

His firnt rlew came from n woman canvasser who Imd ap- 
pealed to a lawyer to recover Borne e,oods in the possession 
of the Benders. 

She had reached the Bender house in the afternoon and 
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after selling some goods to Kale she was Invited to spend 
the evening with them, and after mipper the family Insisted 
thnt hIuj romiiin for the night. 

While Kalo was washing iho dishes her brother John came 
Into the room und started Lo sharpen an uj;ly looking knife. 
This wrw too much for the woman, who was already terrified 
by the evil looks exchanged by the family, and Insistence 
that she stay all nlgliti 

She fled to the woods und hid in a creek white the Benders 
hunted for Ivor, Later she mudu her way to Independence. 
The lawyer thought there was nothing to the story, as ihti 
goods were returned, but it proved the elew thnt led to the 
end of the family of butchers. 



CHAPTER XL. 
Kate Bvntkr Ri'jmrtvrf Demi. 

Tito Globe-Democrat published the following 
dispatches; 

Gall for n Inn Snys Wunum Known lis Mrs. I'eiers Con- 
fessed lo III in. 

Hlo Vista, Cal., May G— Kale Bender, of the notorious 
family of K minus murderers, is dead here, according to us 
stntemonL made to-day by John Collins. The woman was 
known as Mrs, Gavin and Inter nil M rs. Peters. Collins 
declares the women gave hlin n detailed account of many 
murders which she and her brother committed In the Bender 
home at Cbr-rryvnlo, Kansas, In the "seventies. 

Many Crimea Committed. 

Kansas City, Mo., May C— It is not known how many 
murders the notorious Bender family committed while 
living In Kansas. 

Tho family consisted of Wrm Bender, aged 00; his wife, 
aged Gfis Kate, ngetl 2h t and John, aged 2'A yearn. Kalo 
und John were children of Wm. Bender by a former wife. 
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The Benders kept a Utlb atorc, which U behoved, however, 
lo have been maintained only as a decoy for traveler*. 

Kale Bender professed to lw a magnetic healer. Her 
role was to make love la the unfortunate way fare ra who 
sought theUrr at the Bender house and lure litem to a cor- 
ner of a room where her brother concealed behind a curtain, 
would crush their skulls with heavy clubs. Robbery was the 
motive of the crimes, Afler the family lied, the bodies 

nine victim,! were found on ihe Bender place. 

The foregoing \v:is published May B t 1910. 



The San Francisco Examiner, dated May G, 
1910, published the following dispatch: 

NINE BODIES FOUND IN IIKNDKK ClltXAK 

How many Persons ihe Family Slew Never Known; 
Cunft'd Face a Mystery. 

Kansas City (Mo..) May G 4 — ft is not known how many 
murders the notorious Bonder family committed whllo 
living the early '70s in Label le County Kansxuj. Tim family 
eoreiislcd of William Render, sixty yearn old- hh wile, aged 
fifty-five years; Kale twenty -five years o!d p ami John, 
twenty-three. Kale and John were children of William 
Deader Uy a former wife. 

Kate Bender professed to bo a magnetic healer. The 
Deader house waa situated on ihe main highway between 
Independence, Kansas, and the Osage Mission. The Dcn- 
deni kept a little store supplied with food for men and beoai, 
but It was said to hove been a decoy for weary travelers 
rather than anything else. 

The Benders lived In a frame house, alwui twenty feel 
long and sixteen feet wide. The one room was divided by a 
canvas partition drawn tightly over upright scantlings. 
ThU partition was the death trap. 

The victim was decoyed lo a seat near the canvas. Kate, 
behind ihe canvas, would render the victim senseless with a 
hammer. If the blow was not fatal, the old man followed 
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with blown on the temple. Then Ihe throat was cut. Afler 
the body was robbed. It was thrown Into ilio cellar through n 
"blind door," 

After the family lied, nine hot!!** were found on tho place. 

The murder of Doctor York, of Independence, led to the 
undoing of the murderers. Ills brother, A- M. York, of 
Fort Scott. Instituted a search and found nine bodies on the 
Pender place, Including that of fib brother. 

The fate of the Bender family has never been definitely 
known. Al various times persona who have claimed lo have 
been members of a posse that pursued the family hove given 
on I statements. Some have said thnt the entire family was 
killed. Other* bavo staled I ha I Kale esca ped . 
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